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Test One

Passage 0 B 499 MAIE.27  ER USR] 9 44

Hollywood suggests glamour,a place where the young star-
struck teenagers could, with a bit of luck, fulfill ir dreams.
"Hollywood suggests luxurious houses with vas%2 lm-fringed
swimming pools, cocktail bars and furnlshlngs fit for a million-
aire. And some big movie stars became mllhonalres overnight.
Many spent their fortunes on yachts. Rolls Royces and dia-
monds. A few of them lost their glamour quite suddenly and were § %
left with nothing but emptiness and colossal debts.

In those days Hollywood was Iike a magnet, drawing ambi-
tious young men and women from all over the world. Most of them had only their good
looks to recommend them and had no acting experience — or abil ity — whatsoever. Oc-
casionally they got jobs, if they were lucky enough to be noticed. Gary Cooper was one
of the few who was noticed. He started as a stunt (4:4%) rider, and from there rose to
be one of the great stars of the early Westerns. Many girls got jobs in cafes or gas sta-
tions, and as they served their customers they tossed their heads and swung their hips.,

hoping to attract the attention of some important persons connected with the movies.
Most of them hoped in vain.

@D As for the stars themselves, they were held on a tight rein by the studio chiefs
who could make and break all but stars with really big appeal. The stars were “persua-
ded” to sign seven- -year contracts. during which time the studio built up their images.
Under their contracts the stars did not have the right to choose their parts. Their studios
decided everything. Stars were often typecast and if he or she appealed to the public as
a lover, then he or she always played the part of a lover. A star who was a hit as a cow-
boy or a bad guy, got the same kind of role again and again. There was little arguing.
“You are the perfect blonde, baby, and that’s how you are going to stay,” they would
say. They even tried to interfere in their stars’ private lives: “No, sugar! You just can't
marry Mel Billigan. He is too |nte||ectual He'd destroy your image.” Only when they
ceased to be stars did some of them discover that they were good actors!

Hollywood is no longer the heart of the world’s motion picture industry. Most movies
today are fllmed on Iocatlon, that is to say, in the cities, in the countryside, and in any
part of the world that the scnpt demands. The Hollywood studios are still standing, but
most of them have been rented to television networks. About 80% of all American TV
entertainment comes from Hollywood. Yet Hollywood has not lost all its glamour. Movie
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stars still live there. or in neighboring Beveley Hills, and so do many of the famous and
wealthy people who have made their homes in southern California.
1. We know from the passage that now Hollywood is a place ___
A) where people can achieve their fame there
B) where people, esp. young attractive people, can earn much more money there
C) swhich still represents the center of film prorijction
\ V(xhose position is not as important as it was before
2. -What kind of people could be easily successful in Hollywood according to
the passage?
A) Those who had no acting skKills.
B) Those who had good looks.
Those who strictly obeyed their producers.
D) Those who were good at 'acting as lovers.
3. Where are movies filmed nowadays?
A) In the center of film industry. B ) Outside film studios.
J In the cities and countryside. D) In the foreign countries.
4. We learn from the passage that
A) only movie stars liked to settle down in Hollywood
B) stars in Hollywood had rights to decide their ba\rts
Q/ stars could not be married freely
D) most of the people could find jobs in Hollywood
5. What -is the probable title of this passage?
A) People and Hollywood ) Film Center, Hollywood
ollywood in My Eyes N Q& A Glimpse of Hollywood

Passage@ BG40 MAIE24  ERULAUEIE A <8 4

Wild Billrgg@would have loved the Internet. The American spyrr;és r who built
the Office of Strategic Services in the World War |l and later laid the roots for the CIA
was fascinated with information. Dom believed in using whatever tools came to hand
in the “great game” of espionage — spying as a “profession.” These days the Qet,

_which has already remade pastlmes as buying books and sending mail, is reshaping
' *D\ono/v}‘s vocation as weII

The latest revolution isn’t simply a matter of gentlemen reading other gentlemen’s e-mail.
That kind of electronic spying has been going on for decades. In the past three or four years,
the World Wide Web has given birth to a whole industry of point-and-click spying. The spooks
call it “open-source intelligence,” and as the Net grows, it is becoming increasingly influen-
tial. In 1995 the CIA held a contest to see who could compile the most data about Burundi.
The winner, by a large margin, was a tiny Virginia company called Open Source Solutions,

« 2 .



