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Mosquito Town

B F 3
Chapter 1

It was six o’clock, and the sun was appearing' in the
east. All the mosquitoes were leaving Bamboko. They
were flying to” their homes in Mosquito Town.

Mosquito Town was half a mile from Bamboko and
it was beside a lake. It was a beautiful place, and the
mosquitoes loved it. They loved the wet grass. They
loved the dark corners® among the trees. They loved it
because it was quiet. The only sound was their own
song.

One old mosquito was already at home. She had a thin
body2and very long feelers.” Her name was Zambra’

1

appear [a'pia] vi. HIL,FE A rainbow (n. #4I) appeared in the sky
after the rain.

* Bamboko MEFML I35 4

S fly to ... Hfeesees J7H K2 fly (flew, flown) vi. ¥ (1)Next week the
manager (n. 23) will fly to America. fly (flew, flown) (2)The plane flew
northward (adv. §A1t) to the Changjiang River Valley. B2 K HL4E LB K
VAR O

...corner [ko:na] n. fi¥%% The piano is in the corner of the room.

> athin body J855 )5 14

¢ feeler [fizlo] n. filiff, fihZn

" Zambra ['zeembra] ZI T4 F

4



Zambra was sitting in front of her house and waiting
for her children.” She washed her feelers while she was
waiting. “They’ll soon be here,” she said to herself. “Then
I can go to sleep™.”

She had two hundred children, and they all lived with
her. Her husband was dead, so she had to look after them”
by herself’. It was hard work. '

Zambra’s house was the best house in Mosquito Town.
It was big enough for all her family®. Her friends lived in
small holes under the trees, but Zambra lived in a snake’s
hole. The snake lived there too, but he did not trouble them.

Zambra always reached’ home before her daughters.

They had to® find their food in Bamboko, and they flew

1

in front of her house: in front of sb./sth. fE++*** ]eseees AT (1)Our teachers
often stand in front of the blackboard to give us class. in the front of ... 7E[7]
— ¥R (1)There are a lot of pictures in the front of the book.

2 wait for her children Z5ith (K] ¥% [P35k wait for sb./sth. S35 AN/FH4Y)

3 g0 to sleep, ABE go to bed #i4F Yesterday evening I went to bed at
10:00 but I went to sleep at half past ten.
* look after them FEJEifhf] look after sb. The old woman has a nurse (n.

{5-48) to look after her after her operation. [opa'reifan] n. FAK

> by herself & H . by oneself 74 H #h, BdH (1)I can carry the box
by myself. (2)They can finish the work before supper by themselves.

® It was big enough for all her family. 5 F1R K, ELAEH FiieK.

7 reach [ritt[]ve.  Fleeeee , BliEeeeees reach + n. I reached the airport at
8:00 and the plane took off at 10:00. (take off v.i&€ &)

® had to ANEA have to HJid 23 (1)I haven’t got a bike so I have to go to
school on foot every day. (2)TheWangs’ (£ ¥]) house was on fire (&
‘k) last Sunday and they had to put up a tent (¥ —{MK3Z) to live in for the
time being. (&)

2




there every night. She was old and she did not want to go
far for her food. She had her own supply. One old man
did not live 1n Bamboko. He lived alone beside the lake.
His blood was thin®, but it was good enough for Zambra.
She went to him every night and had a good drink of
blood. Then she came home early.

Some young mosquitoes arrived now and sat down
beside her. She counted °them. She always counted her
children in the morning and listened to their news. This
morning they sat quietly and did not talk. They looked
tired. “What is the news today, children?” Zambra asked.
“You're looking very thin.”

“The news is bad, mother,” they all cried. “We

couldn’t get any food.”

“It you all talk af the same time, 1 shan’t be able to hear

296 ¥

you properly.” Now, Mitsi,”® she pointed a feeler at one,

' supply [sa'plai] n. HEN, #%E
* His blood was thin [ IfiL & 1B 7% 7
3 ... count [kaunt] vt. ¥, &

* They looked tired fbfiIHEKIEE. AHE: look+ad Bk - The

lady looks young.

> If you all talk at the same time, I shan’t be able to hear you properly. 15
RATER R B — 2 i, FRBEAR A B ik T 7 28 IRATT B e 1 4 . (properly
[propali] adv. &4, ERfiHh, 524Hh)

° Mitsi (ZMICF 14 F)

" She pointed a feeler at one. it fl—HRAZiIEE — HIF point sth. at ...
Z{ WRRREEE XTHE/R [R] +eeeee Don’t point your fingers (n. F§§) at others and it
is not polite (adj. A #L3% ) to do that.




“you’re the oldest. Tell me quickly. What happened?”

Mitsi was not a pretty child. She had only five legs.
The sixth one came off' in a fight when she was quite
small. She was always ready to fight for her food.”

“We told you yesterday, mother,” she answered.
“We’ve told you many times,” but you never listen.
Strange things are happening in Bamboko.” She was tired
and hungry, but she tried hard to be patient..4

“Strange things? I don’t understand you’, Mitsi. What
happened last night?”

