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More than a hundred years ago, the construction of the China-Eastern Railway Line had opened the stage curtain for Harbin's progress
from a small fisherman's village beside the River Song'hua'jiang to a modern metropolitan. Brought along by their high hopes and expectations,
people of all walks of life came to this place that were full of adventure and opportunity one after another in order to seek their fortunes, and
among them were peasants, craftsmen, businessmen, ideologists, revolutionaries, literary youths, colonists, business founders, the former
aristocrats fleeing from the Old Russia and the Jewish refugees etc. Thence, various kinds of ideologies of old and new as well as different
cultures originated from the East and the West were clashed, merged, settled and accumulated one another in this place to have gradually formed
in Harbin an unique cultural character and a distinguished urban appearance. In addition, all kinds of humanitarian imprints had found their way
into specific spaces here, i.¢. the urban layout, the street views and the architectural styles etc. Therefore, a rich humanitarian connotation was
embodied here to demonstrate the history and vicissitudes of the city as well as the past glory and brilliance enjoyed by this international city
that had a rich character of exoticism.

The carly architectures of Harbin had gathered together in themselves the various building styles of the contemporary Europe including
the schools of Baroque, Byzantium, Classicism, Eclecticism and Art Nouveau etc. It is really the only occurrence in the nation that so many '
schools of architectural styles have congregated in a single city. Among them the buildings of the Art Nouveau style have also stayed at an
important position in the history of world architecture. Besides, there are also the buildings of "Chinese Baroque" school combining the West
with the East in this city, as well as the so-called Socialist Industrial architectures with imprint of the former Soviet Union built during the First
Five-Year Plan period in addition to the Chinese traditional houses. All of these are the precious historical and cultural heritages for Harbin, the
common wealth of the society and the very fascination owned by the city. Despite of the fact that some buildings have distinct vestige of foreign
cultures, they are still in essence the rich fruits representing the abundant imagination and creativity of Chinese laboring people. Consequently,
the city of Harbin had been approved by the State Council as one of the third-batch National Famous Historical and Cultural Cities in 1994
despite of its quite short history. From then on, the city had become one of the 101 cities entitle as the Cities of National Historical and Cultural
Heritage need to be protected emphatically.

The protective work of the famous historical and cultural cities has a profound historical and practical significance for inheriting our long
historical and cultural traditions, conducting patriotism education, promoting construction of socialist spiritual civilization, and in particular, for
the fulfilling the strategic deployment made by the Third Plenary Session Of The Sixteenth CPC Central Committee regarding the promoting
the coordinated economical and social development. In the recent years, Harbin had accomplished plenty of effective work mainly in excavating,
saving and protecting the architectures of historical and cultural heritage. The municipal urban planning division has designated more than 240
architectures in three groups as the architectures need to be protected after the municipal government approves them with planks being hung.
While the historical buildings are protected, the necessity to protect their n‘éarby environment should also be emphasized. The work shall be
enhanced from protecting single house and cultural relics to the protection of historical blocks, thus to realize an overall protection for the urban
pattern and the whole urban appearance. The protected street the Central Boulevard shall be renovated into a walker's shopping block of
Continental European style. The national key cultural protection unit - the Sophia Cathedral and its nearby environment is already renovated and
a construction art square is built. In addition, the protection work of the South Er-dao Street of Dao-wai is carried out to maintain it as the
traditional commercial shopping street, and its style of "Chinese Baroque" is once again recovered. The effort has not only obtained the warm
support and welcome from the mass citizens but also got good appraisals from experts at home and abroad as well as the distinguished guests
and friends.

The history is never to be copied. We must be very careful in this regard and have those old buildings should be preserved duly protected.
For those hard to be decided for the time being, we should keep them intact instead of demolishing and damaging them hurriedly; or else, we
shall owe dearly to the history as well as to our offspring. Most importantly, we must fully tap our intelligence and wisdom in combining
protection with renovation, so as to realize in this city of Harbin an organic integration of history with the future. The time of globalization is
coming, so the local characteristic is especially precious. The scenic style and feature of a modern city can not be exactly the same as that of the
Manhattan area of New York or the Pudong New District in Shanghai. The coarse and vulgar situation of "same expression for a thousand cities"
or "same style for a thousand houses" should be discarded. Therefore, we are required to maintain and carry forward the original characteristics
of the city and inherit the existing architectural style at the one hand, and more importantly, follow the city's cultural coherence in order to create
architectural masterpieces that are rich in spirit of time representing the advanced cultures, as well as establish an urban sight-viewing character
with an unique Harbin characteristic. Harbin should become not only an economically dynamic city, but also a responsible, characterized and
charming metropolitan.

