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“The Center Cannot Hold”: V. S. Naipaul’s
Unmitigated Guise

Robert D. Hamner”

RBRE. A -FILAIAN,2001 FHIURELBE V.S, RERERT A
SREFHPOFEERE, BT HHEEEXHREA. ATEMES 2 M8 R bR
INMBZES AR TSR B, i Bt EAMER I ERMR LA BT ERT
SRR . ASCE AT UM R AL SO B BTE SRR RS AR
RENESZ T, BEE - FHEAGA, RREREREHAERNBRS 6
AR B MU — R R I 7 A TS # . b IR R HLET 21T B AR s AL, T 2
BB M AFEA AN EC S LR EAREEEGSL N —EEA,
EER: EEAME; Bl KBTS FHEEE BRERW; MFEIL;
FEREE N BEEAMTE, B ERERT

Abstract: This paper opens by addressing the argument that V. S. Naipaul
(Nobel Prize for Literature 2001) is a neocolonialist spokesman who has
turned against his West Indian roots. While his harshest critics often respect
his abundant gifts as an artist, he consistently focuses negatively on the short-
comings of underdeveloped societies around the world. Nevertheless, by analy-

zing selections from his fiction and discursive prose, this essay explores impli-

% [#e#M4+]): Robert D. Hamner, Senior Professor of English and Humanities,
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