“We couldn’t get near the people. It becomes harder
every day.”

“That’s you fault,” Zambra answered angrily.® She
still did not understand their trouble. “It isn’t easy, but

l come off li?%, 415, # T The button (n. #1#0) has just come off my
coat. IXFELHINI MR ISR L T Ko

* She was always ready to fight for her food. fa)#Y.  be ready to do sth ...

B I HE 2 Teeee e The girl is kind enough and she is always ready to help

others when they are in trouble. (be in trouble [&AKI) ... fight for ...

Sgeee-+Tfidk Two dogs fight for a bone (n. ‘FH k) , and a third runs away

with it. (- B — RFHEE LI T ) (B S, @HREH)

many times %5 {X

* patient [peifant] adj. T-CoHufF), TG be patient with sb. X R AH
T O K/BEZ 52 (K] be patient of ... X HYIA ML HI/FELASZE (1)In our
daily (adj. H ) life we should be more patient with others. (2)Are you
patient of hardships? R e 205 R HERS ?

3 T don’t understand you FANBH HARUEHI T .

S angrily ['eeqgrili] adv. A5, B

4

3




you have to be patient and wait for your chance'. You
haven’t learnt the tricks® properly. I try fo teach you, but
you don’t listen.”

“It’s not our fault —” Mitsi began. Mother’s tricks
were old. They needed new ones,” clever ones.

At that moment Buzu ¢ arrived with thirty or forty
sisters. They too were tired and hungry. Some of them
looked ill.

“Did you find any food?” Zambra asked them in a
worried’ voice.

?

“No, mother,” Buzu replied. She was a pretty
mosquito and she was Zambra’s favorite child. Some
were fat and some were thin, but Buzu’s body was the

right shape®and she had beautiful legs. She was clever too,

' wait for your chance Z#Hl4
*trick [trik] n. RE, #F]; HE
3 ... new ones (=new tricks)

* Buzu (/M T4 F) |

> in a worried voice F]—F i FE i) 05 138 worried [warid] adj. tLEER]
° the right shape IF2IXF&ENKIAI shape n. B, B4k




L Zambra was

but this morning she was in trouble.
counting again.

“'m sorry, mother,” Buzu continued. > “Twelve
haven’t come back. I think they are dead.”

“Dead!” Zambra was really worried now. “It’s your
fault,’ Buzu. You’re the leader.* You didn’t look after
them properly. Leaders must take care of5 the young
ones. Now come inside and sit down, children. I want to
talk to you.”

They sat round her in a circle.® Some listened. Some
soon went to sleep because they were tired. Buzu washed
her back legs while she was listening

“Why can’t you find food?” Zambra continued. “T"ve
told you before and I'll tell you again. You must work for
it’. You must work hard. It’s different for your brothers.
They don’t drink blood. They can get their plant-juicre:s,8

without trouble.”

.. she was in trouble.2hi® 3] T BK41 be in trouble IEE|BRLT, FEAKBE
When your friends are in trouble, you should help them.

2 continue [kan'tinju:] vr. 4kZE1
3 fault [fo:lt] n. 45
* You’re the leader. TRZEMELET, TrBPARI.
3 take care of sb/ sth. PRI+« (1)When my mother is away, I take care

of my younger brother. (2)If you can take good care of my books, I can lend
you more.

° They sat round her in a circle w41 5 5 Wb AL Bl — &l - round [raund] (round

+

=around prep. [Fl#&, 7E:+----Ji[H The earth goes around/round the sun.

" You must work for it. ﬂﬂTﬁ’%‘[fW TSR Z B3
8 plant-juices FAIR juice [d3uis] n. KE, HH, WFHNTH

6




“Why can’t we drink plant-juices too?” a very young
mosquito asked. “Why must we drink blood?”

“It’s for your eggs, my dear. Your eggs need blood.
You want to have your own children, don’t you? Now,
listen carefully and remember my words,' please. Find a
person when he is asleep. Look for a soft part of his body
and sit on it carefully. Don’t sit on his face®. If you do,
he’ll wake up and kill you. I’ve told you this often, but
you—"

“Mother,” Buzu cried, “We know all this. We can’t
~reach their bodies at night. 1t’s not our fault. Have you
never seen a mosquito-net?”

“Yes, Buzu. I have. They’re dangerous things, but
only a few people use them. They’re not cheap, you
know."”

“All the people use them now, mother. I saw some
cheap ones in a shop ten days ago.”

“You surprise me,” Zambra said. Then she had an
idea’ “Get into the net when the person gets in. That’s
quite easy.”

“It’s easy but it’s dangerous, mother. If you can’t get

' remember my words. 10T IR KILE

* Don’t sit on his face. T J7 B EM I L.

> ... mosquito-net ik

* They’re not cheap, you know. /Al 14ME, FFLEZ J5 o] AME .
> have/has anidea B T & T




out again, they’ll catch you and kill you. They will!"”