P

whose clear advantage was its {naste[y of the electronic world.
Among the firms making the biggest splash in the new world isznc. ., a
private intelligence-analysis firm based in Austin, Texas. Straitford makes money by

selling the results of spying (covering nations from Chile to Russia) to corporations like

energy services firm McDermott International. Many of its predictions are available on-

Straitford. com.
trai‘trf? president George Friedman says he sees the online world as a kind of mu-
tually reinforcing tool for both information collection and distribution, a spymaster’s

line at

dream. Last week his firm was busy vacuuming up data bits from the far comers of the
world and predicting a crisis in Ukraine. “As soon as that report runs, we’ll suddenly get
500 new Internet sign-ups from Ukraine,” says Friedman, a former political science pro-
fessor. “And we’ll 1 from some of them.” Open-source spying does have its
risks, of course, since it can be difficult to tell good information from bad. That’s where
gtraitfo earns its keep.
B “\F’riedman relies on a lean staff in Austin. Several of his staff members have military-
intelligence backgrounds. He sees the firm’s outsider status as the key to its success.
S.lraitfo;%briefs don’t sound like the usual Washington back-and-forth, whereby agen-
cié\s‘avBTd dramatic declarations on the chance they might be wrong. Straitford. says
Friedman, takes pride in its independent voice.
8~ The en@g;ged\c-e:gi‘ the Net has
A) received support from fans like Donovaq A
By remolded the intelligenmp \\ﬁ»(’}\ \\”\
C\)}/ restored many common pastimes |
D) revived spying as a profession
7.(Db‘r‘t?(v_an s)story is mentioned in the passage to A
\A}"introduce the topic of online spying
B) show how he fought for the US
%2 give an episode of the i/rlfg[;mti_okwar
DY honor his unique services to the CIA
8. The phrase “making the biggest splash” (Line 1, Para, 3) most probably

means
A) causing the biggest trouble B) exerting the greatest effort
C\)} achieving the greatest success ) D) enjoying the widest popularity

9. It can be learned from paragraph 4\ that
A) Straitford’s prediction about Ukraine has proved true
B) Straitford guarantees the truthfulness of its information
C) Straitford’s business is characterized by unpredictability
D Y Straitford is able to provide fairly reliable information
10.Straitford Js most proud of its
A) official status \90 nonconformist image

o o
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C) efficient staff D) military background

Passage@ MOM443 BAIRG21 I .8 4

Last Christmas season, Michelle Speetzen'’s life was like yours: Mall Hem' Endur-
ing hour-long traffic jam on the road from her suburban home to Willowbreék Mall, the
36-year-old mom would puff on her shopping list and get back in the car to fight traffic
headed for other packed stores. The craziest moment came when she triumphantly got
hold of a coveted~SIeép-N—Sn%’ — the key to her 5-year-old son’s happiness — and
barely escaped a rﬁob of similarly desperate parents who'd picked up the scent of fake fur.

But this year, Speetzen has it wired. (DAfter young Dylan’s bedtime, she steals to
the spare bedroom upstairs, her face illuminated by the glow of her computer. And
mouseclick by mouseclick, her shopping list shrinks. Her crowning achievement came
last Friday when she painfully realized that Dylan had his little heart set on this year’s
must-have-but-impossible-to-get toy, the baffling. babbling Furby. After 20 minutes of
Web-browsing she located one at America Online’s shopping site. It cost more than three
times the $ 30 list price. “Hey, | want it under the tree for my son,” she says. “It will
be at my door in a few days, and | don’t have to fight anybody in a store. ”

Michelle Speetzen represents the advance guard of an army that’s about to change
not only the nature of holiday shopping., but the face of retailing itself. After years of fail-
ing to live up to exaggerated promises, e-commerce — online buying — is finally taking
_gfj_ All over America, millions set out to procure presents over the Internet — and many
of them are succeeding. “This isn’t going to be a white Christmas.” says Amazon. com
founder Jeff Bezos. “It's going to be a Web Christmas. ”

True, even in this breakthrough year, the estimated $ 2.3 billion Americans will
spend on Web gifts is only a fraction of the total holiday sales. But it’s well over double
last year's total, and many people expect a threefold increase in Christmas s—;iles. You
(;an view this year-end boom as the peak of a lucrative trend. According to Jupiter Com-
munications. almost 17 million people will buy something from a Web site this year, up
from 10 million last year and 5 million in 1996. Within a decade, the Jupiter people be-
lieve., the mouseclickers will eclipse catalog buyers.