Now the first group of literatures concerning protection of Harbin as a famous historical and cultural city is ready for publication. Having
embodied in them the painstaking effort of the city planning workers, the books are entitle respectively as <Impression of Harbin>, <The Static
Music Movement>, <Pictorial Collection of Harbin Architecture Protection> and <The Famous Historical and Cultural City - Collection of
Protection Plan>. They shall not only show to us a stylish historical picture scroll, represent its unique architectural art, but also conserve the
would-be going away historical musical movement by outlining the development track of the city of Harbin. They shall also make people to
recall, recollect and ponder, thus to arouse the cultural protection consciousness among the mass citizens and people of all walks of life, so as to
further promote the protective work of Harbin as a famous historical and cultural city. While the original urban layout and architectural character
is inherited, a new image of the city shall also be established to render a powerful support for building the city into an unforgettable metropolitan.
In this sense, this group of book is doubtless of important historical and cultural values. The coming year of 2005 shall be the 100th anniversary
of the establishment of Harbin City as an local administrative authority by the former Qing Dynasty government, and the publishing of this book
series is to be a precious present for Harbin - a city of hundred-year history that shall greet its new renaissance and resplendence.

City is both a materialistic object and a live creature which has "life" and "soul". May a piece of space be conserved for retaining people's
remembrance, so that they can reside upon it their sentiment, comprehension and free recollection of the city. Here, what people seek is not
only the resurrection of the traditional material space, but also the resurrections of culture and spirit as well as the affections for that city's history.

It is the common responsibility for us people of this generation to respect the history and treat well for the past, so that the unique cultural
heritage of Harbin can be conserved forever for our offspring generations.

At the end of Year 2004
Authored by a member of the Standing Committee of CPC Heilongjiang Provincial Committee and concurrently the CPC Municipal Party Sec-
- - e retary of Harbin.




sxn O T

(RIS ) — B HRETF 7, BUSE K, CARK B, PACE R,
N, VUL PR A TR e AR e b ol i Rk s, R Bl BB TSR L Sl
R Jaa i . dnala g B ST Fdnk s MUY i 2 AR

Dol BT OV 25 S0 B0 o A R HE D R, il DA HH T R e 3% BT G 2R RTTR] 58 0 o 1 7% 35 3k o 1
oI . SR % 565 2k G . W R BRI 1 LR bR 18084 BRI I AR, R
N OPEREL ) M. B A SUEREE, i Ribad SRRy ROk 14 2
SR PR PES T, BEEE N <A DEERT | Ay SIBTRE o BEah TR AR e 2R
Wil R AR -k R IR B IR RS, 52 I IR BRBUIR C &Y
W, WAREOREIRI Y L T WHUIE N AR BRI, 0 RIEER AR (1567 LAY
TRAGEHRAERIRE, . “SKAN7 . “PREL SWSgEr, MR A
bk i1 02 B g BRI R L Tl Sl . DR AR ZEG 1A ORRIN ]

WA AR DI U I3l B R, Rk s Ol TR i Y R ek R R IR . PRI
ARNKT I, AEA WO H o R el B . AR R RI” da
7Rl B i, WS M RE AP DX I, AR B, R AR A i S S
SRR, Al 2 IR S R RIERE . 19324E T O RMY R IR e LRI
B A VTR 10007, BRRITHLE 258 F i A B, $J19434F, Wy/RIEAITLER74 0 A, K
F 4 DX BT RS AT, B 11 Sl 5 e ) AL B P IR R R, O RS RLK
BB Bk (0 o B W R - Wi AR SRl AR, 19564 2R IR S A
BMMECHE . (e WIm], JERE 1 ER M Jy WA Tk . 195845 Bl 45l i 1l 28 e 1y i %2
WAl 7 R BRI LR DX, AES T i R I I DX R 5 BRAE W 2% ol )
ATEERE

Ny AT 7R R el BRI R g s, PR S B D LR, R AR R
AT SCbk, BEENA AR D sl SCAE S IRPR D CARRDIFRE, WAE20024FR 8RR 1 iy 2R3l
Yl o R Sy % e o b o R 2 S it . PR OGS R AL

BAE, 2l KB AR ESI RS, BOER T R LR, AT ZE .
WP RS v e, BRILES S, IAPORE IR 4 A D st ek 0T i dnk ol e R el . ol g P R A
2RI H 5 USSR 0 2 IR, ML A0 RERE A rivE i . R RE. s MBI, JRGEEIRHE.
A RFRURYE . . ERE, P BA . SCRIRE, BRI L. i E AT IR
R . A%t R BE U RO R A

CAEOREET o MIBERE SR ©AESER NS, SABRER ALy B8 W R R AR R .

