: I G h M ) Gk
S BIME
- K3

Talking with
Foreigners
About Daily Life

2 HMEAE '5 {REYHY
bR s

. 100@EXTiE. &SEAMNEIL , BB EIE[IERN
SLI S ZEIMRITIR BRI IEFIRE R




EHMRIESIR Wik
Tt RiBiha

@ F i
« it = -



BRI R

EHBERSE (CIP) ¥#E

MBS SR E TG SGETE A / MM, (%) B33 (Baty,Erika) %% .
—dbnt: FETFHUHAREE, 2009.6

(BN F1)

ISBN 978—7-80218—591—3

L&~ LI.O%- OB.- II.¥%E- 0§ V.H319.9

T ERA B 51 CIP £l (2009) 45 067478 &

RRmE TR %émyiiﬁﬁf BI&E
RiEmE Sk RERY X
B R ot PR

SR LERSE

# i ARTEBEES #f 48 100830

(010)68768548
3t www.caphbook.com/www.caphbook.com.cn

2 FHEBIS

£58 (010)68371900 (010)88530478(15 5
(010)68768541 (010)68767294({5 E)

SEE RERSY HXRFMIBE
(010)68371105 (01062529336

A ) XRPREORBREAD

B R 2000 F 6 BE 1 IR 2009 £ 6 B 1 REIR)

M 48 787 x 960 oA 116

] % 16.25 £ ¥ 319FF

$ 2 ISBN 978-7-80218—591—3

T H 27.80 7T (MMEEIMPS KA

ADWBEIERRBEM, TJSKRITPHAER



Preftace

This book is not just a book on oral English. It’s more like a window showing various
aspects of daily life to the readers. The book focuses on the hottest topics of the day, such as
topics related to Generation 90s, the drifters in Beijing, the freelancers, the single, the senior
citizens, etc. Other daily topics such as career, marriage, interpersonal relations, etc are also
included in the book. While learning idiomatic ways of expressions, readers can get a further
understanding of the background knowledge and therefore have more confidence when talking
with foreigners.

The book covers 50 topics in 10 chapters, talking about drifting in Beijing, freelancers,
Generation 90s, the job market, the single, relationships, marriage, the senior citizens, inter-
personal relations and social life respectively. With the purpose of facilitating readers in their
communication with foreigners, each topic includes two dialogues that take place in a particular
setting. To make the experience easier for beginners and medium-level learners, each set of
dialogues are followed by the explanations of some key words and phrases from the dialogues.
Also, in each section of the book, there’s a “background information super link” aiming at
expanding the readers’ knowledge related to the topic. A MP3 CD recorded by experts is also
available together with the book. Readers can read after the recorded voice, which will be of
great help for both the oral and listening abilities.

Topics in the book are independent from one another. When reading the book, readers don't
necessarily have to follow the sequence of the sections. Readers can start from whatever topics
they find interesting. They can make their own dialogues according to the topics they choose,
compare them with the ones in the book, and then learn by heart the new words and expressions
used in the book. As a final step, they can read the dialogues through, or stage a role-play per-
formance with friends or classmates, therefore making the learning experience more interesting.
Readers can review the key words and phrases they have learnt after some time, or even try to
compose their own dialogues. By doing this, they can make full use of this book to improve
their English level and realize the goal of having enjoyable communication with foreigners.

In writing the book, the writer has received a lot of help from her foreign friends Erika
Baty and George Tony Chu, which has greatly enriched and refined the language in the book.
Also the writer’s sincere thanks go to her friends and families that have been supporting and
helping her throughout the whole process.

However, due to the writer’s limited knowledge, it’s inevitable that there would be errors
and mistakes in the book. Any comments, ideas and corrections will be greatly appreciated by
the writer.

Last but not least, the writer’s sincere thanks go to the readers who have chosen this book
among so many others. Wish all the readers have a pleasant, enjoyable and fruitful experience
in their reading.

Editor
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Useful Expressions

1. 've submitted my resume to some companies
and had a couple of interviews, but so far |
haven't had any positive feedback.

2. The financial crisis last year had a huge impact
on the job market.

3. What's more, living costs in big cities are very '
high, which means if you can’t get a decent l
salary, your life will be miserable!

4. | don’t mind having a low starting salary. | think
what’s more important is the opportunities a
company can provide for its employees.

5. One job in hand is worth two in the bush. This
year is the financial downturn, who knows
what's gonna be next?

6. What are the odds that | run into you on the subway!

7. No big bites yet, just had a couple of nibbles.
The job market is very competitive this year,
and there are always bigger fish in the sea.

8. For me the worst case scenario is that |
couldn’t find anything | like here so | will have
to leave Beijing to try my luck in other cities,
which will be fine.