11. “Mall Hell” (Line 1, Para.1) means g

Q)/the painful experience of people doing holiday shopping

B) the chaotic condition of shopping malls

C) the long traffic jams from suburbs to downtown shopping centers

D) the desperation of parents who bought faulty goods
12. “Sleep-N-Snore” (Line 5, Para.1) is most probably a

A) computer game 5) toy animal

C) small boy’s key D) famous brand
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43} It can be inferred from the passage that
ﬁ ‘A) e-sales had fallen short of expectation until this year
B),electronic commerce grew faster than predicted
C) the volume of e-sales had been exaggerated
D) it's cheaper to buy over the Internet than at the mall
14. We learn from the p ge that
A) most people now prefer to shop over the Internet
B) the number of e-mail shoppers is likely to surpass that of conventional shoppers in

ten year’s time
C) with the emergence of electronic commerce, the holiday sales have increased
significantly :
D) some popular toys are impossible to procdre except from a Website
15. This passage is mainly about
A) the difficulty in getting holiday presents \B/ electronic shopping
C) Christmas sales D) the growth of computer networks

P assage@ RIS 290 BATEGI8 EENOEN 6 43

More attention was paid to the quality of production in France at the time of Rene
Coty. Charles Deschanel was then the financial minister. He stressed that workmanship
and quality were more important than quantity for industrial production. It would be nec-
essary to produce quality goods for the international market to compete with those pro-
duced in other countries. The French economy needed a larger share of the international
market to balance its import and export trade.

French industrial and agricultural production was still iggiewe to meet the imme-
diate needs of the people, let alone long-ranged developments. Essential imports had
stretched the national credit to the breaking point. RBents were tightly controlled. but the
extreme inflation affected general population most severely through the ‘cost of food.
Food costs took as much as 80 percent of the workers’ income. Wages, it is true, had ris-
en. Extensive family allowances and benefits were paid by the state,and there was full-
time and overtime employment. Taken together ., these factors enabled the working class
to exist but allowed them no sense of security. In this precarious (A~ §4 5 19) and dis-
couraging situation, workmen were willing to work overseas for higher wages.

The government was reluctant to let workers leave the country. It was feared this
immigration of workers would deplete the labor force. The lack of qualified workers

might hinder the improvement in the uality of industrial prod Qualified
- \

workers employed abroad would only increase the quantity of quality goods produced in

foreign countries. (D Also the quantity of quality goods produced in France would not be

able to increase as part of its qualified labor force moved to other countries.
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16. According to the passage, the French workers were
A) better paid than the workers in any other European countries
B) able to save more money with the increase in their wages
\C/ anxious to work abroad
D). often unable to find work in France

17. Rene @ndCharles Descha;r\h were both interested in
A better quality in production :
B) increasing quantity in production
C) having the government raise tariffs on foreign imports

D) eliminating unions in France
18. The French government was reluctant to let the workers leave the country
because .
&) it would enlarge the working force
\B)/ it would hinder the improvement of quality in industrial production
C) it would hinder the increase in quantity of exports
D) it would damage the imports
19. We learn from the passage that rents in France
A) were extremely high B
@) were extremely controlled
C) took as much as 80 percent of the workers’ income
D) had doubled in two years
20. According to the passage.the French government
\ /yf disliked the French people to work abl:oad
B) reduced taxes to fight inflation
C) reduced full-time jobs
D) prohibited the French workers to join labor unions
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As for the stars themselves, they were held on a tight rein by the studio chiefs
| who could make and break all but stars with really big appeal.
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Test Two

