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Preface

At the time of unprecedented serious national crisis of the War of
Resistance Against Japanese Aggression, for the preservation of the edu-
cation and Chinese culture, Peking University, Tsinghua University and
Nankai University were forced to move south. At the beginning, they
passed many places and reached Changsha, then the Changsha Tempo-
rary University (CTU) was formed in the December of 1937. In 1938,
as the Japanese forces were gaining more territory and eventually
bombed Changsha, CTU had to make a new journey to Kunming where
it changed the name into Southwest Associated University ( SAU).
Though having “ different histories and diverse étyles of study”, the
three universities “for eight years, shared friendly cooperation; coexis-
ted in one university but each still developed its own characteristics,
and the differences did not harm the unity; like five colour mingled,
each shone more brilliantly in the other’s company; like eight sounds
chorused harmoniously and peacefully”. Under the simple and crude
circumstance, they spread the knowledge, continued the enjoyable life,
and conquered the difficulties together. “ Holding the all —~embracing
spirit, they changed the public morals, established the free academic
atmosphere inside the campus, and won the name of democratic fortress
outside. " At that time, great masters gathered, academic researches
bloomed, and large numbers of outstanding people were coming for-
ward. According to statistics, among the first batch of academicians of
the Academia Sinica, 27 out of 81 were the former SAU teachers; until
2004, 173 academicians of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and Chi-

nese Academy of Engineering were teachers and students of SAU; a-
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mong the 23 winners of the “atomic bomb, hydrogen bomb and artificial
satellite” exploit medals, 8 were teachers and students of SAU; Yang
Zhenning and Li Zhengdao won the 1957 Nobel Prize in Physics; Huang
Kun, Liu Dongsheng, Ye Duzheng, and Wu Zhengyi successively won
the State Science and Technology Awards in 2001, 2003, 2005, and
2007. As a wartime university, SAU composed a glorious page in Chi-
nese or even world’ s higher education history, and left a plentiful and
valuable spiritual and cultural wealth to its descendants.

At the present, the school-running models, education philosophy
and experience of SAU have still been recalled and praised. Scholars
are pondering: How could. SAU cultivate so many talented people? Why
could SAU make such a great influence on Chinese modern education
and the development of science and technology? These questions are
drawing people’ s attention and worth researching. Hence, “Southwest
Associated University” is not merely a name of a university, but also a
Temple with long history and rich cultural treasures. It gradually draws
scholars” and expertises’ attention at home and abroad. Researching on
SAU is to learn experience from the successful school—running models
and draw strength from the scientific spirit of SAU, thereby provides ref-
erence for the economic and social development of China, and then
brightens the SAU spirit forever.

Currently, the researches on SAU show a multicultural trend. Re-
searches are carried out multidimensionally on education history, aca-
demic history, cultural history and intellectual studies. However, the
resent researches need to go deeper in many aspects. Such as, there are
many sensible memories, but few valuable and instrumental historical
documents ; original data and documents are mainly accumulated or laid
out, but few theoretical analysis or studies on them; the discussions are
superficial, lacking of a historical view; there are many single subject
research, but few interdiscipline studies, which makes it hard to be

used for recent society; there are few analysis or studies on the histori-

. 5.



BARAIK

cal status of SAU, especially SAU’ s influences on the economic, politi-
cal and scientific technology development. All these issues will be the
major researching topics for the studies of SAU in future.

Yunnan Normal University ( YNU) and SAU are derived from the
same origin. Owing to this, no matter viewed from the responsibility and
development of YNU, or from the need of building Yunnan province
with rich ethnic culture, or from researching on the development of Chi-
nese modern education, it is significant to study SAU. It should become
an important academic and cultural brand of YNU and Yunnan prov-
ince. Consequently, it is our responsibility to study and research on
SAU. YNU consistently values and supports on the researching work.
Southwest Associated University Research Institute (SAURI) was built
in 2001 , containing two research centers, namely Southwest Associated
University Research Center and Southwest Associated University Docu-
ments Research Center. The Institute puts forward an integrated develo-
ping idea, “gleaning documents, researching and publisizing” , and es-
tablishes the developing aim as constructing an open research center
with large influence. On documents and resources, by means of integra-
ting the references, YNU has built up Southwest Associated University
Library and Southwest Associated University Special Collections
Reference Room and set up the Southwest Associated University Re-
search Website, which spreads the SAU history and culture, researches
on the school —building spirit, strengthens the researches on SAU by
scholars home —and — abroad and promotes the construction of campus
culture. On students education, YNU enrolls master degree students
majored in SAU Research, so as to cultivate SAU researchers. On aca-
demic exchange, YNU organized several seminars in different size. In
the October of 2007 , the 70th anniversary of the founding of CTU, the
SAURI of YNU as the main undertaker held the “Southwest Associated
University and Modern China” Colloquia. Scholars from Waseda Uni-

versity, Peking University, Tsinghua University, Nankai University,
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Xiamen University, Chinese Academy of Social Science and so on, and
some famous SAU researchers gathered to discuss on the issue. Cover-
ing large aspects, this Colloquia was a high-leveled academic confer-
ence, which gained many praise and produced a great reaction from the
public.

Undoubtedly, since the establishment of the SAURI, with the ef-
forts of all the faculties, the Institute has made some progress and pub-
lished a set of theoretical studies, meanwhile, based on the platform of
SAURI, gathering the strength from some SAU researchers, the Institute
promoted the development of SAU research.

Research Library on Southwest Associated University is a new set of
masterpiece by SAURI of YNU and Yunnan SAU Research Society, and
it is also a try on the construction of a whole-society —shared ( open)
SAU cultural resource. This series are intended to gather national or
worldwide SAU researchers and collect their works. Through bringing
forth the creative, high—leveled and multidimensional researches to pro-
mot the development of SAU research, the SAURI will be established as
a major SAU researching base in China or around the world, and be one
of first —level research centers and information centers. At the same
time, relying on the higher education course construction, SAURI will
use its research achievements to help Chinese economy and culture con-

struction and the development of Chinese higher education.
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The boundless forest sheds its 1eaves shower by shower;
The endless River rolls its waves hour after hour.
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