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PREFACE

Hakkas, important members of the Chinese ethnic family, are people of the Han nationality with
outstanding characteristics. The Hakkas are one of the peoples in the Han nationality which are widely
distributed and have a far—reaching influence. Longgang District, situated in the east of Shenzhen and
bordering Huizhou in the east, boasts a land area of over 940 square kilometers and has the primary
population of Hakka in Shenzhen. On this very land the industrious, simple and honest Hakka people have
made a long history, created a vast culture with distant sources. Early in the East Jing dynasty, the
Zhongyuan (Central Plains) people from Shanxi and Henan migrated southward through different places in
order to avoid wars and famines. These migrants came to live, multiply and settle at the juncture of three
provinces, Guangdong, Fujian and Jiangxi where the Meijiang River, Dongjiang River and Ganjiang River
pass through. With the flow of years, these migrants successively moved westward from Meizhou to
Huidong, until they at last settled in Longgang due to the expansion of population, scarce land, poor living
resources and wars, According to the textual research on the historical data, their earliest history goes back
to the end of Song Dynasty and early Yuan Dynasty, about the time that the Hakka people moved to
Longgang. Mass Hakka migration took place at the 23rd year of the reign period of Emperor Kangxi of Qing
Dynasty (1684 ) when the emperor ordered the opening up of the wasteland. As a result, the existing
Hakka dwellings in Longgang, totaling about 100, were mainly built at the mid—and—later period of Qing
Dynasty. These buildings are mainly located at Kengzi Town, Pingshan Town, Pingdi Town, Longgang
Town and Henggang Town. They are well preserved and have become important cultural relics for the
study of the Hakka in Shenzhen.

The building origin of the Hakka dwellings in Longgang can be traced back to the category of the
Meixian style. But they are different because in the process of the endless and complicated migration, the
style of the Hakka dwellings continued to develop. The present Hakka dwellings in Longgang are called
the Hakka Enclosed Houses with many characteristics such as in building structure, the buildings are
squarely enclosed with a moon pool and a threshing floor at their front, and with a small hill or a flower
terrace at their back. There are watchtowers at their buildings' four corners. Set up on all tops of the
walls are patrol courses with portholes. In their inner style, they are distributed symmetrically with “Three
central house and two horizontal house” as their core. Each house is relatively independent and well
concealed. In building form, the houses have generally one story, and occasionally two stories on the
principal house or central house. Sometimes half a story of a tower building is added on the principal
room of the middle house. There is always a small yard or a lane between the horizontal houses or
between the horizontal house and central house. The lane is the traffic network inside the enclosed house.
Painted under the eaves or on the beams are colored drawings and frescos. The figures, flowers and birds
in these are vivid and lifelike, the skill expressed in some carvings is superb and excelling in natural
vividness. The couplets on some arches , the room couplets and the room names hanging on the principal
room betray with their rich cultural connotation the historical pulse of the southward immersion of the
ancient Zhongyuan culture,

This book hopes to reveal the exact and comprehensive characteristics of the Hakka dwellings in
Longgang complimented by excellent pictures and text. The pictures are detailed and exact covering a long
history. The text, vivid in its conclusion, truly and objectively reveals the later developments of Hakka
dwellings according to the pictures, and gives you a full view of the gradual west migration from Meizhou,
It also leaves you with a grasp of the rich and generous history of Shenzhen.

‘No origin produces no flow, and a flow reveals its rich origin”, By reproducing the Hakka dwellings
in Longgang and taking up Hakka customs, culture, scenery and sacrificial ceremonies, this book reveals to
the readers how the Hakka people lived, built their homes, began their history on this land: and how the
forgotten history reappears. Also, by digging out the existing Hakka dwellings, this book provides the space
and time for the study of the traditional regional culture in Shenzhen, and it also provides inspiration on

how to deal with the ancient and scattered history when the dynamic planning of tomorrow and building

of today is occurring.
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CRANE LAKE NEW DWELLING

Located at Luoruihe village in
Longgang Town and built in 1817, Crane
Lake New Dwelling is the ancestral
house of the Luos which occupies an
area of 2.5 hectares in Longgang.
The structure is comprised of " three
central houses and two horizontal
houses" which are separated by walls.
Inside the walls are found houses,
halls, rooms and wells which are scat—
tered evenly apart and well
preserved. Crane Lake New Dwelling
is the largest Hakka dwelling build—
ing complex in our country and is
now the primary focus for the pro—
tection of venltural relics in

Shenzhen.
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