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M Introduction for This Series

Introduction for This Series

This is a set of textbooks designed for international students attending short-term Chinese
language programs in China. There are six books in total, covering three levels—Novice,
Intermediate and Advanced. At each level, there is a book for reading and writing as well as a
book for listening and speaking. The whole set of books contain 2716 Chinese characters and
506 language points.

1. How the book is compiled

We started with a brief investigation of 548 sets of textbooks of this kind during the past
decade, and then made our writing plan based on a thorough analysis of the 23 sets of 80
textbooks. In addition, we conducted a questionnaire survey among nearly 300 international
students (239 valid replies) investigating their favorite topics, according to which the main
contents of our books were confirmed. As regards the selection of language points and
vocabulary ,we consulted The Curriculum of Teaching Chinese to International Students in
Universities and The Handbook of Basic Chinese Communication Sentences (the latter is the
result of a research of Beijing Normal University conducted by ZHU Zhiping, etc. and has been
recently published). Moreover, this set of books was further revised after a trial among more than
130 American students taking a summer program at Beijing Normal University.

2. Objectives and target readers

In recent years, a large number of university students come to China for attending credited
short-term Chinese courses during summer or winter vacations. We target them as our main
readers ,and accordingly make the three levels of our books correspond with the relevant levels
of the public Chinese courses in overseas universities. The two books at each level may cover
160 ~ 180 school hours. As this set of books mainly aims for short-term programs, we put much
emphasis on the development of learners’ daily communication skills. Each book contains
relatively independent topics and associated communicative functions. Teachers, therefore, may
flexibly choose what suits their students best when organizing teaching. This set of books can

also be used at Confucius Institutes for Chinese language learners from the general public.
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3. Teaching aims

This set of books aims to develop learners’ comprehensive abilities of using Chinese, with
the emphasis on oral communicative competence. At the “Novice” level, “listening-speaking” s
kills come before “reading-writing” skills, so that learners may start with key sentence structures
in spoken language, and then move on to Chinese characters, reading and writing. At the
“Intermediate” and “Advanced” levels, on the contrary, “reading-writing” skills come first, so that
learners may start with reading language materials on specific topics, and then practice listening
and speaking on the same topic. In this way, learners’ follow-up discussion based on necessary
vocabulary and background knowledge will broaden their mind and improve their speaking skills.

4. Book content and layout design

This set of books aims to improve learners’ language proficiency through practice.
Therefore, every lesson involves warm-up activities at the beginning and communicative tasks in
the end. As regards the format and design of the book, there are the following features: 1) The
table of contents is arranged in a table containing the key points of every chapter; 2) The |
anguage points are explained in little boxes in the margin besides the text instead of after the text;
3) The warm-up activities and end-of-text tasks are all accompanied by illustrations; 4)“Teaching
Guide” is provided at the beginning of every book to help teachers prepare for their class.

In general, the design of each book varies according to the three different levels, hence the
different book names. The characteristics of this set of textbooks determine that the
reading-writing class and listening-speaking class distinguish from and at the same time
correspond with each other. In addition, the texts are written or selected carefully, containing
vivid and interesting contents on the topics of sorts. The clear and concise explanation of
language points helps to achieve the teaching aim and the relevant exercises/tasks embody the
task-based teaching approach as well.

All in all, this set of course books aims to be “simple”, “applicable” and “effective” in
design. The “simple” feature lies in the selection of brief but high-quality texts and in concise
explanation of language points. The “applicable” feature lies in the book’s applicability in
teaching regardless of time, region or target learners. The “effective” feature indicates that
learners may expect to make a quick progress in their Chinese language proficiency so as to

acclimatize themselves to the daily life in a Chinese context.
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Teaching Guide for This Book

The Approach: Introductory Chinese focuses on fundamental sentence structures of
colloquial Chinese according to their semantic functions. The “Listening-Speaking” book and
the “Reading-Writing” book contain 38 Lessons in 8 Units respectively, and may be used
separately or complementarily.

The “Reading-Writing” book corresponds with the “Listening-Speaking” one at the same
level and plays a complementary role. In general, the vocabulary and grammar of the
“Listening-Speaking” book do not go beyond the “Reading-Writing” book, and there are notes
on the newly appeared words and language points if any. In this way, learners may focus on
reading and writing practice as well as the practice of writing Chinese characters. For the sake of
convenience, there is a character list in this book. The specific teaching advice is as follows:

(1) It takes 90 ~ 100 minutes to study one Lesson.

(2) It is suggested to use this book together with the “Listening-Speaking” one. At the
“warm-up”  stage, the teacher may talk with students to refresh their memory of learned
vocabulary and sentence structures.

(3) We try to avoid dull grammar and words explanation. First of the first, we intend to let
students understand the meaning of the text. And then, gradually, guide students to write phrases
related following the examples.

(4) Apart from reading and writing, learning new characters is also an important task in this
course. The teacher should introduce students the basic components of characters and the order
of strokes, and then teach them how to write based on such knowledge.

(5) The after-text exercises aim to improve students’ reading and writing abilities from
sentence level to paragraph level. The teacher may use them flexibly according to students’

needs and the availability of class time.
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Goals

Grasp the language points as
well as the meanings and

usages of key words.

. Learn to read and write the key

Chinese characters and the

numbers.

. Read and understand text about

self-introduction, the
introduction to one’s work and
study, the introduction to one’s
address, family members, etc.,
the description of a person, and
learn to write basic sentences

on these topics.

. Grasp the language points as

well as the meanings and

usages of key words.

. Learn to read and write the key

Chinese characters and
expressions for time and date,

etc..

. Read and understand text about

hobby, sports, describing the
time that something happens
and learn to write basic

sentences on these topics.
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1. Read the text about

3.

self-introduction,
work and study,
family, people’s age

and looks.

