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Based on the unique geographical and humanities environment
of cross-border ethnic groups in South China and mainland South-
east Asia, this book studies special cultural ecological model of
"Peaceful Cross-border Dwelling". Firstly, this book makes a de-
scription of the unique geographical environment of this region, and
then, based on geographical and anthropological theories, studies
human ecological environment in Cross-border minority regions in
southern China. It holds the opinion that geographical environment
and humanities environment influence mutually, and forms the spe-
cial human ecological environment, which is the premise of the ex-
istence of the cultural model of "Peaceful Cross-border Dwelling".

This book makes a comprehensive overview of all ethnic
groups in Myanmar and then makes a systematic research on Sino-
Burma trans-border ethnic groups.

By analyzing the region’s culture and its’ diversity of geographical
environment, the author concludes that this is a multi-level cultural
zone, which is the result of a multi-ethnic society, especially the
superposition and interaction of the different nature of a multi-level, but
open-minded culture complex.

In order to better illustrate the unique social and cultural



— i .

background of the cross-border ethnic regions in Southern China,
this book sums up the materials about the existence of several
prominent social issues and relatively stable ethnic and religious is-
sues and highlights the general reasons in chapter 6, which pro-
vides solid field materials and theoretical basis for "Peaceful Cross-
border Dwelling".

In addition to a systematical analysis of previous research and
first—hand field data, this book also brings forward two models of
"Peaceful Cross-border Dwelling", especially the cultural model of
"Peaceful Cross-border Dwelling", which is one of the theoretical
contributions to this field.

"Peaceful Cross-border Dwelling" refers to cross-border ethnic
groups living in different countries peacefully, though they share
the same cultural identity, there is no need to change their national
identity. Meanwhile, they will not regard both as an enemy for
living in different countries. Additionally, they have maintained a
good relationship with other neighboring ethnic groups." Peaceful
Cross-border Dwelling" means a kind of state, which needs to be
maintained by the norms of external political forces or the balances
of internal cultural mechanism. If a model is one kind of state
relying on some sorts of mechanism to maintain, the model of
cross-border ethnic "Peaceful Cross-border Dwelling" does exist in
reality.

The author suggests that there are two kinds of model existing
in "Peaceful Cross-border Dwelling", one is restricted by political
mechanism, the other is influenced by cultural mechanism. The
so-called political mechanism for "Peaceful Cross-border Dwelling"
is a relationship built on national friendship, mutual political trust

as well as to promote the construction of state-dominated, which is
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a growing mechanism led by government and controlled by external
environment. This kind of pattern often change with national
relationship, if national relationship keeps well between each
other, they will strictly observe relevant principles on international
relationship and attacks separatist forces together to ensure the
stability of each other’s border areas, and the improvement of the
international relationship. The focus of this book is on theoretical
issues of cultural mechanism of "Peaceful Cross-border Dwelling"
in cross-border ethnic regions.

On the relationship between cultural mechanism and political
mechanism of "Peaceful Cross-border Dwelling", political mecha-
nism can promote the development of cultural mechanism, but it
can not substitute cultural mechanism. Political mechanism, as an
unstable one, will change with the reform of political situation, it
1s a short-term mechanism. Cultural mechanism, however, as a
self-regulating one, comes into being naturally in an extremely
complicated historical, cultural, and environmental condition, it is
truly a long-term effective mechanism. It can be said that the
formation of cultural mechanism came into being naturally in
conditions of specific historical and cultural environments while
political mechanism is a contractual construction of international
communities, paying no attention to the historical and cultural
elements at all. Of course, if there are long-term interferences from
external force and they are not promptly intervened, cultural
mechanism may probably be removed or totally collapsed.

Due to the diversities and differences of the world culture,
there are special environmental, historical and cultural factors in
the formation of cultural mechanism of "Peaceful Cross-border

Dwelling", having its own historical chance, Taking country as a
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unit in our existing universal system, most of the cross-border
ethnic groups can not realize completely the model of cultural
mechanism of " Peaceful Cross-border Dwelling, on the contrary,
the model of political mechanism of "Peaceful Cross-border Dwell-
ing" will exist for a long time and play an important universal role
in the cross-border ethnic regions. The contractual mechanism of
the international communities is a more effective prevention and
balance mechanism. Looking around the world, it can be said that
the cultural mechanism is a unique existence, while political
mechanism is a universal one,

The author argues that the dwelling model in cross-border
ethnic regions in Southern China and the mainland of Southeast
Asia is a cultural one of "Peaceful Cross-border Dwelling", which
comes into Being naturally, its cultural traits and its process of
"homogeneity" or "homogenization”" with the national mainstream

culture will be accelerated rapidly.
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