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Preface

The Hui nationality, one of the nationalities with large population, is diverse
and unified with the pdpulation of over 9.2 million, which is the most widely
distributed over China besides the Han nationality. It is scattered over most
counties and municipalities of the country, but mainly inhabited in the Ningxia
Hui Autonomous Region, Gansu, the Xinjiang Uygurs Autonomous Region,
Henan, Hebei, Shandong, Yunnan , etc.

The Hui nationality is the abbreviation of the Huihui nationality. As a na-
tional community, the Hui nationality began from the period of the Tang and
Song Dynasties, growing up in the period of the Yuan, Ming Dynasties.
“Fanca” in the Tang and Song Dynasties and “the Huihui people”
are main parts of its origin.

The Hui nationality was born and bred in China, no such nationality in the
world at that time. Different from other nationalities, it is neither developed
" from one or several clans or tribes, nor a unity of foreign “the Huihui
people”. It is the foreign people with Islam belief, which is the combina-
tion of various nationalities at home and abroad in the long process of his-
torical development. In the process of formation, the Hui nationality assimi-
lated and fused different nationalities, such as the Hans, the Uygurs, the
Mongolians, the Tibétans, etc.

Islam plays an important role in the long and complex formation and de-
velopment of The Hui nationality. We can say that the Hui nationality would
not exist today without Islam and its wide spread in China.

The Hui people speak Chinese commonly. In everyday contacts and reli-
gious activity, some Arabic words and Persian words are reserved. The Hui
people often speak the local language in the frontier minority region.

The Hui people have made great contributions to the development of China

in such fields like culture, science and technology, economy and other as-
pects since its formation. Especially after the founding of the people i
republic of China, the broad masses of the Hui people have made indelible
contributions to the liberation course and social construction of china. Since
the beginning of history, the Hui people which have undergone hardship,
prosperity and decline, honor and disgrace, showing unique charm and glamour,
is an excellent nationality that can merge various nationalities' culture and
attach importance to the national unity, with the characteristics of working
hard, patriotism and loving Islam.

The Hui Nationality of China is a full-length picture album showing
historical culture and folk custom of the Hui nationality. All the pictures are
the firsthand materials taken by Li Guihua of the Hui nationality who trav-
eled all the country. The picture album, with substantial content, records the
tablets and steles composed and inscribed by well-known personages of the
past ages, shows architecture art of mosques with characteristics of the Hui
nationality in a macroscopic way, to display rich and varied daily production
and life, and traditional Islamic culture and art. The publication of the picture
album is of great significances of strengthening the exchange and unity among

all the nationalities in China.

The Association of Islam of

Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region

Eblarsin Man’gui

Spring, 2006
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Author’s Foreword

The Hui nationality is one excellent member of 56 nationalities of the
great Chinese community. With industrious, intelligent and strenuous
qualities and the spirit of never giving up, constantly striving to become

‘stronger, and being pious to religious belief. They are working hard
with the Chinese nation to share honor and disgrace, creating a splen-
did history.

Born in Hebei province, I was the son of a Hui family, and my
ancestral home is in Shandong province. After graduated from school,
I joined the army, and I became a middle-ranking cadre in a short time.
I was cited for meritorious service in the War of Self-defence Against
Vietnam. I have made a contribution to defending state security, and
won honor for my own nationality. However, I know little about the
history, religious belief, and connation of the Hui nationality. I have
been 50 years old in a flash. Suddenly, I think I should have some
knowledge about my nationality and I should do something for her.
When I took a look at the past, I was moved deeply by huge accumu-
lations of human culture and splendid national culture. I think I should
record these with my camera, presenting these pictures to the world,
making the world people know more about the Hui nationality, and
letting the Hui nationality go ahead the world.

I went down to Guangzhou, Quanzhou, Yangzhou, Hangzhou, Nanjing,
Shanghai, headed west for Inner Mongolia autonomous Region, Ningxia

Hui Autonomous Region, Shanxi, Shan'xi, Qinghai, Yunnan, Sichuan,
and traveled across Beijing, Tianjin, Henan, Hebei, Shandong. I have
covered a long distance of about thousands of kilometer. I was deeply
touched by seeing those historical relics and cites of southern provinces,
which are well preserved. I was excited by catching sight of north-
western national culture which is imparted and inherited till now. I was
gratified at seeing the excellent Hui people coming forth in large
numbers. I could not stop my tears when I noticed the people of some
places living in poor and backward condition.

Under the kind direction of the Chinese Association of Islam, the
great support of the Inner Mongolian Association of Islam, and the
assistance of the Mosque management committee and imams of all
mosques, I have completed the photographing work for the photo album-
The Hui Nationality of China. The photo album consists of four parts,
as Notable Inscription on the Steles, Architecture Style of Mosques,
Production and Life, Culture and Art. I sincerely offer the photo al-
bum-The Hui Nationality of China, which is like a fragrant flower, to
the elders and brethrens of the Hui nationality whom I love deeply and

the colleagues of photographic circles.
Ali + Li Guihua
May, 2006



ZHONGHTUAHUTIZTU

EH B E E

Notable Inscriptions on the Steles




rhAE | EZ TG T 1300 AR R, R “P
B OR CEMET FER T T EER S il
1r. HrhufE R L ME, EH R m R B
— KB, A 5 G SR FIISCIR , 28 3CI N2
HREE CEE2) M R A RET.

ALY TR, L. WL . PERERM
Frrb E LR A, (4 E AT F N ER R B
. X, BOEEDR. KE(MPDREBSHEE, &
CSERE K U AR A X S R AR S 2R TR
ATz, e, WIS, XD kT
. B, Bk, BEEEA, IR R, #hE
7, fhRBR, LR, RAZARIE,

NI IR N 2 45 4 IR R AR50k, i e — I
P, e T MR BRSO ESE
1% O o

— Sl A I P AR bR A LR, PRBL TR
SRR R SR BEMIAIG,E | A A .25 R R

£ “SUREER” BARRER, A TR
PN RNOES 8'q st A S YN g Gl PSP
ek, TILEEARWARHENKRH.

The Hui nationality in China has over 1300 years of history, and the scholars with “Alim” and the
learned men of the Hui nationality left rich religious cultural relics, including numerous steles. Those
steles show one distinctive feature of the Hui nationality#f religious culture. The steles include scriptures
steles and Chinese steles. The contents of them are selected from the related chapters and sections of
the Koran and the Holy Admonish.

This special volume collects various steles produced in the period of the Song, Yuan, Ming, Qing
Dynasties, the Republic of China and the founding of the People 1 Republic of China up to now,
including the imperial edicts and instructions; the couplets written by imperial kinsmen, ministers, and
inscriptions by the leaders of the government, which are hung in the key mosques all over the country.
These inscriptions are written with ease and grace, just like traveling cloud and waving dragon. From
calligraphy3fl point of view, these steles and couplets in Chinese, containing Yan, Ou, Zhao styles of
calligraphy and various schools, are vigorous, delicate, and elegant. Most of them are of great value.

From their contents and the dates, the steles and couplets mirror the historical circumstances of the
social politics, culture, and religion at that time.

Some steles and couplets are scribed by non-Muslim which embodies the nationality spirit of frater-
nal unity and respecting each other in the great Chinese community.

In the specific age of Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, in order to protect these steles and
couplets--the religious treasures, some people ventured their life to preserve them. After the oppres-

sion of over ten years, these steles and couplets could see the light of day.
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