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Peace & Development and Children’s
Literature in the 21st Century

(Korea)Ri,Jae-Cheol

Children’s literature is an original literature to plant love and
ideal in children’s mind in order to establish peace and welfare of
the human community. Accordingly, the children’s literature has
to reflect four following conditions to make no distinction between
their genres to embody such a dream for the subject and content in
a literary work of all the genres.

Firstly we have to put an end to war and have to establish a
true peace by denying even the violence under the pretext of any
justification. It is said that people of three hundred million and
seven million in the lowest underdeveloped country kept body and
soul together with income less than one dollar while rich countries
have spent a lot of money on an enormous national defense expen-
ditures. According to the recent annual report of the international
peace institute in Stockholm, the sum of national defense expendi-
tures in the world amounted to 839 billion dollars last year. That
is, it spends 137 dollars per people in the world, also it corresponds
to 2.6% from the GNP in the world. We have to make good use

of all the world’s resource in order to improve human life, but we
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must not make use of the earth resource in order to produce the
weapons of killing and injuring.

Although we lead a life of national unit as regional communi-
ty, we must not alienate from the sense of common bonds of hu-
man homogeneity that we have to live together with a neighboring
countries and other people.

It was a major cause of the world war that the superpowers
had strived for a national hegemonism, superioritism and exclu-
sivism of others. We must be always watchful against the danger-
ous war to learn a lesson from such a historical fact.

Secondly, we have to rise above national boundaries, regions
and classes by love and we have to be near to the disabled and the
estranged children.

It will feel the importance of nature by love up to animals and
plants through a thought of life respect when we break down a
barrier between the disabled and the non-disabled. We must judge
a person not by regional relation, consanguinity ( blood relation),
and school ties but by ability, sincerity and social service and so
on. A desired image of man is the man who is full of a sense of al-
truist life-community and shares neighbor’s joy and sorrow. And
we really needs such men as a desired image of man in the 21st
century.

Thirdly, we must rightly reflect the past history among coun-
tries into the literature works in order to share neighbor’s joy and
SOITOW.

Although they have a shameful history, their right historical

consciousness will make the developmental source as we learn a fu-



