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LET WILD ORCHIDS FLOURISH

IN THE WILDERNESS!

All wild orchids, together with other plants and animals, are natural heri-
tages. They are creations of nature. They also keep our world beautiful
and in good functioning.

All wild orchids are protected by Law in many natural reserves and
national parks. It is against the Law to pick or remove them in these areas.
In many disturbed habitats and destroyed forests, a lot of wild orchids are
critically threatened or have been extinguished. Attempts must be made

to recover these endangered species and to reestablish them in the wilderness.
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Preface to Third Edition

In the third edition of Native Orchids of Taiwan, additions including 11
genera, 13 species and 6 varieties have been made. A total of 54 gerera, 102
species and 8 varieties of wild orchids is introduced in this book.

A lot of new photographs have replaced the old ones in previous editions.
Actually, the color illustrations are redesigned. The author wishes to take
this opportunity to thank Mr. Chow Chen for his kindness in providing many
color slides. Among these slides, 41 have been adopted in this book as indi-
cated in due places.

Recently, nature conservation has become a common awareness in Taiwan.
There is an urgent need to gather the basic knowledge of natural resources.
In this connection the present book aims to provide the information that
we have so many natural resources of wild orchids. The great genetic diver-
sity deserves a pertinent conservation. We hope that these wild orchids, when
properly introduced into cultivation, may increase the quality of our life.
Meanwhile, the wild orchids will continue to thrive in their natural habitats.

Horng-jye Su, Ph. D.

Department of Forestry
Feb. 20, 1985 National Taiwan University
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Preface to Second Edition

After the distributing of the first edition of this book, many encouragements and sug-
gestions have been received from both local and foreign orchidophiles. Among the numerous
letters coming into the hands of the author, some readers discussed their experiences of
collection and cultivation or criticized the application of scientific names and talked about
the taxonomy of native orchids; others asked for identification of their orchids. Still some
overseas readers express their wish to know the environmental conditions of the habitats
of Taiwan orchids, so that they may try to cultivate them. Obviously, interests in the native
orchids of Taiwan increase, and the present book has certainly provided necessary informa-
tions in this respect.

As a result of extensive studies on the taxonomy of plants in Southeast Asia, the names
of orchids have been changed from time to time. In many cases, species from different areas
were found conspecific. According to the International Code of Plant Nomenclature, only
the earliest name ever published is to be retained, other names of identical plant are treated
as synonyms. In the past few years, the author has revised the native orchids in order to pre-
pare the orchid flora of Taiwan. Though the last mentioned work is not published yet, many
names of native orchids were changed and the new names have been applied in the first
edition of this book.

However, this work is never complete, because more materials and literatures were
assembled later on. Another source of inspiration and information for this work comes from
some enthusiatic readers to whom I am grateful. In the second edition, a few corrections of
scientific names were made again. The valid names are printed in bold type, while the
synonyms in Italic.
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The environment of habitat in mountaineous regions is somewhat different from that
of cultivating fields in the city of lowland. Native orchids enjoy their growth in lath house
only when the environment is adjusted in a way to imitate their homeland. Furthermore,
the autecology of these orchids must be considered if they are introduced into other coun-
tires. For this purpose, a sketch of climatical conditions is added to this edition.

The mountains of Taiwan provide a wide range of elevation and varied environment
for native orchids. Owing to this great diversity, it is very difficult to grow these orchids
under the same condition. They must be classified according to their native condition and
kept in different lath house or under different control. The last appendix newly added aims
to give such an outline of classified methods for cuitivation.

It is encourageous that a second edition of Native Orchids of Taiwan is called for so
soon. It is hoped that this booklet may continue to lead many people to a knowledge of
wild orchids and the protection of them. The author is very happy to introduce more native
orchids to the world.

Horng-Jye Su
Department of Forestry
National Taiwan University
Taipei, Taiwan

October 1, 1975 Republic of China
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