. Write Chinese

characters.

. Write sentences to

introduce oneself,
work and study,

family as well as
people’s age and

looks.

. Read the text about

hobby, sports,
describing the time
that something

happens.

. Write Chinese

characters.

Write sentences to
introduce one’s
interest, interest in
sports and short
passaged to describe

the time.



1 AR FiE R

...... B/ (kY-
2. AMEEREK Ao
3. AR ;oo T radj.
A, FTARE” LI e el eee e
5. eeeees 1 | S 6. -+ JF
 JP A e (EWH)
8. numAmw.An. 9. ---ee 73| EEEREE
10 “PE" 5% 27 “ T +maw.”
(TR0
11, coeeeeBeceeee 12, woeees V%
1. oo TS s 2. e+
adj.++n. 3. oo SRR eeeeee
4, FFeonn 5. Ko HIVEA +
MR 6.2 1+v.(RAREN)
7. WHAv. 8 At +v.
9. A Fl B+—i2+v.
10, -ee-e v 1L e
1D, swsmns LA L=
18; remes EIL?

TR 2 M B A
e£e 22 R [T S O (O |
w o A ®A O H

MWK MO OB X

¥ gk EsE W BT
A OWE B WAk B
ek Wy RE & K HE
BOH OBEX EL
T WMER Bk 23 B
2, i EEW 8RO BLb

SIS I WECR 2
WooM K MR LB

TR #HE SF WHE A
5ORM AR ¥ DUR
IR

i REuE
~ Key Characters

A & R #
A
S S A /N
om U R
W fE
o T oa M
H % # A
B F OB O
x o n % &
.

Ko REFTHENETE N

HEESM¥NHAIHSEDHE

S DE S ENIHSEEN
Hodn m ¥ S U A N HEEE R

>

= fm M

El

%4

o
[Ea,

ot




i® H

Units / Lessons

OFEEINE

23 HR
Goal

$=Hyx HELEFI(“E”) /49

BOWR R R

510 i
%11
%12 iR
5513 i

1.
Mtk / 51

MR 157

FENRAE JLIZR 163 2.
Wz 1 69

& 175

Grasp the language points as
well as the meanings and
usages of key words.

Learn to read and write the key
Chinese characters and expres-

sions for time and date, etc.

. Read and understand text

talking about meals and eating
preference, ordering food at the
restaurant, making requests and
paying at the restaurant, and
describing experiences and
making comments and learn to
write basic sentences on these

topics.
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1.

Grasp the language points as
well as the meanings and
usages of key words.

Learn to read and write the key
Chinese characters and
expressions for time and date,

(o) (615

. Read and understand text about

shopping, dress, dry—clean at a
laundry and banks and learn to
write a composition on these

topics.
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Reading and Writing Tasks

1. Read the text about
meals and eating
preferences, ordering
food, asking for service
and paying at restaurant
and personal experience
and comments.

. Write Chinese characters.

. Write sentences to
describe meals and eating
preferences, ordering
food, asking for service
and paying at restaurant
and personal experience

and comments.

1. Read the text about
shopping, dress, dry—
clean at a laundry and
banks.

Write Chinese

characters.

. Write composition to
describe shopping, dress,
dry—clean at a laundry
and banks.
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Grasp the language points as
well as the meanings and
usages of key words.

Learn to read and write the key
Chinese characters and
expressions for time and date,

ete..

. Read and understand text about

location and asking/ giving
directions, public
transportation, bobking tickets,
weather and climate, visiting to
others’ and learn to write

composition on these topics.

15k5 Y

Grasp the language points as
well as the meanings and
usages of key words.

Learn to read and write the key
Chinese characters and
expressions for time and date,

elc..

. Read and understand text

talking about living places and
surrounding environment,
describing rooms, booking
rooms and living in a hotel,
renting a house, tidying a room
and learn to write composition

on these topics.
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1. Read the text about

location and asking/
giving directions, public
transportation, booking
tickets, weather and
climate, visiting to

others’.

. Write Chinese characters.

. Write composition to

describe location and
asking/ giving directions,
public transportation,
booking tickets, weather
and climate, visiting to

others’.

. Read the text about

living places and
surrounding environment,
describing rooms,
booking rooms and living
in a hotel, renting a

house, tidying a room.

2. Write Chinese characters.

. Write composition on

living places and
surrounding environment,
describing rooms,
booking rooms and living
in a hotel, renting a

house, tidying a room.
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1. Grasp the language points as

2.

1.

well as the meanings and
usages of key words.

Learn to read and write the key
Chinese characters and
expressions for time and date,
etc..

Read and understand text
talking about selecting
university and major, placement
and class transfer, compus
environment and extracurricular
life, individual abilities, exams
and learn to write a composition
on these topics.

Grasp the language points as
well as the meanings and

usages of key words.

. Learn to read and write the key

Chinese characters and
expressions for time and date,

etc..

. Read and understand text about

physical exercises, matches and
tournaments, being sick and
seeing a doctor, experiences
and impressions, graduation
ceremony and parties, and learn
to write a composition on these
topics.

1.

Read the text about
selecting university and
major, placement and
class transfer, compus
environment and
extracurricular life,
individual abilities,exams.
Write Chinese characters.
Write composition on
selecting university and
major, placement and
class transfer, compus
environment and
extracurricular life,

individual abilities,exams.

Read the text about
physical exercises,
matches and tournaments,
being sick and seeing a
doctor, experiences and
impressions, graduation
ceremony and parties.
Write Chinese characters.
Write a composition on
physical exercises,
matches and tournaments,
being sick and seeing a
doctor, experiences and
impressions, graduation

ceremony and parties.



