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A tale of two cities

DURING World War Ii, atomic bombs dropped by the
US destroyed the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
Japan, on August 6 and 9, 1945, respectively. They
killed at least 120,000 people at once and about twice
that many over time. At the time, the US said it used the
bomb to force Japan’s unconditional surrender. Japan
presented its document of surrender to the allies on Au-
gust 15. But, the real reason for using the A-bomb has
been debated over the years. International treaties on
avoiding the use of nuclear weapons have been signed
and the two cities have held activities to reflect on the
damages of the war.
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A sombre
war memory

IN his own words, surviving US
air force crew member Morris
R. Jeppson, 83, recounted what
he saw from above:
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