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PREFACE

Yang Weize
The Mayor of Suzhou City

At the beginning of the calendar vear “Cultural Heritage — The Old City of

ite picture-book jointly compiled and edired

Suzhou was published. It is an exquil

by some academies and relevant organs of Suzhou City, which concisely brings 1o

light Suzhou's traditional appearances, cultural relics, places of special historic

interest, culture and art, and gives publicity to its historical, scientific and artistic
value, and its unique position in the history of Chinese urban construction, and

puts emphasis on the importance of protecting the old city of Suzhou the same as

protecting brilliant Chinese cultural heritage. This is a matter of great significance,
showing the Suzhou people’s keen sense of historical responsibility and the
pioneering spirit of keeping up with the times.

Suzhow is a historic and cultural city with a history going back more than 2500

vears. It was the capital of the Kingdom of Wu in the Spring & Autumn period. The
magnificent capital city and the marshaled resources and strength of the Kingdom
of Wu in times past laid solid foundations for future development of Suzhou. Since

the Oin and the Han Dynas

a major
of the State. Inconceivably the site of the old city of
Suzhou has remained unchanged in spite of vicissitudes. Still preserved is the overall

Suzhou has been an important metropoli

“granary” and “exchequer

lavout of the city in a double checkerboard fashion. There are 3 canals running

from west to east and 3 canals running from north to south. These canals are going

parallel 1o streets or alleyways. The iraditional appearances of small bridges,
murmuring canals. gray-tiled houses with white-washed walls are kept in an

essential manner. Many cultural relics and places of special historic interest are
well-preserved. The old city of Suzhou itself is a museum, very much like a gem of

brilliant raditional Chinese culture. It is @ marvel in the hi

ory of human urban
construction.
Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the Suzhou people have

made every endeavor to protect the old city of Suzhou, its cultural relics and places

of historic interest. The local People’s Government determinedly allocated a sum
of money to the renovation of a good number of cultural relics and places of historic
interest including the Humble Administrator’s Garden, the Lingering Garden, the
Loyal Prince Li'’s Palace, and the Yunvan Temple Pagoda on the Tiger Hill, and to

the conversion of some old b to and show-rooms in line with

local conditions, notwithstanding financial difficulties in the 1950s. In doing so, it
has enriched the cultural life of the masses and promoted local cultural development.
In 1982 Suzhou was listed from the very first as the historic and cultural city by the
State. In order to conscientiously implement the Overall Plan of Suzhou City

approved by the State Council, the old city of Suzhou is now flanked by Suzhou
New District on the west, which was founded and started to grow larger and fuller

in 1986, and by Suzhou Industrial Park on the east, which was established at the
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beginning of the vear 1994. A large number of factorie:

had been relocated away
from the old city of Suzhou. Consequently the extremely high population density
there has loosened by degrees. In 2001 new districts were founded in place of the
former city of Wuxian, providing more space for urban development and favorable

conditions for the protection of the old city of Suzhou. In 2002 the work of applying

to the World Heritage Committee, UNESCO, for inscribing the old city of Suzhou
on the World Cultural Heritage List was finally put on the agenda after long
deliberation, investigation and research. It has a tremendous effect on the

effectiveness of the old cii

protection, the improvement of living conditions in the
old city of Suzhou, the furtherance of brilliant traditional Chinese culture and the

. We aim at the
Let
the invaluable historical legacy be handed down from generation to generation.

advancement of human civilization. We aim at the gaining of succes

successful protection of the old city of Suzhou. Nothing succeeds like succes

Let’s make the best use of it for ever:
Throughout the last 50-odd years we received enthusiastic and valuable help

from Chinese and foreign experts and scholars in protecting the old city of Suzhou

The;

protecting or renovating cultural relics and places of historic interest, and drawing

contributed selflessly and immensely their expertise on the problems of

up a protective plan of Suzhou City. With a view to applying to the World Heritage
Committee, UNESCO, for puiting the old city of Suzhou on the World Heritage List
id

in the future, I'll greatly appreciate more and orientation in

all respects from more experts and scholars from Roe-and abrodd:
May the old city s

tomorrow be even more splendid!

Jan.2, 2003
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INTRODUCTION

Luo Zhewen

The Fans” Charttable Instiniton I ERF

The Cald Spring Pavilion In the Master-of-Netx
Ganden

For half a century I've been engaged in the work of protecting cultural relic.
inspections and studies of old buildings, gardens, historic and cultural cities, and

world heritage sites, and have frequently visited Suzhou, a wonderful place known

as the Earthly Paradise. It is particularly so in recent 20 years. Indeed, 1've
established indissoluble relations with Suzhou.

