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UNIT 1 GRAMMATICAL STRUCTURE

PART 1 Agreement

When we deal with the Grammatical Structure part of the
TOEFL or WSK test, it is essential to make the subject and the
verb agree in number and person. If the subject of the sentence is
singular, the verb must also be in the singular form. If the sub-
ject is plural, the verb must also be in the plural form. If the
subject is in the first person, the verb must also be in the first-
person form. If the subject is in the second or third person, the
verb form must agree with it. And it is possible that the verb

may be widely separated from the subject in the sentence.

Examples;
East Liverpool, Ohio, is called the pottery capital of the U-
nited States.

Variables such as individual and corporate behavior make it
nearly impossible for economists to forecast economic trends
with precision.

A majority of people in the United States can get all the calci-

um their bodies require from the food they eat.

In copper engravings and etchings, the impression caused by

the edges of the plate is clearly visible on the paper.

Under the guidance of choreographers, Martha Graham and
1



Jerome Robbins, American dance has reached new levels of

artistic achievement.

Although the rule is very simple, there might be some prac-
tical problems when we come to use the language. For example,
it may be difficult to determine whether the subject is singular or
plural or which word is the real subject, etc. The following are
some of the problems we often encounter in the TOEFL and
WSK tests.

1. Agreement of verb with compound subject

The parts of a compound subject are usually connected
by and, or, nor, either... or ..., and neither ...nor ...,
etc. Usually, when two or more subjects are connected by
and, the subject is considered to be plural and requires a plu-

ral verb form.

Examples
Long hours and exhaustion are his daily routine.

You and I are good friends.

There is one exception, however. Sometimes the two
subjects connected by and form a unit. In this case, the sub-

ject is regarded as singular and takes a singular verb form.

Example:

Butter and eggs is a good combination.
2. Subjects connected by “or” or “nor”

When two singular subjects are connected by the word or
or nor, the subject is singular. When the two subjects are
2



connected by either ... or..., neither... nor..., or, or
nor, and when one subject is singular and the other is plural,
the verb agrees with the subject that is nearer to it. If both

subjects are plural, the verb is also in the plural form.

Examples :

Either the men or'the women are responsible.

Neither John nor'}lis sisters are going to the beach today.
John or Tom is géing to the downtown area.

Either maths classes or psychology takes up all the time.

More money or more time is needed if this project is to work.

. Agreement of verbs with collective nouns

A collective noun that is singular in meaning requires a
singular form of the verb. A collective noun that is plural in
meaning requires a plural form,

Examples:

The family is opposed to the idea. (acting as a unit)
The family are opposed to the idea. (acting as individuals)

Words like crowd, people, troop, herd, jury, committee
and flock are collective nouns. Collective nouns indicating

time, money, and measurements are singular,

Examples;

Fifty-two dollars is too cheap for that book.

Thirty minutes isn’t enough to finish the work.



4. Intervening phrases

Sometimes the subject is followed by prepositional phras-
es or such expressions as together with, as well as, accompa-
nied by, etc. The subject of the sentence is not affected in any

way by the introduction of such phrases.

Examples:

Mr. John, accompanied by his wife and children, is coming.
The study of languages is not easy.
The effects of that crime are very obvious.

5. Agreement of subjects and verbs when the subject comes after
the verb

The subject usually precedes its predicate. But there are
two common constructions in which this order is reversed.
Many sentences that start off with an adverbial element (of-

ten a prepositional phrase) have “delayed” subjects.

Examples;

Between the two shops was a dining room.
Through the gate were the house and its famous gardens,

Another construction that causes “delayed” subjects be-

gins with an expletive “there” and “here”.

Examples

There is a man in the classroom.
There are three mice under the refrigerator.

Here come Mary and Tom.
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6. Special cases of agreement

When the word “number” is preceded by the article a., it
takes a plural verb form. When it is immediately preceded by

the article the, it takes a singular verb form.

Examples:
A number of girls are going to take part in the fashion show.
The number of students is not large enough.

The nouns like pants, shorts, trousers, glasses, tongs,
jeans and shears are always considered plural. They cannot
be singular. In order to use them as singular, we must say:

”

“a pairof ....

Examples :
The scissors are very sharp.

A pair of scissors was left on the table.

EXERCISES

In each of the following sentences, choose the one answer that

best completes the sentence and mark the answer,

1. which certainly look wise, are not thought to be a-
mong the most intelligent of animals.
(A) They are owls
(B) Owls are
(C) Owls
(D) There are owls

2. Two hours _ not enough to finish this book.



(A) are

(B) which is
) is

(D) being

. What do you need?

Two dollars  all I need.
(A) being

(B) is

(C) have been

(D) are

. Neither Jane nor her brothers
tomorrow’s field trip.

(A) need

(B) needs

(C) is needing

(D) has need

. Two dimes and a penny
him,

(A) are

(B) is

(C) was

(D) were

a consent form for

all the coins John had with

. There the last piece of cake and the last spoonful of

lce cream,
(A) we go
(B) goes
(C) go



10.

11.

(D) are losing

The motivation of the worker __ not a monetary re-
ward, but the satisfaction of a job well done.

(A) was

(B) were

(C) should be

(D) could be

My pants ___ laid on the bed.
(A) is

(B) was

(C) are

(D) being

. Bill, along with three other men, to represent the u-

nion at the next meeting.
(A) are

(B) was

(C) were

(D) 1s

The subject of these lectures by the lecture commit-
tee,

(A) announces

(B) have been announced

(C) announced

(D) has been announced

Where to find him and how to find him to us.

(A) is not known



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

(B) not known
(C) are not known

(D) has not known

the classroom needs the television.
(A) The offices and
(B) Either the offices or
(C) Both the offices
(D) The offices nor

“Who was arrested?”

“None of the men  arrested.”
(A) was

(B) has been

(C) would be

(D) were

Here _ notebook and the academic
promised you last week.

(A) is the

(B) are the

(C) was the

(D) has been

Economics  the science of choice.
(A) are

(B) which is

) 1s

(D) and

“Do you want to wait?”

paper that



