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Unit 1
Read the questions before skimming or scanning the passage and
mark your answers by drawing with a pencil a short bar across the cor-
responding letter in the brackets.
1. The story probably took place
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A. during the war B. after a flood
C. after a big fire D. after an explosion

It was winter and bitterly cold outside. For weeks Rebecca had not
left the partially-collapsed cellar that was their hiding place ; but every
few days, David would go out to search for food. In the bombing all the
stores had been destroyed, and David sometimes found stale bread,
cans of preserved food, or whatever else had been buried. Making his
way through the ruins was dangerous. Sometimes bricks and mortar
would fall down, and he could easily lose his way. But if he and Re-
becca did not want to die from hunger, he had to take the risks.

That day was one of the coldest. Rebecca sat on the ground
wrapped in all the garments she possessed; still she could not get
warm. David had left many hours before, and Rebecca listened in the
darkness for the sound of his return, knowing that if he did not come
back, nothing remained to her but death.

2. The letter is written by
A. Petra’s old friend B. Petra’s neighbor
C. Petra’s pen friend D. Petra’s English teacher
3. Antonella Bruni
A lives in a small town in English
B. lives in a country where English is the second language
C. works in a town on the Adriatic Sea during her summer vacation
D. lives in an English-speaking country
Dear Petra,

Thank you for your letter and the photograph. You look very
friendly. 'm going to take the photo to work and show it to my col-
leagues. In fact, some of them want pen-friends too. You might be writ-

ing a lot of letters soon.
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As you know from my last letter, I work as secretary for a compa-
ny that makes sportswear. It is very good practice for me to write in
English as sometimes I have to use English in my job. The office where
I work is near the hills that surround my town. The view from my- win-
dow at work is quite nice, especially in the summer.

There is a lot of sun here in the summer and it gets very hot,
which is lovely. Is it very hot where you live? I go on holidays in Au-
gust, usually to the sea. I stay with friends near Rmini, which is a
town on the Adriatic Sea.

I've enclosed a photo of myself but it’s not very good, Pm afraid.
Please write back soon. '

Antonella Bruni
4. The author’s emotion towards his grandpa is
A. admiring B. respectful
C. love D. All of the above

When Grandpa died, I remember everyone cried. Everyone but
me, that is. I suppose I should have, but I just couldn’t, and I really
didn’t know why. You probably wouldn’t think of Grandpa’s dying of
heart attack as such an important public event. But he headlined the
newspapers which were filled with his pictures and articles on his life
from early boyhood to his death. And most of all, on his fame, I wish
now I'd cried when Grandpa died.

5. The purpose of the passage is to
A. explain some words different in meaning
B. introduce some people and things
C. list some useful words
D. show the usage of some words similar in meaning

6. The word is words that can be used to describe both people and
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places including
A. famous and notorious B. distinguished and eminent
C. notorious and mild D. All of the above

If somebody is famous, a lot of people know them or know about
them, usually because they have a special ability, quality or character.
For example, Toni Morrison is writer who is famous in the USA and
since she won the Nobel Prize for literature, she’s become famous inter-
nationally.

Apart from people, things and places can be famous too. For ex-
ample, one of western art’s most famous paintings is the Mona Lisa by
Leonardo Da Vinci or the country is famous for its beautiful scenery and
mild climate.

The words distinguished and eminent are used to describe people
who are well known for serious work in science, the arts and politics.
For example: She is a very distinguished professor of English and often
acts as a government adviser or He was an eminent doctor and the first
person to discover the virus.

Finally the word notorious means being well known for something
bad. For example; He was a fine writer but also a notorious drunkard
and womanizer. Like famous, the word can be used to describe places:
New York is notorious for its violent street crime.

7. One would tumn to a computer for help when solving a complex be-
cause the computer is
A. smarter than human beings
B. very quick
C. relatively inexpensive
D. important in determine the data needed to solve problems

Many problems of interest to scientists involve converting data into

9
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useful information by solving mathematical equations. The first comput-
ers were used in solving scientific problems because of their capacity to
do arithmetic at great speeds. For example, one of the first problems
computers solved, in the late 1940s, was where shell shot from a can-
non would land if it were fired with a certain force and in a certain di-
rection, given a certain wind velocity, and so on. What were the data?
The data here might include the design and weight of each shell, the a-
mount of powder used to propel it, and the design of the bore of the
cannon. We could use a manual or a mechanical system to solve the e-
quations that needed solving—but the work would take so long that the
shell would long since have reached its target.
8. Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?

A. New York was nicknamed “seat of empire”.

B. New York has the largest population among all American States.

C. New York City was named after George Washington.

D. The capital of New York State is New York City.

New York is a state of superlatives, ideally located and richly en-
dowed. In many respects, it is the nerve centre of the nation, its major
market-place and the national leader in manufacturing, finance, fash-
ion, art and communications. Second to California in population, New
York is the region that George Washington foresaw as a “seat of em-
pire” —hence its nickname.

New York City, the nation’s largest city, was the first US capital ,
and Washington was inaugurated there as the first President. Other cit-
ies of the state with 100,000 or more population include Albany ( the
state’s capital ) , Niagara Falls, Rochester, Syracuse, Utica, Yonkers,
and Buffalo.

If you are starting your tour of the Middle Atlantic States from New
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