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Preface

Social security is an important pillar of modern market
economy, constituting an integral part of the market economy
system. It plays an important role and performs many important
functions as a mechanism and a means of promoting economic
development and social stability.

The Social Security System (SSS) of our country was born out
of the traditional system of planned economy and has become over
time increasingly incompatible with the socialist market economy
that has gradually come into being. So to expedite the reform of the
SSS and establish step by step a unified, standardized and socialized
social security system has become an urgent task dictated by the
needs of the establishment and perfection of the socialist market
economy system.

The reform of the SSS involves very complex systems
engineer-ing, and in our endeavors to push the reform through we
are certain to face problems which require our serious attention. It is
in the spirit of conscientious inquiry that the co-authors of this book

seek to make an in-depth and serious study of the major issues
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concerning the SSS in an innovative manner by presenting detailed
explanations of such basic concepts as the meaning, scope and
functions of social security, and probing into the interaction
between social security and national finance as well as the possibility
of establishing and perfecting a social security budget and a taxation
system in support of the social security program. At the same time,
they set out to analyze the advantages and disadvantages of the
funding and operation modes of social security programs, and are
able to spot the right choice to make in this respect in the context of
modern Chinese society. Also, they try to present a conceptual
framework of a new-type social security system, and recommend
the orieptation of the reform of the social security system of our
country and the feasible strategies to adopt in our efforts to address
the problems that are likely to a rise in the course of the
implementation of relevant programs. Finally, the comparative
study they make of international social security systems will
certainly provide us with useful experienc€ and inspirations from
which we can benefit considerably.

The analytical study made by the co-authors of this book is
characterized by theoretical insight and originality, providing
powerful tools with which to cope with practical and operational
problems which may arise in the course of the establishment and

perfection of the Social Security Systems in China.
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