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Northeast Yunnan

Northeast Yunnan refers to the transition belt extending
from the Yunnan plateau toward the Sichuan basin and
eventually toward the southeast hilly area. Topographically, the
entire landform rises high in the northwest and falls low in the
southeast.

Affected by the Jinsha River system, the northern Zhaotong
city takes up the most complex landscape, and the whole area has
deep valleys and high mountains. The highest point of Zhaotong
is located at Yaoshan Mountain at Qiaojia, whose elevation
is 4,040 m while the lowest point rests in the Gunkan basin at
Shuifu, whose elevation is only some 267 m, making a dramatic
height difference of some 3,773 m. However, the southern
Qujing city sees more mountainous country, hill mounds and
embankments. Of all embankments, Luliang stands for the
largest one with a measurement of some 772 square kilometers
in area. The Wulianfeng Mountain rises and falls hi-and-low
throughout Zhaotong, the Liangwang Mountain meanders to
Qujing, Wumeng Mountain winds its way into Qujing from the
north end of Zhaotong, and the Niulan River roars its way into
Zhaotong from Qujing. Nevertheless, the water systems consist
of two major river systems, namely the Yangtze River and Pearl
River. The Niulan River and Beipan River run northward to
merge into the Jinsha River, while the Nangan River focuses its
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way southward to join with the Pearl River, ﬂaat origins from

‘Wuchidao’ (for the road is only about two feet wide, 1 chi
33cm)... Ever since then, northeast Yunnan opened a crucial
path for the Central Plain Culture to log in Yunnan. Today,
northeast Yunnan is the east gateway of Yunnan to Guizhou and
Guangxi.

Consequently, Zhaotong and Qujing were both marked in
the middle plain map after the Qin and Han dynasties. The rulers
of different governments established their administrative organs
in this place, successively, namely the Jianwei Commandery,
Zhuti Commandery and Yizhou Commandery. The Yizhou
Commandery was later renamed as Jianning Commandery and
moved its capital to Qujing, which would govern the ‘middle
south’, governing the whole Yunnan today, west Guizhou and
the south Sichuan. Once in history, according to record, Qujing
played an important role in this area, and it was then the center
of politics, economics and culture. Zhaotong’s economic and
culture were brought into prosperity during that period and lasted
for hundreds of years. The notable Zhuti silver and Zhuti bronze
washing bowl were produced at that time. Not until the Cuan
(also Ts’uan) clan was eliminated by the Nanzhao Kingdom in
the Tang Dynasty did the political center of Yunnan move to
Dali, at the west of Yunnan.

The landscape of Zhaotong city along the Jinsha River
is quite similar to that of northwest Yunnan. In history, there
used to have zip slides and iron-chain bridges between gorges,
however, they were transformed into steel cable bridges or
steel cable cabinets in pace with the social and economic
development. Yet, the stone arch bridges are the most among
all, due to the high-rising mountains, and many bridges are
simply named as ‘high bridge’ to harmonize with the geological
conditions.

Compar ively, Qujing enjoys a gently sloping land with
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Zhaotong
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Zhaotong city is situated in the northeastern part of Yunnan, whose southeastern part
borders on Guizhou Province. In addition, its western and northern sides are sitting in opposite
to Sichuan Province with Jinsha River running in between, and the southern part of Zhaotong
connects with Huize. Being controlled by topographic and geographic formations, the entire
landform rises high in the south and gradually falls low northward and eastward. On the
western part of Zhaotong, it is screened by Wulianfeng Mountain range lining up and down
from south to north. The eastern part of Zhaotong is dominated by Wumeng Mountain system
from west to east. All the rivers within the boundary of Zhaotong are tributaries of Yangtze
River, while the Jinsha River sets up a water boundary in between Zhaotong and Sichuan

Province for some 458 km in distance.




Northeast Yunnan
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On the opposite bank of Jinsha River are stiff rocky cliff running along in parallel with the
ancient horse road, which is known as the “Wu Chi Dao’, a only land access during the early Qin
Dynasty to link the ancient Yunnan with Chongqing and Chengdu. During the Three Kingdoms
Period, Zhuge Liang (Kong Ming, a wise military counselor) once traveled through this road to

suppress turmoil in southern border of China at that time.




EAaEN  RTHEREAEIMAAILE, BTERTH, FEGIARE
B, VR BRI 6 R E E R H AR

Niujie Iron-Chain Bridge is located over the Baishui River at Niujie, Yiliang. It was first built in
the middle period of the Qing Dynasty and transformed into a tightwire suspended bridge afterwards.
Only the stone bridge pillars on both sides are still kept well as it was originally built.
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Huangge Iron-Chain Bridge is
seen on the ancient track about 100
meters northeast of Huangge, Daguan,
Zhaotong. It was first constructed in the
13th year of the Daoguang Reign of the
Qing Dynasty (1833), and reconstructed
during the Guangxu Reign of the Qing
Dynasty. It is a three-opening iron-
chain bridge, about 40 m (L), 2.5 m (W)
about 10 m above the river surface. The
bridge consists of 10 iron-chains, six on
the bottom and four as guardrails. The
iron-chain was forged one link at a time
and each ring is about 30 cm in length.

Northeast Yunnan
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Gaoqiao Bridge is located at
Gaogiao Village, north of Yanjin,
Zhaotong over the Ganxigou River. It
was constructed during the Tongzhi
Reign of the Qing Dynasty. It is a
single-arch stone bridge crossing the
river and fixed to the cliffs on both
banks, skillfully using the natural rock
for its bridge piers. The bridge is about
14 m (L), with a span of 10 m, and about
4 m (W). The bridge is about 30 m high
above the water surface and gets its
name as Gaoqiao, thus it is so named,
meaning high bridge.

Northeast Yunnan
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The site of Yanjin ancient bridge, the ‘“Wuchidao’, was opened up in the Qin
Dynasty. and the place Yanjin has always been a key post linking Sichuan with
Yunnan since ancient times. The Wuchidao in the Tang Dynasty passed through
the Shimen Pass at Yanjin and extending its way to Erhai and further on, thus, it is
also called the “the stone gateway.” On the cliff by the Jinsha River near Yanjin are
some stone carvings remaining from the old days. Later, people built a steel cable

suspension bridge of about 100 m.




Northeast Yunnan
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The Erxikou Stone Bridge is located at Shuidong Village, Pu’er, Yanjin, and it
was first built during the Qing Dynasty (1767), and was reconstructed several times
afterwards. It is a five-opening stone beam bridge, and, including the bridge piers,
was made from the huge stones collected from the stream. The upper flagstone, that
serves as the bridge beam, is about 20 m (L) and 1 m (W) with five uneven span
openings, to make a natural ‘curving bridge’. The bridge is about 1.6 m high above
the water surface.
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