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Preface

Indigenous knowledge, or IK, refers to native knowledge that has been generated
and developed within a particular area over time. 1K is the cumulative experiences over
many generations of the local inhabitants. It is the quintessence of native inhabitants’
wisdom. Meanwhile, IK is an invaluable reservoir of information {or the development of
modern technologies, 1K is also the human wealth that needs to be recognized, ana-
lyzed, evaluated and utilized further more.

Conservation and utilization of biodiversity have been paid great attention by the
world and governments with a good example that the “Convention on Biological Diversi-
ty” was approved in 1992. Conservation and sustainable utilization of agro-diversity
should be paid much more attention, which is an important part of the biodiversity and
greatest significant relation to human’s daily lives among the biodiversity.

Since 1996, Yunnan Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Bioversity International that
used to be International Plant Genetic Resources Institute, and Yunnan Farmers’ Speci-
alities and Technology Association formed a team named as team of collection,
evaluation and dissemination of IK on plant genetic resources in Yunnan Province to car-
ry out a mission that is to collect, evaluate, disseminate IK on plant genetic resources,
to train farmers and raise issue to protect farmers rights in Yunnan Province under the
auspice of the projects approved by Bioversity International, National Natural Science
Foundation of China,etc. An IK Journal model was established. A methodology to col-
lect, evaluate and disseminate IK was primarily established and applied. It has been in-
dicated that the methodology has great potential to be used and value to be referred.

In order to develop and increase the influence of the achievement of the team, this
book was written based on literature review as well as results of the team’s researches,
The book is comprised of five chapters. Chapter 1 is the concept of indigenous knowl-
edge and its value. Chapter 2 is current and trends researches on IK in the world. Chap-
ter 3 is collection, documentation, conservation and dissemination of IK. Chapter 4 is
the cases of protection and utilization of IK in Yunnan. Chapter 5 is influence of IK on
development of Agro-biodiversity. The book outlines the current status on IK resear-
ches, introduction of representative projects in IK, important information of websites
and communication addresses related to 1K, to {acilitate readers to gain information easi-
lier and trace them faster. This book therefore may be referred by professional workers
in agro-bioresources, intellectual property protection, and rural community develop-
ment. It may be a book as a tool for the students and post-graduators in related areas.

We should and have to express our great gratitude to the funds supplied by Biover-
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sity International, National Natural Science Foundation of China (30460065), Yunnan
Province Natural Science Foundation (2002C013Z,2007C0219Z), helpful participation of
Yunnan Farmers’ Specialities and Technology Association and the Associations for Sci-
ence and Technology of counties, prefectures in Yunnan Province, suggestions kindly
supplied by Professor Pei Shengji and Professor Long Chunlin working in Kunming
Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, great supports and helps provided by
Yunnan Academy of Agricultural Sciences as well as the experts related. The Nuffic
provided great access for us to get information and to understand the current situation
about IK in the world,

Editing the book is a creative work to cover both natural and social sciences. There
are ideas, concepts and postulations to be practiced and recognized in the future yet in
the book. It is our objective to attract others to pay more attention to the area. There
may be shortages even mistakes in the book because of our limited capability and knowl-

edge. Your critical comments are warmly welcome and expected.

Editors
September 2007
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