[ can still bring back to the mind my special tour of Suzhow in the mid 19505,
inspecting its old buildings and cultural reli

which led to the publication of my

article in “Cultural Relics”, a monthly periodical, detailing the classical gardens
of Suzhou. Not long afierwards, I came here several times, having been to every
corner of the old city of Suzhou and its environs in order to examine carefully,
protect, and restore the Yunyan Temple Pagoda on the Tiger Hill, the Auspicious
Light Temple Pagoda, the North Temple Pagoda, the Arhat Temple grounds and
other noteworthy buildings. I shall never forget another 10-day-odd inspection
tour of Suzhou with the purpose of protecting cultural sites, developing tourism
and revitali:

ing economy when I was a member of the team made up of persons
shortly afier the Spring Festival of 1981
when the spring breeze blew fields green again in the area south of the Lower

from 10 ministries under the State Couny

Yangtze. [ was again enchanted with its plentiful, colorful and delightful cultural
Venetian s

relics, places of historic interest and scenic spots. lIts old city

cenes,
classical gardens, old pagodas, embroidery. Pingtan performing art, Kun opera,
cuisine, specialties, folk customs and others made me reluctant to leave. A nd 1
composed 10 Songs of Suzhou in verse of “ci” and 10 short poems recording my
extraordinary experiences

C
the Venice of the East with streets or alleyways going parallel to canals spanned

scrossed by a network of canals, Suzhou hashad the reputation as being

by bridges of stone. “What will you see on arriving at Suzhou? Houses rest on

canals as on a pillow”, said the Tang poet Du Xunhe in his poem depicting vividly

the Venetian scenes of Suzhou. Referring to A Map of Pingjiang(Suzhou) " inscribed

on the stele under the Song Dynasty, one can get to know the overall layout of the
city of Suzhow. A large number of major buildings of great antiquity have been
well-preserved on the original sites, some of them have been restored 1o their formal
splendor. Many streets, alleyways and bridges still bear their old names today. The
old city of Suzhou is a brilliant masterpiece in the world history of urban
construction

Ata later time experts, schola
of Cultural Relics and the Department of City Construction of St
and worked out programs for protecting and renovating the historic and cultural

s and I from Beijing, Jiangsu and the Department

city of Suzhou and its places of historic interest and cultural relics. This was a
serious job. It shouldn't be done in a slapdash manner as Suzhou in China




L

Fihe

Welcoming New Year

The O1d Efftgen Pagoda

oric interest and cultural relics with

uncommonly boasts numerous places of his
very high value. For example, the Yunyan Temple Pagoda on the Tiger Hill. Since
the 19705 I had been busy going back and forth between Beijing, Nanjing, Shanghai
and Suzhou. On many occasions I invited civil engineers, architects and experts in

zhou to “diagnose " the endangered pagoda and find our how

cultural relics 1o S
to reinforce its foundations and internal structure. The work was not completed
wntil the year 1986 when the city of Suzhou observed the 2500th anniversary of its
birth. A considerable number of cultural sites have been renovated and open to the
public such as the Yunyan Temple Pagoda on the Tiger Hill, the Auspicious Light
Temple Pagoda, the North Temple Pagoda, the Panmen Gate and the city wall,
marking a new phase in history in protecting the historic and cultural city of Suzhou.
After 1995 I fortunately took part in the work of applying to the World Heritage
Committee, UNESCO, for putting the classical gardens of Suzhou on the World
Heritage List, which enabled me to gain a better understanding of the classical
gardens of Suzhou, the finest specimens of Chinese landscape gardening. What's
gardens appear natural and

most admirable is the superb technique of making g
uncontrived. Since the successful inscription of the classical gardens of Suzhou on
the World Heritage List, the national historic and cultural city of Suzhou has become
world-famous

In the spring of 2002 some friends from the Suzhou Municipal Chinese People's
Political Consultative Conference made a special trip to Beijing and consulted me
about applying to the World Heritage Committee, UNESCO, for placing the old
city of Suzhou on the World Cultural Heritage List. I think the old city of Suzhou
with its value and reputation in the world meets the world heritage criteria. This is

a very good thing. It shows that the leaders and the people from all walks of life in

Suzhou have attached great importance to the protection of the old city of S
and 1o its future needs and sustainable development. They are far-sighted. Of course,
alot of work is to be done. Where there's a will there s a way.

With the purpose of protecting and carrving forward Chinese cultural heritage,
some academies and relevant organs had participated in the editorial work of
“Cultural Heritage — The Old City of Suzhou” until quite recently. Its publication
is of great significance. Kindly requested by the editor and some friends of mine
from Suzhou, I've recalled my past experiences and thoughts so as to express my
bestwishes to the old city of Suzhou. I do not dare say such things as an introduction.

