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Forward

Wen Xing Yuan
General Manager of Hainan Post Corporation

Philately is a cultural activity with stamps as its carrier, originating
from and fused with the post, and developing as a companion with the
emergence and development of the post. Philately in company with the
post experiences three developing periods, namely Chinese Imperial Post,
the Chinese Postal Service (the post of Chinese People’s Revolutionary
war} and People’ s Post. Therefore, the philatelic history can’t be
separated from, but a part of the history of post and stamps.

The compilation of The Philatelic History of Hainan was a process of
more than one year. Based on a great deal of materials dug and collected
in a wide scope, it insists in eliminating the delusion, distinguishing the
false and retaining the truth, striving to search the historical facts, and
sticking to using the smooth language, combining pictures with texts in
excellence, striving to suit both refined and popular tastes, which makes
the book a history record to narrate comprehensively and systematically
the philatelic activities of Hainan province. The book records fully and
accurately the emergence, development and growth of philatelic activities
of Hainan Province, during more than one hundred years from the
naissance of modern post in the early 20th century to 2006. It especially
recounts the course of healthy and continuous development of Hainan
philatelic undertaking in the past 20 years since the Third Flenary
Session of the 11th Party Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China, after which China carried out reform and opening up and strode
into the new century. The book fills up the vacancy of historical

philatelic record in Hainan and realizes the common wishes of several



generations of collectors of Hainan, The philatelic history of Hainan is a
philatelic monograph 10 keep the history and benefit the future ages,
edily the moderns and encourage the posterities taking the history as a
mirror. It is a reference book to know and understand the developing
course of Hainan modern post, and to some extent, an assistant reading
matter to find out and leam the Chinese postal history and circumstance
of Hainan Province as well as the historical data to help to understand
the nature and rules of history and educate the general stamp lovers with
healthy and correct values of philately, and a reference hook to direct the
deep and healthy development of the philatelic culture.

The Philatelic History of Hainan is a crystal of collective efforts and
wisdoms, and it agglomerates the dedicating spints and valuable
treasures accumulated by the philatelists and philatelic scholars of the
old generations as well as the experts of all professional committees of the
provincial philatelic association and part of retired leaders and comrades
of the former postal departments of Hainan Province. On occasion that
the book meets its readers, I would like to convey my deep thanks to the
compilers who paid out their painstaking efforts, the philatelists in or out
of the province who provided various materials and historical data and
brought forward their valuable opinions, and the veteran leaders and
comrades who ever concerned about and gave their instructions 1o the
compilation of the book.

Being a part of advanced socialist culture, philatelic culture can
play its special role in strengthening the construction of socialist ethics
and building harmonious Enterprise. The publication of The Philatelic
History of Hainan will surely play an important role in popularizing the
philatelic culture and raising the philatelic level of Hainan province. I
hope earnestly that general philatelic workers of Hainan province take
the publication of the book as a new starting point, and carry on the
past and open a way to the future to bloom the philatelic undertaking,



keep pace with the times with one heart and one mind to create hand in
hand the new world of the philatelic work and activities and compose a

new chapter of the philatelic undertaking of Hainan province.

Oct. 2008
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Notes on the Use of the Book

1. The book narrates comprehensively and systematically the course
of philatelic activities in Hainan Province during the past nearly one
hundred years. Philately originates from the post, and study on postal
history belongs to the category of that on philatelic academy, and it is
also a content of philatelic activities. Therefore, the headstream and the
development of China Post, especially of Hainan Post, is synoptically
narrated as the first chapter in the book.

II. When recounting events, the book insists on the principle of
being detailed for near events and brief for the far. The earliest event
covered in the book is uncertain, but the latest is in 2006. In order to
meet the demand of keeping history, the narration of the headstream and
development of the post traces back to the inchoation of the post station
service in ancient china.

III. According to the principle of being detail for today and brief for
past. The book emphasizes in the history of philatelic activities of Hainan
province in the modem and present age, especially those since the Third
Plenary Session of the 11th Party Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China and the foundation of the Hainan province.

IV. The structure of the book is arranged in tum from chapter,
section and item, and events are classified. The whole book is compased
of 8 chapters and 34 sections. Repeating part in different chapters is
written in different methods, trying best to make words concise and
venation clear,

V. As for time formulation, years are given according to the
Christian chronology. The years for the events occurring before the

republic of China are expressed according to the history chronology, and
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the years of the Christian chronology are given as well. As old names of
the places differ from those of today, present name are given in the
brackets.

VI. Appendixes at the end of the book include Philatelic
Memorahilia of Hainan provinee, members of philatelic organizations, all
representatives lists in each member congress, and lists of advanced
individual.

