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FOREWORD

Wolong Nature Reserve, one of the first in China, was set up in 1963
with an initial area of 20000 hectares. It was later enlarged in- 1975 to
200000 hectares, with the approval of the State Council, and under the
control of the Ministry of Forestry. In 1986 Wolong became a State reserve
with the aim of protecting the giant panda and other rare and endangered

species and natural ecosystems.

In January 1980, Wolong became a Biosphere Reserve under the Man
- and Biosphere Programme of the United Nations. The Research and
Conservation Center for the Giant Panda was set up in Wolong in the same
year by China and the World Wild Fund For Nature. In 1986 Wolong was
nominated for inclusion in the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites.
Thus Wolong Nature Reserve has a high national and international profile.

Wolong has a wide altitudinal range, steep forested slopes, abundant
water and a high diversity of flora and fauna. It is an ideal site for a nature
reserve and for scientific research on natural ecosystems.

A large scale investigation of giant pandas and other rare and
endangered species of animals and plants was started in 1974 by a survey
team from the Ministry of Forestry. A giant panda ecological research

station was set up at wuyipeng in 1978 and investigations of other fauna
o112



were started at the same time. A second survey of the giant panda and its
habitat, partly supported by WWF, was carried out between 1985 and
1988 and the joint survey team worked in Wolong in 1987. Since
cooperation started between WWF and the Wolong Nature Reserve more
attention has been paid by the leader ship to development of the reservre
and to raising support from conservation organizations. The MAB Chinese.
committee has supported three research projects in Wolong in collaboration
with Sichuan Normal College.

During the last ten years much important research has been carried
out in Wolong, with the financial support of the Ministry of Forestry, the
Chinese Wildlife Conservation Association and other conservation
organizations at home and aborad and state Science and Technology
Committee. Publications resulting from this research are compiled here in
the form of a reference book for the study of natural resources. We give
special thanks to the Ministry of Forestry, the Sichuan Forestry Bureau,
the Chinese Wildlife Conservation Association, the State Science and
Technology Committee and the MAB Chinese Committee.

This volume is an unedited compilation of published papers: no
attempt has been made to alter or shorten individual authors's work. We

welcome any comments from readers and look forward to producing a

second edition in due course.

Editor
October 1990. 10
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