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A: This question is very complicateq Firs, | ogree thaf |

our cifies are row becoming the somd, Why? Because |
we neglected fhe natural environment, we neglected |
thie cultural heritoge, and we destrayed 100 much. |

We desiroyed the averyday living structures, even
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people’s houses. Things have not been designated |

o5 historical sifes, and they ore all gone: they have:

all been destrayed. Milions of square mefers have,

been destroyed in every city. And it s the natural
landscape and the cultural heritage that make o city
different from ofhers. So. when we wiped out all of

these lanascope:
| andt when we didn't respect the natural landforms,
ihe natural water systems. the natural vegetation, the
ecame man-made with no meaning or

form. Sometimes it looks like you've just dumped an

whole city

Amesican city in the middie of China.
In Shanghai. there are nine safelile towns, and i A: First, bacause China has been locked off for so
each town they want to build a fown from nine long that when it finaly opened in the 1780s, il fhe

mayers and professionals wen! o see Amaric

countries-one from the Netherlands, one from
fo see European cifies, 10 se

Germany. one from South America, and 5o forth-so e Versalles. to see Pors,
the fand or th

or the peapie who are going 1o ive here. 5o we

and Beriin, and they thought. “Theat's bieautitu, tha's

we just don't respe: e heritage of the

magnilicent.* So that's why hey think. “Now we want
That's the
don't know fhe form of a good cify amd

fo buid like Americans lie Befii, fike P

taly lose the connection betwaen fhe land and
todoy
And fhof's why we fose our cultural identity.

menaity. We

what Is o Ivable city for Chinc. Also, the system for
decisions cilows the mayor o select what he wants

The mayor mikes the deciions, f

ayor makes the.
planning-not a designer ar an urban planner. And

they say they liks the cities this way.
The third reason is bout the profession fself, China hos

been closed for sc many years, and modemism-the

concept and theory-and the mistakes. the friols; and

5

the emors of thie Westem word coma tous. The
textbooks are o old that we siil falk cbout Versalies
St. Peters Ploza, ond the baroque landscopes, The
o ation badly nesds
Thot's wh the professianal fiel s very weck n the foce
of the powerful mayors. We have alow v
Now, we fry 1o go fo fhe West for

Now we get 5o

Amedco,

and Herzog. We get CCIV headquarters, the grand
operc house, and fhe biris nest-fhey're ol designed by,
Westemers. OK. they ore beauliful architecture, they
are beaufiul tandscapes. but the client wants them

because they ore gigantic. They cost s much money.

they consume so much steel and concrete, and for
what? Just for shaw. Now, Ihis is not fhe designers

problem, | cannat blame fhe archifects.

)

T g

EVNE TS
LS. TR BRI

A: Yes, they are foking odvantage of the client. The
client waints fhe

t beoutiful, the biggest buildings
In the world. That's the client's mentalily, and fhe
designers are [ust feeding fhie clients with ol of fhese.

tempfing beaufies.




A That's it exactly. You remember the image | took

fram Kaolhaas's new book. He is actually teasing

about playing with these bulding
il be
a testing ground for these types of buidir

3 have rieve:

images are 5o atfroctive fhat the Chinese
eaity
maltenance protiam, fhe high cost of construction. |

drawn 1o them. But fh tofally differer

and we will hardly use if. So dll of these prot

A There are many meanin all furert'is two

charocters in Chinese: TTu" means earth, the land,

and ren" mears peopie. o s
of he fond and fhe peopie. And that's whe
going fo deoi with-the fand and fhe people. The |

slly a combinatio

secand meaning is because wh

Chinain 1997 fram fhe

went bock fo

fates. many people expected
me to choose @ fancy American name; ond fhot's
what many people do. Many peopi
name like ABC. or CDE. or
deliberat

mething fike tht. |

y chose my nome

signal that my
compary s native, Ifs local people, because notive
mieans you know e fand and the people. You know
more than anyone else aboul your own land and
your own relationship with the fand.

PALERBEEA

A: When we folk about “vanacular’ peopie aiways
| think of *fracit

naf’ thay think of radifional Chinese

gardens, the traditional way C

e peopie ve. But
that's past, that's gone. Téday | folked obout the
classical Chinese garden, which i not vernacular. It

was developed for the enjpero

as fhe empero
playground.

he real vemaculor foday s being
nization| We

destroyed by ur annot go bock fo
the old vemacular. We dannot go back 1o the
Baing

ople being moved o the

Hecause we o

1.3 bilion pa

another way of dealing with the
people. What |

thentic relafionship

s

between the o

4 and people. which means we must

build fo

mporan| people, for the me

eople, and based on mpdern technology. fivi

fe. and & modem understaning of the envionment.
Based on fhis new shuation) we have fo buld a new
| refationship with the land which means we're not
| going 1o go back o the rstalgic past-the land of
peach blossoms. If's naive