“Don’t shout, dear. The snake is asleep and we
mustn’t wake him.” She was not afraid of the snake” but
she did not want to give him trouble. “If it’s dangerous in
the nets,” she continued, “you will have to feed” early in
the evening. Bite® the people when they’re not in their
nets. Bite them while they sit in their chairs® in the
house.”

“That’s a different trouble,” said Buzu. “We can’t
feed in their house. Some strange men have come to

' They will! A THESEERIIHFFIEARMTHI

> She was not afraid of the snake. M AEALE. 7% : be afraid of sb/sth .
FHFENEY)

3 feedvi. ERVE, HE (fed, fed)

* Bite the people ... (bite, bit, bitten vz. 1, H])

> sit in their chairs AR EFRFBTH

8




Bamboko. They are visiting all the houses and
spmying1 the rooms. If you touch® the spray, you will
die. If you breathe it, you will die. It killed my twelve
sisters last night. No. We can’t go into the house. It
isn’t safe.”

Zambra was feeling tired’ now. She was old and she
could not understand these new tricks of the Bamboko
people. What is “spray”’? How do people “spray” a room?
Poor Zambra did not know. It was a new word for her.
She shut her eyes and tried to think. In a few moments !
she was asleep.

Chapter 2

Zambra was dreaming.” In her dream she was leading
her children to® the farms round Bamboko. It was the
middle of the day’ and it was hot.

The people were all asleep under the trees on their

! spray [sprei] n. W%, WiZ Ay vr. WL, [A]eece- M

* touch [tat[] ve. fils, Hefih, HEZ

3 ... feeling tired ... /KE|F R, FE feel + adj IR/ HIF - (1)After
a week’s study, all of us feel tired. (2)The boy didn’t feel well this morning.

* In a few minutes JL7H50E, A~A—& L

> ... was dreaming. dreamv. n. (%, id 23\ dreamed/dreamt

6 She was leading her children to the farms. Zambra %4t [ £ 71117 B4R
2. lead (led, led) ... to ... FEeeer=-AB/HT B eee The waiter (n. 5l
2% ) of the hotel led us to a room upstairs.

’ the middle of the day 4




farms. Zambra’s family sat down on them, but they did
not wake. She watched happily while the young
mosquitoes filled their hungry little bodies with warm
blood.'
“Mother,” they called, “come and drink! Mother!”
Zambra opened her eyes. She was not dreaming now.
She was in her own home and Mitsi was calling her.
“Mother! Wake up!”
She was properly awake now.
“What is it, Mitsi?”
“Look at these children. They arrived while you were

2

sleeping. They are all very sick.”
Zambra looked at them. Their little faces were white
ahd sad.* They could not breathe properly.

“Mother,” one cried, “half my sisters’are dead. They
will never come home again. I think that I am dying
too!”® |

“What happened?” Zambra asked, while Buzu was
looking for some medicine.

=

' filled their hungry bodies with warm blood. /M5C T Fl VL BE K 24 T &
TIILVERRIAE . AR fill ... with F«---  {wRRRELE 4% (DFill the bottle

with water. (2)The reading room is filled with so many students.
> She was properly awake now. MiiXif524H T (awake [o'weik] adj. i

A )
> They are all very sick. {157 [KI1R [5
* Their faces were white and sad. flifi A E, —HAKE.
> half my sisters KT H —F
° ...Tamdying. FRBEFLT

10
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“Last night we found some girls. They were ;;utting
something on their legs. It smelled very strong' so we
couldn’t sit down on them. Then we were tired and rested
on the wall. We sat down carefully, but there was poison2
on the wall. My sister fell on the ground and died. And
[—” The little mosquito fell down. She tried to get up’
but she could not. Zambra put some medicine in her
mouth, but the poison was very strong. After a few
minutes she died.

Zambra was afraid now. How could she save her
family? Why were the Bamboko people killing them?
They only asked for a little blood every night.’ They
were not dangerous like snakes. Why did people kill them?
Why?

Zambra called all her daughters together. “Come here.
I want to count you.” She counted twice. Forty-six were
not there. She had to think and act quickly.” What could

' smelled very strong. BEIEM BT strong [stron] adj. W&, FIHEH
smell + adj.(smell vi. [H] Eﬂ% ------ ) The soup smelled delicious.
p01son [poizen] n. &%,
> try + to do . ‘»ﬁ&—*/{ﬁi ------ [ am not good at English but I will try to
learn it well in the future. (in the future 7EK¥)
* They only asked for a little food every night. @b/ 14EM R AT B — & (f

E T ask for ... 1Ff e y B eeeees & (FEAN) ask sb. for ... A5 A

Fleeeees (1) If you are not good at English, you should ask for your
teacher’s help. = If you are not good at English, you should ask your teacher

for help. a little +n. (n. N 0] £0 4 i) ] @0 : a little water
/milk/money/time ...

> ... think and act quickly . HbLAZARARGEE I BAT ) B b

11



