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Abstract

The blue book, Annual Report on China’s Central Region—Creating the Era of Urban
Agglomerations , is the first monograph in the country systematically studying on the urban
agglomeration development of China’s central area. As a phased outcome of the project
from National Social Science Foundation of China, “The Formation of Spatial Pattern
for Rational Urbanization and Research on New Urban Agglomeration: An Evidence
Analysis of the Integration Mechanism of New Urban Agglomeration of Central
China” , this book is coauthored by the experts and scholars from Academies of Social
Sciences of the central six provinces of Shanxi, Anhui, Jiangxi, Henan, Hubei,
Hunan, and the two cities of Wuhan and Zhengzhou.

It is important experience of developed countries to replace single city
competitiveness with regional overall competitiveness, and to promote the development
of regional economy through urban agglomeration. With the implementation of China’s
central rising strategy, the construction of urban agglomerations around provincial
capitals has been concentrated on by each of the central provinces, and has been carried
out as an important measure to implement the strategy of China central rising. It is of
great significance for the acceleration of central rising to boom the development of
central urban agglomerations,

For the goal of the integration of China central area by striving for the flowing and
concentration of the elements of socio-economic resources from the separate
administrative districts to the polar-nucleus oriented cities and the polar-area oriented
geographic spaces so as to build, expand and strengthen the immerging urban
agglomerations, we need to consider rationally the strategic trend of the development of
central urban agglomerations. Because there exist not only historical opportunities,
policy circumstances, social motive powers, and domestic and outside challenges, stress
bewilderment, obstacles and restraints as well in the growing and competition of urban
agglomerations. To realize the great-leap-forward development of central China urban
agglomerations, the late-development advantages of urban agglomerations interaction

need to be created through turning extraterritorial pressure into Endogenous impetus to




form and strengthen the abilities of the inter-governmental collaboration, market subject
creation, and social public reaction of the urban agglomerations.

The clue of the central agglomeration development is to build a one-zone three-
pole six-kernel six-axis and 37-node spatial structural system in urban agglomeration
region, and to create a scientific development mode for the urban agglomerations with
large impact area, very harmonious situation, delightful living condition, strong
competitiveness in the hinterland of China through the complementarity of inter-district
resources, element allocation, city expansion and integration, and scientific planning and
equipment of municipal functional structures.

Based on the vigorous development of China central plin urban agglomeration,
Wuhan metropolitan region, Changzhutan urban agglomeration, Wanjiang urban belt,
the city clusters around Poyang lake, Taiyuan metropolitan region, great importance
should be attached to integration of the three large urban agglomerations of Changzhutan
( “3+45+17), Wuban ( “1 +8”), and Zhengzhou ( “1 +8”) so0 as to build a
backbone for rising of central China by promoting the growth of Chang-Wu-Zheng
metropolitan belt, the fourth largest urban agglomeration. Meanwhile, for the purpose
of realizing coordinating development between eastern, central, and western district of
China, we need to push forward the connection and complementary interaction of the
three immerging urban agglomerations of Wanjiang, Poyang Lake, and Taiyuan with
the largest three metropolitan regions of Yangtze River delta, Pearl River delta, and

Jingjinji region respectively.
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