9. It could be that looking for a job is equally diffi-
cult in other places, given the current situation.

~

&)

~N O

@

©

- BEEBRRE T - LATRER S

@, BBRIALLRSEREERS L.

. KENEFTRNNMI B0 I0ER

K

. RKEHNEBERAERS, IR
BURIFR TARBREA, REIB
RFK.

- BREYEFARS, BARAA—T

NIEERERTIHNREBNEENSE
=,

- BT IERHH ABRENG. SF

BETHRRK, RGBT B AB?

. SEETEIER ERUBIR
. BTABE, BE-LheWs, S

FRUDZNEIART, RS
BRBA.

- NEFRREANBEREM BRI

BARBENRNILE, RERAEBRE
IR, BEMEHNIES, X8
BEfA.

- BIMEBYRIE T AESI80sirhERG T

USRS LR 0N



ZOBR SRR A E SR TER

Andrew: Hello, Lisa, how’s it going?

Lisa: Well, I am trying to find a job.

A: Had any luck?

L: I’ve submitted my resume to some companies and had a couple of interviews, but so far I
haven’t had any positive feedback.

A: Take it easy. I am sure you will find one eventually. It’s just a matter of time.

L: I hope so. But this year the job market is extremely competitive. You know in the past few
months, many big companies cut jobs due to the economic crunch. As a result many people
lost their jobs, and now they too are competing with us in the job market, which puts us into
a disadvantaged situation. Companies usually prefer those who’ve had some experience.

A:  Oh yeah. The financial crisis last year had a huge impact on the job market, especially in big
cities like Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, etc. However, even at normal times, it’s not easy
to find a good job for new graduates in these places. Every year people from all over the
country come to these big cities to find jobs, making it harder and more competitive. What’s
more, living costs in big cities are very high, which means if you can’t get a decent salary,
your life will be miserable!

L:  Yeah, I know. But, I like Beijing and I want to live here. I don’t mind having a low start-
ing salary. I think what’s more important is the opportunities a company can provide for its
employees. For me, a position that provides frequent on-the job training and many business
trip opportunities is very attractive.

A:  Yeah. If you like traveling and you don’t mind training, I think a job with a foreign com-
pany might be your best choice.

L: 1 think so, too. But the current situation is I don’t get to choose what I want, I am chosen by
the companies. I wish I still had one more year in school like you. Actually, I wish I could
be a student forever!

A: 1 think I would prefer to start working early. One job in hand is worth two in the bush. This

year is the financial downturn, who knows what’s gonna be next?

I guess you have a point. I don’t want to be unemployed when I graduate.

Well, good luck then! Keep me posted on everything new.

You bet!
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Hi, Andrew!

Oh, hi, Lisa! What are the odds that I run into you on the subway!

I know! I wouldn’t have expected to see you either! Where are you heading to?

I am going to see a friend. He’s just moved to a new apartment, so he’s holding a house
warming party. So, how’s your job hunt?

No big bites yet, just had a couple of nibbles. The job market is very competitive this year,
and there are always bigger fish in the sea.

I am sure you will find something.

I hope so, but it doesn’t seem too promising this year. Good jobs are in tight supply and
there are way too many people looking for one here in Beijing.

How about your classmates?

Well, there are a couple of them that have already received offers, but almost all of them got

3
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the jobs through their networks of friends or relatives. Most are just like me, seizing every
chance for a job interview without hearing anything back.

I think you shouldn’t worry too much.

I am not too worried. For me the worst case scenario is that I couldn’t find anything I like
here so I will have to leave Beijing to try my luck in other cities, which will be fine.

I thought you would like to work in Beijing?

Yeah, I always wanted to. But there are too many people pouring in now, and everyone
wants to stay here. The chance to get what I want is slim and I don’t want to be unemployed
upon graduation. What I’ve been thinking recently is maybe I should find a job elsewhere
and then see if there will be opportunities to transfer back after a year or two.

I think that’s an idea. It will be easier to get a job in Beijing if you have some experience.
Yeah, I think so too. It could be that looking for a job is equally difficult in other places,
given the current situation.

I am sure there will be something out there. I am afraid I have to get off at this stop. Nice
talking with you.

Nice talking with you too! Have a good time.

Thanks, good luck with your job hunt!
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Renting a House in Beijing
AL AEdbR

Useful Expressions
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1. What is your place like?

gain in your wit.