Bk ed, EEM 7 IO A0 DIk I i AR DL, G il i o Bt K R HILIB il
PR, A “SE PR RE, AmdUNEE, BRI MR, WY RTH DAICRRT 4RI
SR BRI BL, IEGAEPRZE YA B RRE 2 R, Sl AR BE R Dy e SR E R A G
Z, OWR A B IE eI, ST . SSEETS ). BRLER Rk ) i BRACAE KRR,
SRR R e Rl A 2%, TR IR B R

20044E12)] 22 H




g % 4 MAE A ARE T T4 g EDhRE KEHK BAAHK
A K BRakLr

% R FhEA B O M M fm ERL KR ®RIM FTILE K R
wAsE ER— E2RE K M KF Prkem RKEF FRE GKAET
e E A BEH KR F MNEL dFR EZER HRE

FiR Bl AEM KA FRE k%

b RIE « 77« £

@ £ % RN K H MAR Rz Lhak
% B A MM KM ®YWM BAEXL Rifh
mEk FTER K R TR R EERS
%A

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE OF PRESERVATION AND PLAN OF HARBIN HISTORICAL AND
CULTURAL CITY SERIES

Director: Nie Yunling

Executive Deputy Director: Yu Binyang

Deputy Director: Xie Qingguo, Gao Enshi, XuShuhua, Xu Hongjiang, Wang Hongxin, Wu Songtao,

Wang Bingzhong, Zhang Guodong, Luo Zhonglin, Liu Zhongxian and Shao Jihong

Member of editorial committee : Sun Huijie, Zhao Bo, Chen Ye, Jiao Shouli, Wang Fengshan, ZhangXianghan,
WeiShaoshan,Yu Yabin, Zhang Qiong, Qu Chunxing, Tang Huiyi, Li Shuxiao,
Liu Songfu, Liu Daping, Deng Linhan,Guo Enzhang, Chang Huaisheng, Xu Suning,
Sun Chengren, Meng Lie, Yang Hiﬁhg&éi:ﬁl};gng Qi, Liu Yuncai, Liu Xinmin,
Wang Zhigiang and Han Shumei ~ = £ B

Advisor: Li Guangyao, Zhang Xianghan, Li Shuxiao and Qu Chunxing

GLANCE BACK THE OLD CITY’S CHARM OF HARBIN
Editor in chief: Yu Binyang
Deputy editor in chief: Wang Fengshan, Zheng Qi, Xie Qingguo
Xu Hongjiang and Wang Bingzhong
Member of editorial committee: Sun Huijie, Chen Ye, Zhang Xianghan
Wei Shaoshan, Zhou Xianwen, Song Liwei
Yang Yansong, Yu Yabin, Zhang Qiong
Yu Xiangdong, Han Shumei and Wang Zhigiang

Design majordomo: Yang Hongwei




suviws . VAT U

The pictorial < Glance back the old city’s charm of Harbin > is to be published pretty soon. Based on city
map, taking historical photographs as its mirrors and illustrated with text, it has presented the development
skeleton of the Harbin city at three layers of macro, intermediate and micro perspectives in order to demon-
strate its expansion scale, the evolution of urban structure, change of city’s functions and the swift vicissitude
of the urban appearance.

In retrospect back to the hundred-year development history of the city, one can find out that the internation-
al geopolitics and the national strategy had played important roles to the formation, development and flourish
of Harbin. The rising up of Harbin as a modern city started in 1898 when the China-Eastern Railway line was
constructed. The project was one of the outcomes brought about by the <China-Russia Secret Agreement> at
the time. On that specific historical background and environment, the Harbin city in 1920’s and 1930’s had
developed into an international city which had multiple cultures and diversified characteristics. As a result, it
was appraised widely at the time as “the Minor Paris in the East” and “the Oriental Moscow”. Hence, Harbin
had witnessed its first “resplendence” period for the first time in its development history that was brought
about by its passive opening-up gestures to the outside world. Since the founding of the People’s Republic of
China, the international political relations at that time had played a decisive role to the destiny of Harbin — it
was nominated as one of the pivotal cities for the socialist economical construction during the periods of the
first and second Five-Year Plans. Among 156 key projects of constructions supported by the aid of former
Soviet Union, 13 of them were built in Harbin while the enterprises of “Three Big Power-Driven” and “Ten
Big Military” had settled in the city one after another. The entrance of those big scale projects had changed it
from a consuming city into one of the most important cities of machinery and electrical industries. Hence
Harbin was undergone its second brilliance period.