And we

ainly connot 5o fo this beautificati
o arfficl. and is an extension of |

model. which s als

the clossical gordering approach. Right niow there
s 1o authentic refafionshipy between fhe city and the

mmunity and fhe

s and the rivers and

the cifies. We fotally ignore that. That's why we have
i
relationship between land and people. and fhats the

1o follow fhe thited rmad, which is to find an authy

new vernacular, It will be for fhe comman people.

nd from the land, not from
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A Antplanring s what | would sy fs negative planring

In China for the past 20 years we always plan fo buid

o the infrastnicture, we pian the city,

we promote the ubanization process, we invite Ut

people fo mova nfe fhe city-that's posiive planning,
Now, I his procs

we fotaly forge! the land. We fotaly
forget fhat the land has its own Iving systerms. Now,

negative planning. or antplanding. means that we

have fo buid fhis londscaipe of iving system fist. Ifs o

unbuiidable land system, and we have fo plan fhis st

Saifs o negative processike photo Imox

youhave

negative and positive. Instead of frying

1o just build cifies, we have to protect the L
unbuidobie crea 3,50 ve use
miviiend ond mirimctscological @)
infastucture fo alow madmum utban

Z

the pastnol in China.

development-nol the ofherway
around, This s landscape
leading the way of uiban
development, which s nof the
wary s been

ot ec




ECO-DESIGN PHILOSOPHY

of Songshan Lake, Dongguan
—The Lakeside Road of Songshan Lake
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In @ wide-ranging discussion, the londscape architect
details how Chinese decision makers ond Westem
orchitects are unwittingly collabiorating fo drain the
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ple’s houses. Things have not been designated

torical sites, ond they are ol gane: they have

all been destroved. Milions of square meters haw

been destroyed in every city. And it is the notural

landscape and the cultural heritage thot make o city

diferent from ofhers. So. wi
I sscapes

we wiped out all of

the march
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A: This question is very complicated. Fist | agree that
our ciies ore now becorming fhe some. Why? Becouse
we negiected the nalurol envionment. we neglected |
| the cuurct heritage: and we destroyed foo much.
We destroyad the everyday fiving structures. even

»»[02 || New|Landscape - |1 |
|

| and when we didn't respect the naturai landfoms,

the natural woter systems. the natural vagetation. fhe:

whole city became man-made with no meaning o

form. Somafimes it looks like you've just dumped an

American city in the middie of C

inc.

In Shanghai. there ore nine satelite towns. and in

totaly lose the connection betws
e people-between history and foday's developrment.
ur cultural ider

And hat's why we [o:
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A: First, b
long that when It finally openad in the 19805, all e

1use Ching has been lacked off for so

mayess and professionals weri! fo see Americon cifies
1o see European ciies, 10 s
and Barfin, and they thought, "That's b
magnifi
| to bt fike Ameri

Veriolles o see Paris
i
150 thats why they thik, "Now we wan) ‘
o ke Berln, ke Pors Thot the
mentaly. We don't know the form of @ good city ana
what i a vable clty for China. Afs, the system for

i, thaf's

decisions allows the mayar 10 select what he wants.
The mayor makes the deciions, fhe mayor makes the
pianning-not a designer or an uban planner. And
they say they lie the cifies this way

The ihir recson s about fhe profession sell. China has
bean closed for s0 many years, and modemism-the

concept and theory-and the mistakes, he friais. ond

e armors of the Westem workd did not come fo us. The
fextbooks are o oid that we sfil falk about Versoiles,

5. Peters Plaza. and the boroaue landscapes. The

bady neecs fo =
Thats why the professiorictfisd is very weak in the face.
of fhe powertul mayors. We have @ low voice,

Now, We Iy 10 86 fo the West for help. Now we get so

many arehitects from Amesica: from European countries
such as Germany and e Nethedancs. We get Koohaas
0g. We gel CCTV headquarters. the arand
operahouse, and fhe bid's nest-they e ol designed by
Westermers. OK. they are beaufiful archifecture, fhey
are baaulitul landscapes, bul the cliént wants them

because fhey ore giganfic. They cox

much moriay,

they consume so much steel and concrefe, and for

what? Just for shaw. Naw. this is not the designers
probler. | cannot blame the architects

P%

BRE, TR

e ]

Az Yes, they are toking advantage of the clianl. The

client wants fhe most beaufiul, the biggest buildings

in the world. That's the client's mentaiity. and fhe

desigriers are jus

‘ading fhe cllents with oll of fhese

‘ templing beauties.



e

- New Landscape | [07 |44



ECO-DESIGN PHILOSOPHY
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