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Preface

Th Chunijie Festival (or the Spring Festival, the Chinese New
e Year) is the most important festival in China. Over
its several thousand years’ development, the Chunjie Festival has
become such a deep-rooted tradition that its existence simply denies
any substitution or alteration. As the saying goes, “Rich or poor, come
home for the New Year.” Family reunion for the Chunjie Festival has
been a cultural ritual of the Chinese people. For any Chinese individual,
the Chunjie Festival means not only the ultimate joy of having some
quality time with his/ her family, but ali the peace of mind attained
from the self-identification within a familiar culture. The Chunjie Festi-
val is similar to the Christmas in Western countries in that it helps
bring out the most sincere human emotions.

The Chinese celebrate the Chunjie Festival with firecrackers,
New Year posters, spring couplets, dragon and lion dances, and a
flourish of gongs and drums. They may appear mild and unassuming,
but the Chinese are an aspiring people nevertheless. The presence
of the Chunjie Festival as a unique marker of time indicates a two-
faceted Chinese character of inheriting the old and introducing the
new. The Chunjie Festival allows the Chinese to spare some time
reviving the age-old tradition of family reunion and at the same time
provides them with an opportunity to refresh their minds and embrace
the challenges of the future.

A cosmic circle concludes upon the arrival of the New Year and
everything is set anew, as a 17th-century Chinese philosopher Wang
Fuzhi puts it: “Heaven and Earth evolve with every fresh day.” Featur-
ing the tradition of bidding farewell to the old and ushering in the new,
the Chunijie Festival will be invigorated with boundless popularity.
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