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...Three millions of people, armed in the holy
cause of liberty, and in such a country as that
which we possess, are invincible by any force
which our enemy can send against us. Besides,
sir, we shall not fight our battles alone. There is
ajust God who presides over the destinies of na-
tions, and who will raise up friends to fight our
battles for us. The battle, sir, is not to the strong
alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave.
Besides, sir, we have no election. If we were

base enough to desire it, it is now too late to re-

tire from the contest. There is no retreat but in
submission and slavery! Ourchains are forged! Their clanking may be heard
on the plains of Boston! The war is inevitable and—and let it come! 1 repeat

it, sir, let it come.






It is in Vain, sir, to extenuate the matter.
Gentlemen may cry, Peace, Peace—but there is no
peace. The war is actually begun! The next gale that
sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash
of resounding arms! Our brethren are already in the
field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that
gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so
dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the
price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God!
I know not what course others may take; but as for me,

give me liberty or give me death!
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Mr. President and gentlemen of the convention:

If we could first know where we are, and whither
we are tending, we could better judge what to do, and
how to do it. We are now far into the fifth year since a
policy was initiated with the avowed object, and confi-
dent promise, of putting an end to slavery agitation. Un-
derthe operation of that policy, that agitation has not
only not ceased, but has constantly augmented. In my
opinion, it will not cease, until a crisis shall have been
reached and passed. “A house divided against itself
cannot stand.” I believe this government cannot en-
dure permanently half slave and half free. I do not ex-
pect the Union to be dissolved — I do not expect the
house to fall — but I do expect it will cease to be divid-
ed. It will become all one thing, or all the other. Either
the opponents of slavery will arrest the further spread of
it, and place it where the public mind shall rest in the
belief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction; or its
advocates will push it forward, till it shall become alike
lawful in all the States, old as well as new —North as

well as South.
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