Dec.5, 2002
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Suzhou lies in the southeastern part of Jiangsu Province, China. It borders the Yangize River on the north and reaches
west to Lake Tai. With its superb natural surroundings, Suzhou has been an Oriental metropolis in the Yangtze River basin
since ancient times and has had the reputation of being the Earthly Paradise. The old city of Suzhou is located at the center
of Suzhou City which is encircled by 5 wunf,wlu;el cities, namely, Changshu, Zhangjiagang, Kunshan, Wujiang and Taicang.

Characteristically, Suzhou is a Venetian city of grear antiquity. Since the Wu King Helu gave an order to Wu Zixu for the
construction of his capial city in 514 BC, the site of the city, later called Suzhou, has amazingly remained unchanged. Laid
out in a double checkerboard fashion, the old city of Suzhou still boasts streets or alleyways going parallel 1o canals
spanned by numerous bridges of stone, lots of old houses, cultural relics and places of historic interest. The old city of
Suzhou has special value in the history of Chinese urban constriction as regards overall layout, methods of construction,
streets, alleyways, canal systems, architectural style and Venetian features.

Suzhou has long been known as the Land of Fish and Rice. As early as over 5000 years ago, Neolithic man here was
already engaged in the cultivation of rice or Oryza sativa. The Western Jin writer Zuo Si said in his essay entitled “the Wu
Capital”, “... collection of tax in double-crop rice, and in silk from eight crops of cocoons every year”, portraying flourishing
agriculture and sericulture of this region. Since the Tang and the Song Dynasty, Suzhou has prominently become a grear
“granary". “A bumper harvest in Suzhou and Huzhow is enough to feed the entire papulation under heaven", as the saying
is. This is the vivid description in words. Suzhou has left i the g of i i

Suzhou has been the home of silk aver a lengthy period. The Lake Tai basin is one of places of origin in China where
sericulture started. After the Jin and the Tang Dynasty, Suzhou came 1o be a major silk producing area in the whole empire.

1000 h holds in the h half of the city of Suzh engaged in silk industry, turning out thousands of rolls




of silk everyday for people to wear under the sun”, as recorded in the Ming History. Highly developed silk industry and
commerce caused the seeds of capitalism in China to in Suzhou, a basic ic change in
the course of China's evolution.
Suzhou has for long been a city celebrated for its arts and crafis of delicate workmanship and purity of tastes such as
embroidery, tapestry, jade-carvings, fans, gold and silver articles, furniture, musical instruments, clay figurines, and wood-
block prints. There are so many beautiful things that one cannot simply take them all in. They are shining, brightly alongside
other traditional Chinese crafts and folk arts in the area south of the Lower Yangtze.
Suzhow is also well-known as the City of Gardens. The origin of garden making can be lraced bacl: 1o the ng Wu s
imperial garden-villa in the Spring & Autumn period, which set an excellent le of i i
farms with natural scenery, exerting a strong influence on landscape gardens constructed in lhe dynasties that followed.
With the steady growth of local economy afier the Eastern Jin Dynasty, private garden making gained momentum. According
to the local Historical Records Suzhou possessed more than 200 gardens under the Ming Dynasty, and 300-0dd gardens
under the Qing Dynasty. “How beautiful Suzhou is! Landscape gardens cover half of the city”, sang a Qing-dynasty song,
which delineated emphatically an advanced state of urban landscaping and expressed the civilized Chinese who lived long
ago in their pursuit of environmentally friendly habitation.

Suzhou has been a place famed for the intellect of notabilities and the attai of culture. During a long period of
time after the Zhow and the Qin Dynasty Suzhou has produced innumerable eminent persons like Yan Yan, a disciple of
Confucius known as the Confucius of the South, the Jin men of letters Lu Ji and Lu Yun. the Tang calligraphers Zhang Xu,
Sun Guoting and Lu Jianzhi, the Yuan physician Ge Kejiu, the Ming playwright and musician Wei Liangfu, the great Ming
architect Kuai Xiang, the Ming pop writer Feng Menglong, the Ming artists and calligraphers Shen Zhou, Wen Zhengming,
Tang Yin, Qiu Ying, Zhu Yunming and Wang Chong, the Qing astronomer Wang Xichan, and the Qing opticist Sun Yungiu.
Outstanding representatives include Sun Wu, the distinguished Wu strategist in the Spring & Autumn period, Fan Zhongyan,
the prominent Northern Song statesman, and Gu Yanwu, the great late Qing thinker: Their works, thoughts and achievements
are regarded as gems of brilliant traditional Chinese culture, helping to bring about continuous progress in culture.

Since the founding of the People's Republic of China, Suzhou has earnestly carried out economic construction. In the
meantime Suzhou has attached great importance to the protection of the old city of Suzhou. Surrounded by many old townships
and old county-level cities, the old city of Suzhou today is flanked by Suzhou New District on the west and Suzhou Industrial
Park on the east. While heading for modernization, the old city of Suzhou will surely be protected even better and renovated
1o finer condition.