Passage @ wmw.ss  same  muwmsnr s

Franklin’s life is full of charming stories which all young W* il

men should know how he peddled ballads in Boston, and stood
the guest of kings in Europe how he worked his passage as a
stowaway to Philadelphia, and r in théQueen s own litter in
France; how he walked the stréets of Philadelphia, homeless
and unknown, with three penny rolls for his breakfast, and g‘ged
at the tables of princess, and rec%ved his friends in a palace;
how he raised a kite from a cow shed, and was showg'ed with

all the high degrees the colleges of the world could give; how he
was duped by a false friend as a boy, and became the friend of all humanity as a man;
how he was m%e Major General Franklin, only to resign because, as he said, he was
no soldler, and yet helped to organize the army that stood before the trained troops of
England and Germany.

This poor Boston boy, with scarcely a day’s schooling, became master of six lan-
guages and never stopped studying; this neglected apprentice tamed the lightning, made
his name famous, received degrees and diplomas from colleges in both hemispheres,
and became forever remembered as “Doctor Franklin”, philosopher, patriot, scientist,
philanthropist and statesman. Self-made, self-taught, self-reared, the candle maker's
son gave light to all the world; the street ballad seller set all men singing of liberty; the
runaway apprentice became the most sought-after man of two continents and brought his
native land to praise and honour him.

He built America — for what our Republic is today is largely due to the prudence.
the forethought, the statesmanship. the enterprise, the wisdom. and the ability of Ben-
jamin Franklin. He belongs to the world, but especially does he belong to America. (1)As
the nation honoured him while living, so the Republic glorifies him when dead, and has
enshrined (/& 2k # %5 LL{£47) him in the choicest of its niches Gifi 24 ) 72 &) , the one he
regarded as the loftiest — the hearts of the common people. from whom he had sprung
and in whose hearts Franklin will live forever.

1. What is Benjamin Franklin?
‘JSLDoctor and scientist. B) Philanthropist and linguist.
C) Statesman and artist. D )/ Philosopher and professor.
2. Why Franklin is called “Doctor Franklin”?
A) Because he helped draft the Declaration of Independence.




B) Because he made kite experiment to show the identity of lightning and electricity.

C) Because he mastered six languages.
D) Because he was knowledgeable and received many degrees and diplomas from

colleges.
3. For what purpose does the author adopt repeatedly “how...and” structure
in the first paragraph?
A), To show Franklin’s sad experience at his early age.
B) To show Franklin as a man of contrast.
C) To show Franklin’s spirit of enterprise.
DY To show the development of Franklin's career.
4. Which of the following adjectives can be used to describe the author’s feel-
ing towards Franklin?

A) Jealous. B) Emotionless. C) Flattering. \P/ Admiring.
5. The word “dupe” (Line 9, Para.1) means most nearly * i
A) copied \B} deceived C) understood D) joked
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Heroin axggic%ﬂqohd& found chiefly among young men of minority groups in ghet-
to(JL AR N IX) areas. Of the more than 60,000 known addicts, more than half live in
New York State. Most of them live in New York City. Recent figures show that more than
half of the addicts are under-30 years of age.

Narcotic addiction in the United States is not limited to heroin users. Some middle-
aged and older people who take narcotic drugs regularly to relieve pain can also become
addicted. So do some people who can get drugs easily, such as doctors, nurses, and
pharmacists. Studies show that this type of addict has personality and emotional prob-
lems very similar to those of other regular narcotic users.

Many addicts admit that getting a continued supply is the main object of their lives.
An addict’'s concentration on getting drugs often prevents continuing an education or
working at a job. His health is often poor. He may be sick one day from the effects of
withdrawal and sick the next day from an overdose. Statistics show that an addict’s life
span may be shortened by 15 to 20 years. The addict is usually in trouble with the family
and almost always in trouble with the law. Some studies suggest that many of the known
narcotic addicts had some tro-uble with the law before they became addicted. (1) Once
addicted, they may become even more involved with crime because it costs so much to
support the heroin habit. Most authorities agree that the addict’s involvement with crime
is not a direct effect of the drug itself. Turning to crime is usually the only way to get that
much money. The addicts’ crimes are nearly always thefts or other crimes against prop-

erty.



