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Preface

By Prof.Dr. Manfred Domroes
Co—Chairman of the Symposium,
Director, Institute of Geography, Mainz University, W.Germany

China and German'y have traditionally close and friendly ties in geogra-
phy.Paying a very respectful memory to two German pioneer geographers,
namely Alexander von Humboldt(1769—-1859) and Ferdinand von
Richhofen (1833—1905), China has even named two mountains after
them . Modern geography in China, both in terms of teaching and
research, was strongly stimulated by some eminent German geographers,
among them the late Professors Dr.Wilhelm Crednerand Dr.Wolfgang Panz-
er, who — from 1929 to 1931, and 1931 to 1933, respectively — were as-
sociated to the Department of Geography of the Sun Yatsen University at
Canton (Guangzhou) and who even served as the first two directors of
the newly established Geography Department. Both were esteemed scien-
tists of a high kaliber, energetic and dynamic, with a heart for geographi-
cal teaching and field research; their devotion to China was boundless. In
recent years, scientific exchange of geographers between China and
Germany was extensively intensified, by great a lot of visiting professors,
scholars, and students in geography between both countries. During the
last 10 years, an increasing number of German geographers have been in-
vited to join in research projects on China, greatly benefitting from the
unselfish cooperation with many colleagues in. China. Vice—versa, many

Chinese geographers were able to pay research visits to Germany..

It is urgently expected, both from German and Chinese geographers,
that the close and fruitful cooperation will even be strengthened in the
forthcoming years. . _

The Sino—German Symposium on ‘Development and Education in Ge-
ography in China and Germany’ which takes place at the famous
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Zhongshan University, Guangzhou, from November 9 to 12, 1989, rep-
resents an important step to deepen the scientific exchange in geography
between China and Germany. At the same time, the Symposium is being
held on the memorable occasion both of the 65th birthday of the
Zhongshan University and her 60th birthday of the Departmeht of Geogra-
phy. Thus, the major contribution of geography for the development of the
prestigious Zhongshan University is clearly marked, and it is, even more,
a great honour for nine German geographers to be friendly invited as guests
of the " scientific birthday” which is being celebreted by a Sino— German
Symposium, too.

In a respectful memory to the first two directors of the Department of
Geography at Zhongshan University, the late Professors Dr. Credner and
Dr.Panzer,  the Symposium was right from the beginning thoroughly plan-
ned and well organized by Professor Xu Xueqiang, Dean, College of Earth
and Environmental Sciences, Zhongshan University who was elected as
Chairman of the Symposium.Together with Professor Huang Weifeng, Di-
rector, Department of Geography, and all members of the Organizing
Committee, Professor Xu has not saved any pains to make the Symposium .
a successful and fruitful one. On behalf of the German professors, partici-
pating in the Symposium, | should like to express my warmest thanks and
deepest appreciation to Professor Xu, Professor Huang and all members of
the Organizing Committee! o '

It is my great privilege to have been elected as the Co—Chairman of the
Symposium, in order to be in charge of the German delegation to the Sym.
posium, consisting of nine professors in Geography from different universi-
ties in West Germany. All of them have established particularly close links
with China and carring out research work in various fields of
geography. Among the German participants, Professors Taubmann and
Domroes are, at the same time, also the two Chairmen of the Working
Group on China, established by the German University Geographers’ Asso-
ciation.

The Symposium could be realized thanks to a generous financial sup-
. port by the German Volkswagen Foundation, for which | should like to ex-
press my sincerest thanks.VoIkSwagen Foundation also kindly subported the



printing of the Proceedings of the Symposium. On behalf of the German
delegation, | also should like to express my appreciation to the host Univer-
sity and Department for their hospitality and friendliness.

May the Sino—German Symposium on ‘Development and Education of-
Geography in China and Germany’ open a new chapter of a bright bilateral
- Chinese—German cooperation-in geography! '
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