VI, As for the data sources, the book mainly cites archives
collected in Archives of Hainan province, Archives of Postal
Administration of Hainan province, also refers 1o bibliotheca, namely
The Philaselic Dictionary of China, the Philatelic Eneyclopedia, Post
Service and Post of China, Postmark History of China, Philately of
Guangdong , Fncyclopedia of Hainan, Hainan Province - Posts and
Telecommunications , Establishment Evolution of Hainan Island, and

Philately, etc.
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Preface

Hainan province, Called “Qiong™ for short, located at the most
south tip of China, lying at the middle part of west Pacific economic
zone, it is the strategic pass on the sea. Hainan occupies a land area of
35, 354 square km, and a sea area of 2 million square km. In 2006,
there were population of 8. 3588 million with 39 nationalities, namely
Han, Li, Miao and Hui. And the Li is the native nationality of Hainan
island. 18 cities and counties, as well as Xisha, Zhongsha, Nansha
islands and surrounding sea waters and Yangpu Economic Development
Zone are under its jurisdiction. Hainan province is a tropical island with
the smallest land area and the largest sea area in China.

As a glittering pearl on the vast South Sea, Hainan Island has its
special natural resources. The towering Wu Zi Mountain, Wanquan
River with charming scenery, the miracle and beautiful Deer Looking
Back and the remotest end of the earth are the epitome of the abundant
natural sights of Hainan Island. The cerain water and the earth fosters
the certain people. With its long history and influence by the Zhongyuan
culture, Hainan has gestated many famous figures in the past dynasties.
In ancient Hainan, there were Bai Yu Chan (Song) , a poet and artist as
the first man of Hainan culture, Huang Dao Po ( Yuau), the famous
textile weaving technologist, Qiu Rui (Ming), a great literature master
of the dynasty, Hai Rui (Ming), an incorruptible governor, and Zhang
Yue Song (Qing), the sole Tan Hua in Hainan. In modem times, there
were Song Qing Ling, the honorary chairperson of Republic of China,
Zhang Yun Yu, a general living in army for the whole life, Feng Bai Ju,
the flag holder fighting in the sole island and keeping the red flag
erecting for 23 years, Red Ladies Army that is famous all round the
island and throughout China, and Li Xiang Qun, a hero fighter in the
new period. Besides these, Hainan also has its natural conditions and



social customs with the specialty of coconut wind and sea charm, as well
as cultural heritages. Some of these have mounted the palace of stamps
in tew China which is honored as national name card”, and some have
become the important eontents collected by the stamps collectors. And
more: themes provide philatelic matters with abundant material and solid
foundation.

The philatelic history of Hainan has gone through the process of the
germination, rising, low ebb, renaissance and development. Well —
organized , well - led and scale philatelic activities mainly happened after
the foundation of new China, especially after the establishment of Hainan
province, philatclic activities of Hainan flourish. Being a pant of spare
time culwural life of the mass, philatelic activities, like the raging fire,
have penetrated into every corner of the society, and become a part of
socialist spirit civilization. By 2006, the number of philatelic members
reached 2501 and stamps lovers was 32400. They have ever participated
in national and int.rnational philatelic exhibitions, national philatelic
academic forum and best stamp popularity poll activities for many times
as well. Inside the province, activities of various forms have been
organized , such as philatelic exhibitions, philatelic acedemic research,
philatelic knowledge lecture and philatelic knowledge contest, building
“ Philatelic Club™ . founding ™ Al = China Demonstration Base for
Juvenile Philatelic Activities ™, publishing Hainan Philately News,
compiling Hainan Philatelic Information, releasing philatelic thesis and
carrying on " philately entering campus” activity. Meanwhile, Hainan
hosted good - sized philatelic activities, namely the 17th National Best
Stamp Popularity Poll, China — Cuba stamps first issuing ceremony and
annual conference of Yue Min Qiong Taiwan Hongkong philatelic
academics. On June 19th, 1988, Hainan Stamps Corporalion was
founded. Hainan Philatelic Association was formally established and the
first members congress was held on April 13, 1989. From then on,

philatelic activities of Hainan entered the well — organized, well - led

4



and well — planned development period. By June, 1997, philatelic
associations had been established in 19 cities and counties ( including
formal Qiongshan City) and Yang Pu economic developing zone. After
that, rich and colorful philatelic activities have been carried on, helping
to construct the advanced socialist culture.

Such great achievements in history deserve to be well recorded. In
order to present faithfully the history of philatelic activities in Hainan,
take the history as a mirror, benefil the future ages, and so as to
summarize the past and plan for the future development, push philatelie
activities to develop continuously and healthily, experts from Hainan
Philatelic Association and related people collected various materials in
wide rage and arranged systematically, drew on the wisdom of the masses
and exerted their utmost effort. Sticking to the spirit of responsible for
history and writing according the facts, they had overcome kinds of
difficulties to go through four drafts until this final resull eventually come
into being. The Philatelic History of Hainan absorbs the ready research
achievements, and contributes more of its own in many aspects. The
hook ohserves and narrates the philatelic activities in the context of the
philatelic history of China, and even the modern and curremt history of
China, endowing the philatelic activities with profound historical and
cultural connotation and the marked local specialty of Hainan. The
Philatelic History of Hainan, insisting on the correet political direction
and philatelic ethics, is a texthook of traditional patriotism education,
and a book of local conditions knowing and researching on history of
philatelie activities of Hainan.

The facts that many philatelic predecessors and those knowing the
inside stories have gone, and also the facts that some valuable historical
materials have been lost, bring much difficulties to the compilation, so
certain materials unconfirmed have not been placed in the book. If there
is any mistake in the book , please don’t hesitate to point out.

Compiler
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