1. RERRXYRILMRSE) LS. AR
B-REPTAE, IEBMEDR
BREXECHEF S .

11. | hate all these hassles! | wish that someday
| can hit the jackpot and then | would have
enough money to buy my own apartment.

i
1
1
2. It's not too big, about 60 square meters. We've | 2. RERA, AKE 60 FH5¥. Bi1E
got two bedrooms, a kitchen, a bathroomanda ; WEBEIZE. — M ERE. — T BEM—
small living room. T BT,
1
3. Some had good locations, but the rent was too |} 3. HLNIBRIEBESASS. BLE
high. Others were less expensive, but weren't | BHLBEERKGE.
convenient for traffic. .
1
4. We have to pay 2,100 RMB for the rent, not | 4. Ff]5EHE 2100 thek, REIEKEBE.
including water and electricity. :
1
5.1 would rather to live in the dorm and save one |} 5. REIRBUSF AT R, XERAEE
third of my salary. i ATRIAN1/3T,
1
6. | remember you complained a lot about dorm |} 6. FIMCEBIMRKEESERBEBEIE.
life before. .
]
7. It was not the scene of a robbery,, 1 7. IRBRBHES.
1
8. She was speechless and finally admitted that } 8. #8E1FIR S, BREFIATESHRA
she rented the apartment on a short-term basis |  FHPEOFIYED, IL/ARIRE A
to someone else, knowing that both Joy and | | BTYHEMA,
would go home for the holiday -
1
9. That's unbelievable! You know you could prob- } 9. XEE¥ZERS! VRAEIRIIETILL
ably sue her. . ey,
1
10. When you have a fall in the pit, you should ; 10. [Z—%E, —%9,
:
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
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Lisa (L) Allen (A)
Lisa: Hi, Allen, will you be free this Friday night?
Allen: [ think so, why?

L:

re

TEPoP

FEE R R

=

Well, Joy and I have just moved into a new apartment, so we want to invite old friends over
for a get-together. You want to come over?

Sounds great. What is your place like?

Well, it’s not too big, about 60 square meters. We’ve got two bedrooms, a kitchen, a bath-
room and a small living room.

That sounds pretty good. How did you find this place?

Well, we saw many places before this one, but none were very good. Some had good loca-
tions, but the rent was too high. Others were less expensive, but weren’t convenient for traf-
fic. Then our house agent contacted us and suggested this new place. We had a look at the
place and decided on the spot that it was what we wanted. The neighborhood is quiet, and
transportation is convenient.

That’s good. I think it must be very exciting to move into your own place. I have never
lived on my own.

It is! You can come back home as late as you want. I feel so free now!

Yeah, I think having a nice roommate is also very important.

Exactly. Joy and I lived in the same dorm for two years in college, now we are both excited
about this new life off campus.

How much is the rent per month?

We have to pay 2,100 RMB for the rent, not including water and electricity.

That’s not too bad, but not cheap either.

Well, we think it’s a fairly good price. Usually the rent for an apartment of this size in the
downtown region is around 2,500 RMB.

Oh, I see. I wish I could live on my own too.

Well, soon. You will have to live on your own once you graduate.

Yeabh, I still have one year.

Well, living in the dorms isn’t too bad. It’s almost free. I would rather to live in the dorm
and save one third of my salary.

You sure about that? I remember you complained a lot about dorm life before.

Nonetheless it’s still cheap to live in a dorm. Anyway I have to go now. So see you Friday
night!

See you then!

FEE: BB, B, RXAEAZEA?
XA KA, BAT?
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Last time at your place, I had a great time!

I am glad that you enjoyed it, but I am afraid we have to look for a new place again.

But you just moved in. What happened?

It was rather unpleasant. We were very satisfied with the place until we came back from the
spring festival. I came back first and couldn’t believe my eyes when I unlocked the door.
The place was a mess. The floor was littered with bags and garbage, and there were clear
traces that our beds had been slept on. Joy and I had cleaned our place before we left. It was
not the scene of a robbery, and there was only one possibility, obviously our landlady had
let other people live in our apartment while we were back home visiting.

A: That’s terrible! Did you talk to the landlady and ask her about it?

L: Yeah, I called her immediately and insisted she come over right away.

A: Did she come?
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Yes. At first she tried to pretend that she didn’t know anything about it. Then I showed her
the traces of noodle soup or whatever it was on our floor, and told her that we hadn’t used
our kitchen since we had moved in.

What did she say about that?

She was speechless and finally admitted that she rented the apartment on a short-term basis
to someone else, knowing that both Joy and I would go home for the holiday.

That’s unbelievable! You know you could probably sue her.

No, we don’t want to make it a big issue. So we just asked her to reimburse us for the first
three months, which we paid in advance. She reluctantly agreed, then we packed our stuff
and moved out. Now here we are, looking for a place again!

It’s really a shame.

It is... You know we really like the neighborhood. We thought we would live in the apart-
ment for a long time.

Anyway, next time maybe you should know more about the personality of the landlord. As
they say, when you have a fall in the pit, you should gain in your wit.

Yeah, that’s what we told ourselves. Ugh.... I hate all these hassles! I wish that someday I
can hit the jackpot and then I would have enough money to buy my own apartment.

That’s a nice thought.
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