All of the previous urban planning programs made in the past had played their decisive roles in city’s im-
portant construction and development projects at several times. For serving their respective purposes, Rus-
sians and Japanese had compiles their urban planning projects of Harbin at different times. The *“New City
Plan” made at the beginning of the last century had used the advanced planning technology at the time, i.c.
the distinctly decided partition for the city functions and the reasonable urban layout, while the road network
was distinguished for its adoption of square lattice pattern and the radiate shape streets etc. All of those had
laid quite an excellent foundation for the urban planning of Harbin at its very beginning. The “Metropolitan
Plan of Grand Harbin” made in 1932 had specified that the population scale was 1 million and the planned
land area for development would be as big as 258 Km2. In 1943, the population of Harbin had reached 740
thousand and the road skeleton linking various districts had basically formed. As a result, the urban infra-
structure had shown its preliminary scale. After the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the first
round of urban general plan and layout was compiled in Harbin during the first Five-Year Plan period in order
to satisfy big-scaled construction. It was approved in 1956 by the National Construction Committee for
implementation. During that period, two industrial districts named as Bungalow District and Power-Driven
District was established. Along with the requirement for the local industrial development, the Three Trees
Chemical District and the West-Harbin Mechanical District was exploited and built, while the Xue-fu District
was shaped in the South of the city, thus to have formed the basic structures of the city layout for Harbin at
the present day.

For better understanding the development history of urban planning and preserving some precious histori-
cal information of Harbin, as well as excavating and inheriting the unique cultural coherence of the city, it
was in as early as 2002 that the idea of collecting and sorting the relevant pictorial data had been raised — the
work was to be jointly done by the Urban Planning Bureau and the Harbin Urban Planning Institute.

Thanks to the studious effort paid by the mass personnel participated in the editing, a great many of histori-
cal literature had been collected; wherein many old maps and photographs were very precious because they
were seen by people for the first time. We have selected from them with utmost care the urban planning
charts, city street plans of various historical periods, as well as many old pictures representing various kinds
of land usage type etc., then to have them unscrambled, interpreted, sorted, and tidied up as well as get them
compiled and printed into the different volumes. This book adheres to principles of authority, professional-
ism and correctness, and the charts, pictures and texts contained in it are excellent and capable of objectively
representing the history. Therefore, it has very important values of usage, reference, enjoyment and collec-
tion.

“Gain new knowledge through reviewing the old” The purpose of reviewing history is for summing up ex-
perience, and the summing up of experience is for creating a much better tomorrow.

In the new century, the nation has put forward a strategic decision of reviving the old industrial bases of the
North-East China area, thus to bring about the new development opportunities and challenges for the city of
Harbin. In the practices of “Striving for quicker development, overwhelmingly building up a primary well-off
society, and reviving the city of Harbin”, this city shall take the opportunity of implementing the new round
general urban-planning program and correctly deal with a series of relations, i.e. economical construction vs
social progress, and urban expansion vs protection of historical and cultural heritages, in order to build
Harbin into a modern metropolitan that are suitable for business founders, people’s residence and full of dy-
namics, as well as a distinctly characterized and charming city for realizing the new renaissance of city and
creating once again the brilliance of Harbin.

22" December 2004
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In the map, the red blocks refer to the existed
villages in 1897, while the other color blocks

refer to the external expansion boundry of city
area in different periods
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In 1898, the China-Eastern Railway started to construct along the whole
length. In the spring of 1899, the planning and construction of Harbin New
City were undertaken by the Engineering Bureau of China-Eastern Railway.
The site of the New City was chosen at the narrow height between the railway
station and the Majiagou stream. The road system was in a combination of grid
pattern, radiated lines and circular curves according to the topography of the
terrain. The arterial roads cross at the center of the city. The living residential
area, commercial center, administration center and park green area of the New
City was distributed rationally. The residential blocks were devided regularly
and the standard designed garden houses were laid along the edges of the
terrain.

The main roads in Butou District (Daoli) were all perpendicular to the
Songhua River, intersected with an oblique arterial road Jingwei Street which
connected with the New City (Nangang) tortuously through the Jihong Bridge.
The secondary streets of Butou District (Daoli) were all perpendicular to
Zhongguo Main Street (Central Main Street) formed a lot of blocks which was
longer from east to west and narrower from south to north. This is a layout
form suitable for the commercial areas.

A little behind the New City (Nangang). the district of Butou (Daoli) and
Fujiadian (Daowai) also developed gradually. There was a circulated saying
that “Nangang is paradise, Daoli is the human world while Daowai is the hell”,

reflected the urban image of the early days while Harbin was constructed.
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Picture of the local existed situa-
tion of Harbin in1897

The existed situation of Harbin area
before the beginning of construc-
tion of China-Eastern Railway.







