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Unit 1

Mobile Culture on Campus
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Mobile phones are becoming com-
monplace in college classrooms. The hush
-hush chitchat between backbenchers (2
F£J& H#9 A) is gradually being replaced
by whispered phone conversations and
SMS (%213 R %) chats. Hip and conve-
nient, they are used for everything from
playing games to planning a sudden out-
ing.

Most teachers and students agree
that cell phones interfere with the teach-
ing process. Professors find it difficult to
command attention and encourage partici-
pation if students receive calls during

class. It upsets the rhythm of the class. -

Colleges have responded in different
ways. Some have banned mobile phones
on the campus. Others request the stu-
dents to switch off their mobiles on en-
tering the teaching premises (# % #%).
Students can use their cell phone in the
canteen or the common room. But if
professors find them using cell phones
during lectures, they can confiscate (7%
J%) the phone and demand a fine. Most
students agree that cells can be very dis-
tracting during a lecture.

Some students claim that cells are
almost a necessity. This holds good for
colleges that do not have a good tele-
phone network. In such a situation, it
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would be difficult for parents to contact
their children and a mobile is very use-
ful, almost necessary. Anxious parents
can monitor their activities and remind
them not to stay out too late. Students,
this

“constant nagging”. They think some

expectedly, aren’t happy about
parents are just panicky.

Besides calls and SMS, cell phones
help relieve boredom. If they are bored,
they can play a few games on the mo-
bile. Students also use their mobiles cre-
atively to make sudden plans. They de-
cide on codes, like one ring means “I’ll
meet you”, two rings mean “I can’t
make it”. The idea is to avoid the ex-
penses of a call or an SMS.

The mobile is not just a communi-
cation tool. It is also a fashion accessory.
Possessing the hottest models with fancy
features, trendy ring tones and covers are
considered “cool”. Some professors fear
this craze could breed snobbishness.
They fear that some students carry these
mobiles just to show off that they have
the latest gadgets (>3t #&). It is like a
status symbol with some students. Many
students feel that a mobile is no longer a
luxury, and they just keep up with the

Joneses. A psychology student says:

“Now even the vendors on the road have
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mobiles.”

Here is where the model of
the phone matters. Many show off
the latest and costliest gadgets.
“The model of your phone reveals
how deep your Dad’s pocket is,”
one student says. As a result,
students who don’t carry a phone
or own an outdated piece feel left
out, especially when their friends
kept messaging each other.

(440 words)
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feel left out

hush-hush chitchat
interfere with

ring tones

mobile phone/cell phone
switch off
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Fun SMS Massages

Hey, can you do me a favor and take
a picture of yourself and send me,
because I'm playing cards and I'm
missing the joker!!

The rain makes all things beautiful.
The grass & flowers 2. Hasn’t it ever
rain on you?

Hey friend remember that without
stupidity there can be no wisdom &
without ugliness there can be no
beauty... so the world needs YOU
after all!

A girl phoned Jack the other day and
said “Come on over, there’s nobody
home.” He went over. Nobody was
home.
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— What is Cosplay?
is an event which

people dress up as their favorite char-

“Cosplay”

acter from cartoons, animations (37 &
K ) and video games and can take
photos with them. The word is a com-
pound word made up of “costume”
and “play”.

— History of Cosplay

Cosplay’s history can be traced
back to the 1970s, when merchants
selling Star Trek({ Z A& ALt ), £ H
43 & A B B KL #T £ j* ) comic
books dressed up as Capt. Kirk and
Mr. Spock (] % A 49 ) as a marketing
ploy at the ComicMarket convention
held in Tokyo each year. The idea
slowly caught on with customers, and
now thousands of costume players
crowd into ComicMarket every year.
Throughout the country there are be-
lieved to be around 50,000 costume
players.

— What are players’ reasons for
Cosplaying?

Cosplay to me is a way for me to
make great new friends with the same
interests as I have, improve my sewing
skills, creativity, and let me use my
imagination to help bring an amazing
characters to life. I also really enjoy
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