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Beijing, the capital of the People’s Repub-
lic of China, is a modern international metro-
polis of historic significance. It is the political,
economic, cultural, and scientific center as
well as the communications, transportation and
trade center of the country.

Beijing is where the Central Committee. of
the Chinese Communist Party and the Central
People’s Government of China are located. It
covers an area of 16, 800 square kilometers and
is 176 kilometers long from north to south and
160 kilometers wide from east to west. It ac-
counts for 0. 175 percent of the total land area of
China. Beijing Municipality has 18 districts and
counties under its administration. The four dis-
tricts of Eastern City, Western City, Chongwen
and Xuanwu are in the city proper. Chaoyang,
Haidian, Fengtai and Shijingshan are in the
near suburban areas and the eight districts of
Mentougou, Shunyi, Fangshan, Tongzhou,
Changping, Daxing, Pinggu and Huairou are
in the outer suburban areas. The remaining two
counties of Miyun and Yanging are in the far-
thest outskirts of Beijing.

Beijing is a metropolis with a large popula-
tion. According to the fifth national census car-
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ried out in 2000, Beijing had 13. 8 million per-
manent residents with more than 3 million tran-
sients. There are 56 nationalities in Beijing, of
which the Han nationality totals more than 11
million, a proportion of over 96%. The popula-
tion of other ethnic groups comes to a total of
over 400, 000 or 3. 8% of the total.

Beijing is an ancient city with a long histo-
ry. People enjoy not only scenic attractions and
historical sites but can also admire picturesque
landscapes of beauty and magnificence. Ac-
cording to historical records, Beijing was a gulf
two or three million years ago. Beijing is semi-
enclosed by the Taihang Mountains to the west
and the Yanshan Mountains to the north, with
Bohai Bay to the east and faces the Great Hua-
bei Plain to the south. At a closer distance,
Beijing is embraced on three sides by high
mountains which form a little plain in the mid-
dle shaped like a bay and known as “Beijing

”

Bay ”. Millions of years later, enormous

amounts of mud carried by melting ice and

snow in spring and heavy rains in summer de-

posited silt down the mountain valleys and into
the bay. The bay was then transformed into an
alluvial plain known as the Beijing Sub-Plain.
As time went on, Beijing was wrought by na-
ture into the picturesque landscape of magnifi-
cence that we see today.

Beijing is situated at latitude 40 degrees
north and 116 degrees east longitude. This is the
same latitude as Rome in Italy, Madrid in Spain
and Philadelphia in the US. The elevation of the
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City of Beijing proper is 43.71 meters. Located
at the North Temperate Zone, Beijing enjoys a
typical continental, yet pleasant monsoon cli-
mate. Beijing has four distinctive seasons.
Spring in Beijing is warm with sandstorms; sum-
mer is hot with many rainy days. Autumn is
cool, pleasant and comfortable with bright sun-
ny skies. It is the best season of the whole year.
Winter is clear but cold with some snow and
sometimes with strong east and north winds.
The annual rainfall ( precipitation) in the Beijing
area averages 644.2 millimeters, and occurs
mostly in the summer. From July to August the
volume of rainfall is about 600-700 mm (24-27
inches). This amounts to 75% of Beijing’s an-
nual precipitation.

The five main rivers that flow through the
Beijing area are: the Yongding, Chaobai, Ju-
ma and Xun rivers and the North Canal.

in order to improve the environment of the
city, many areas have been afforested. Many
trees and flowers have been planted in and
around the city for its beautification. The sym-
bolic trees of the City of Beijing are the Chinese
scholar and juniper while the Chinese rose and
chrysanthemum are its flowers.

Beijing has developed rapidly since 1949,
and especially after China’s reform and opening-
up policy was implemented in the 1980s. The
living standard has been greatly improved and

life expectancy is much longer than before.

Beijing was selected as the host city for the
2008 Summer Olympic Games by the Interna-
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tional Olympic Committee on July 13,2001.
Beijing is an international metropolis and is
looking forward to showing the world her new
and changing atmosphere.
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Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to China.
Welcome to Beijing! Have you ever heard a fa-
mous quote from Confucius, “lIsn’t it a pleasure
to have friends from afar?” Today | am very glad
to have an opportunity to make new friends and
be your tour guide. We are going to visit a spe-
cial place—the Tian’anmen. It is a symbol of
Beijing and China today. | welcome you to the
Tian’anmen! | hope you will lend me your at-
tention during this tour. Thank you!

Before visiting the Tian’anmen, P'd like to
give you a brief introduction.

Located in the center of Beijing, the
Tian’anmen is the symbol of the People’s Re-
public of China. It was first built in the Ming
Dynasty in 1417 and was originally called the
Gate of Heavenly Succession (the Chengtian-
men). At the end of the Ming Dynasty, it was
seriously damaged by war. When it was rebuilt
in the Qing Dynasty in 1616, it was renamed
Tian’anmen. As the main gate of the imperial
palace of the Ming and Qing Dynasties and a



