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Foreword

Culture and language are intertwined. Culture
develops language while language is advanced and
modified by new culture. The study of a foreign
language necessarily involves the study of its culture,
which is made up of its people, its history, its litera-
ture, its art, its music and its many aspects.

The purpose of this book is to bring readers
one step closer to mastering the English language.
You have in front of your eyes a collection of short
passages that signify the essence of the English liter-
ary development in the past four centuries. This
book combines the talent of 63 of the world’s most
influential English writers of all times. Many of the
passages in this book are extracts of famous writings
that are on the must-read list for high school and
university students in every English speaking coun-
try around the world. In this book, you will read
about the mnner thoughts of the famous writers, the
lives of famous people, their life philosophies and
some of the most famous classical stories enjoyed by
generations of adults and children everywhere.



This book is recommended for English learners
of all ages. It lists close to 1,400 new vocabularies
from medium to advanced levels. Each of the pas-
sages is followed by the definitions of the new vo-
cabularies, sample sentences, a few questions on
reading comprehension, in addition to the writer’s
biography. The reading comprehension questions
are designed at improving the students understand-
ing of the passages by exploring the meaning behind
each piece of the writing. Students are encouraged to
take time to think through these questions. In a
classroom setting, these questions may be used as
topics for oral language practices or as writing exer-
cises. Every five lessons in the book will be followed
by some practice questions to enhance students vo-
cabulary, grammar and reading comprehension abili-
ties.

The world of Classical English and literature
awaits you! Don’t hesitate any more! Let us be-
gin now!
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children are there on Earth?

8 n addition 10 the types of children

mentioned in the reading, what other

kinds of children are there on Earth?
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_#—‘ Charles Dickens (1812-1870) !

| was born in England. Owing to |
* his family's poverty, he worked in /j
a factory when he was little. This

bitter experience brought him
nightmares but later became a

[ T V. 10 walk slowly and leisurely » %

Bt R

EX

source of his creativity.

Dickens started his writing
| career as a reporter for the court and the newspa-
1 per. After his success with several publications, he |

became a full-time novelist. Dickens was a very ‘
productive writer. He is best known for his David
! Coopperfield, Great Expectations, Oliver Twist, |
' Nicholas Nickleby, A Christmas Carol, and A Tale '
l of Two Cities.

Chavles Dickens
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© Living in a fast paced and stressful society, it Is im-
portant to take a stroll every day to help you relax.
LEEVARBYRKBRER, FRKI GBI
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@ a good deal

iphrase. phrasc’a countless, infinite amount

e LR % 30

© I had a good deal of fun with my friends at the
Christmas party last night. £ ®.6) £ w &2 K
FoMAE—RERGR T,

© We spent a good deal of time waiting for the movie
stars to arrive in limousines. # N ¥ Tk 2 X, #h#
THRHLBALLAILAS W,

@ constant [kamstont]

4. unchanged, faithful, dependable » % % &)

© The temperature has remained constant today de-
spite strong winds in the afternoon. % % F 4 | 4
BR A aGLE—ARERE,
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similar meaning.
1. character
2. courage

3. amusing
4. eternally
5. principal

PRACTICE
006-010

Similar Meanings: Match each word on the
left with the word on the right that has a

a. funny
b. disposition
c. forever

d. primary
e. bravery
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& (©51)  Old Town in_America
REIHYE

There was once a town in the heart' of America
where all life seemed to live in harmony with its
surroundings. The town lay® in the midst’ of a
checkerboard® of prosperous farms, with fields of
grain and hillsides of orchards® where, in spring,
white clouds of bloom drifted above the green fields.
In autumn, oak® and maple” and birch® set up a
blaze® of color that flamed and flickered™ across a
backdrop' of pines™. Then foxes barked in the hills
and deer silently crossed the fields, half hidden in
the mists of the fall mornings.

—Rachel Carson: Silent Spring

Comprehension ,

9

In this town, what might have been some of

the things that their people could sell for a

living?

Can you describe the town you live in?
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,,»%, Who is the writer? (—&m Lj o k j

¢

Rachel Carson (1907 -1964) was born in
Pennsylvania, the United States of America. She
studied in Pennsylvania College for Women and |
won a scholarship to study medicine at Johns |
Hopkins University. Later, she received another
MA degree in zoology. As the first woman to take .
and pass the civil service test, she was hired as a |
junior biologist by the U.S. Bureau of Fisheries. |
She continued working there for 15 years and |
became the chief editor for all the publications by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Carson’s most |
famous book Silent Spring influenced President |
Kennedy to call for a major environmental |
movement to protect wild lives in the United States. 1

2
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@ heart [ha:rt]

n. the center, the most important or essential part

> P

2 With his devotion to his work
and his easygoing personality,
Mr. Dills quickly became the
heart of the company. % T 4
BN Am L Ao b AN 1 RO
S AR B h R A ] B af s
A,




@ lie [la]

V. to be located in, occupy a certain place
(lie—lay—lain) » & ;4% T

3t My farm lies to the east of the river and south of
the hills. Z#RFBET ARG EF L@ T,

midst [midst]

n. the center part or point B ¥ & middle

22 There is a hunter’s villa in the midst of the forest
where rich entrepreneurs stay on their weekend
hunting excursions. ¥ R AANIFHHNE, ALg
A g4 KR K EARE 2 £ARILINME—TF,

p checkerboard ['tfekarbo:rd]

n. something divided in equal squares like the board used
to play checkers B #t#&

3 Members of the City Planning Committee have vot-
ed to design a checkerboard of new transportation

routes across the city. A TN ER 2R FR L EZL
TR — A do kA AR MR AR a8 R4,

@ orchard [o:rtford]

> RE

3¢ My family owns an orchard started up by my great
grandfather three generations ago. M1 EXH — EX
H,ZEZRAMNBEGALAR—EET R,




