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Zhang Shungiao was born in 1950 in Suning County, Hebei Province. He joined up in
1969. Now he is the director of the teaching and researching section in Shenyang Military
Region, member of Liaoning Artists Association, Xuelu Painting Society and China Finger-
drawing Research Society, painter of Xinghua Art Academy.

Zhang Sungiao was fond of painting since childhood. In 1970s, he acknowledged Guo
Xihe, professor of Luxun Academy of Fine Arts,and Prof. Guo Youfu as his masters and
made a great progress in painting. He is good at landscape, flower-and-bird painting, some-
times figure painting,especially drawing bamboo with ink.

Many works of Zhang Shungiao have been shown at exhibitions and competitions at dif-
ferent levels. Bamboo Ravine won excellent-work prize at "Rongyi Cup" National Painting
and Calligraphy Competition; Spring Rain won second-prize at "Jinlong Cup" National
Painting, Calligraphy and Seal-cutting Show; The Moon in My Hometown Is Brighter won
honor-prize at International Traditional Chinese Painting Show & Competition; Long Scroll
with 10,000 Bamboos (40m) has been reported by CCTV; Early Spring was chosen for The
8th National Art Exhibition (Liaoning Section); Nearly 100 of his works have been pub-
lished in Guangming Daily, Art Panorama, Chinese Painting and Calligraphy Paper, The
PLA Pictorial, Liaoning Daily, The Life of PLA, Hebei Daily, The Centre of Fine Arts, etc.
Some of his works have been collected by domestic and foreign collectors. His name and
works were written into Contemporary Chinese Journalists, Literati and Artists, New Paint-
ings and Calligraphy Works, Panorama of Contemporary Artists’ Auspicious Paintings, Dic-
tionary of Contemporary Artists and Calligraphists (Volume II'), Chinese-English Diction-
ary of Contemporary Chinese Artists and Calligraphists, Dictionary of World Artists and
Calligraphists, Excellent Artists in the 21st Century, etc.
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I remember when I was invited to give lectures in America a few years ago,
I often wrote to Mr. Zhang Shungiao and presented him a piece of ink bamboo
painting for being deeply moved by his striving perseveringly for art. It’s be-
yond my expectation that this military artist has made so great achievements
in the field of inkwash painting.

"The master initiates the apprentices, but their skill depends on their own
efforts.” Mr. Zhang has devoted himself to seeking truth of art. He loves the
nature because art stems from life and beauty lies in the nature. He was born in
a country and he can never forget the wilderness and old paths, the rising sun
and setting sun, the mountains and waters, the clear sky and white clouds in his
hometown which laid a solid foundation for his future inkwash drawings. In
order to study how to paint bamboo, he often goes to bamboo forest to observe
its growing laws, to realize its possessing natural grace. He regards bamboo as
his bosom friend for being attracted by its faithful and modest disposition,
elegant and understanding carriage.

Nature and the ancients’ experience are the two rescourses for us. Our fore-
fathers left many mature techniques for us to imitate and ponder especially in
ink bamboo painting.

Zhang Shungiao majors in landscape and flower-and -bird painting, he has
partiality for drawing bamboo with Chinese ink. He’s also skilled in inkwash
Chrysanthemum, orchid, grape, mountain and river. He devotes himself to the
study of some traditional bamboo drawings by the artists since Song and Yuan
Dynasties and aims at a likeness not only in appearance, but also in spirit. He
tries to break the limits and pursue a new inkwash drawing style.

Only by adopting advantages of others and using them in your own way can
an artist succeed. Not only does Mr. Zhang research the traditional techniques,
but also gives much attention to studying different styles of modern arts in
drawing bamboo. His friend nicknamed him "Bamboo Addict". He has col-
lected some famous artists’ works into one piece of paper entitled "Long Scroll
of Contemporary Masters’ Ink Bamboo Paintings” which is thought as a
rarely-seen art treasure.

Shungiao has formed his own artistic style in drawing bamboo with Chi-
nese ink. Through years’ efforts, he finished his Long Scroll with 10,000 Bam-
boos. This masterpiece is pregnant with implied meanings, and over ten artists
incribled their names on it.-

At present, Mr. Zhang Shungiao is in his golden age for art creation. I wish
he will be bursting with youthful vigour and produce more and more fine
works.

Written by An Xu,
Professor of Oriental Art Dept.
Nankai University

at "Ruofengzai" in 1996.
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