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Historical Background of International Exhibition
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round of International Exhibition

Hisiorical Back

The tradition of exhibition can date back to the times when large-scale markets were regularly
held in cities located at major route intersections. Crowds of people, some of whom had traveled
great distances, would visit these markets, stay at the site and exchange a wide variety of articles.
These events thus provided a forum for expressing and evaluating ideas and for demonstrating and
comparing skills.

Through these gatherings, a highly beneficial atmosphere of mutual understanding and fellow-
ship developed between people of different nations and often of conflicting cultures. Buyers and sell-
ers would flock to the cities of Lyons, Frankfurt and Leipzig in particular from all over medieval Eu-
rope. The commercial transactions of long ago thus paved the way for the international exhibitions of
today.

The idea of a national exhibition did not originate with the British, but with French, who had
organized the first exhibition of national products as early as 1798 and had held an exhibition every
five yearé since the beginning of the century.

However, the first universal and international exhibition in the modem sense took place in 1851
in London, which was an overwhelming success. Paris took over and organized brilliant exhibitions
in 1855, 1867, 1878, 1889 and 1900. Soon other large centers were also eager to hold world fairs,
and among the most successful international exhibitions were those held in Vienna, Amsterdam,
Brussels, Barcelona, St. Louis, Turin and Philadelphia.

The United States was quick to follow London with its own fair. While London’s Crystal Palace
had been a government venture, as were most subséquent European fairs, the New York Fair in 1853
was modeled after the 1851 London Fair, but established a non-government approach to fair planning
in the United States. Therefore, fairs in the United States are produced by private, government-ap-
pointed commissions.

Since the 1851 Crystal Palace Exhibition in London, western nations tried to emulate the ac-
complishment with fairs of their own. As each successive fair strove to outdo its predecessors, the
western world was inundated with creative attempts at exhibiting industrial and artistic progress in
each nation. However, these events inevitably gave rise to numerous conflicts of interest and were
often characterized by very poor organization. This state of confusion caused the participating gov-
ernments serious problems and, as a result they felt the need to establish regulations to prevent the
proliferation of exhibitions and provide participants with certain guarantees. It became apparent that
the various parties had to be brought together and their differences aired in an attempt to solve com-
mon problems. An international agreement seemed necessary. Paris had been calling for one
since 1907.

In 1912 the German government took the initiative and called interested governments together in
order to work out the basis for an agreement. The governments were quick to respond and they ex-
pressed the desire to establish regulations to improve relations between organizers and participants

and between inviting governments and official or private exhibitors.
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It was the Berlin Diplomatic Conference that established the basis for an international conven-
tion governing international exhibitions. However, the diplomatic decision that resulted could not be
ratified because of the War of 1914,

It was not until November 22, 1928 , at another conference in Paris, that delegates of thirty-one
countries signed the first convention governing, in a constructive manner, the organization of interna-
tional exhibitions.

The International Convention of 1928 brought order to the world exhibitions’ situation by regula-
ting their frequency and outlining the rights and obligations of the exhibitors and organizers. In
BIE) was cre-

ated in order to ensure compliance with the provisions of the Convention. Thereafter the Convention

1939, the International Exhibitions Bureau ( Bureau International des Exhibitions

went through three revisions in 1948 , 1966 and 1972 respectively.
As regulated and defined, international exhibitions are divided into two categories: the regis-

tered/universal exhibitions, having a theme of a general nature, subject to a five-year separation,

last up to six months (for example, Hanover 2000. 6. 1—10. 31 Humankind, Nature, Technolo-
gy) ; the recognized / specialized exhibitions with a specialized theme occur in the intervening years
between these large events, and have a duration not exceeding three months ( for example, Rostock,
Germany, 2003, 4. 25—10. 12

Ever since the first world fair in 1851, world expositions have excited and inspired millions of

The Green Exposition by the Seaside).

people around the world. They allow people to explore the world outside of their everyday experi-
ence——outside cultures, new scientific advancements, and new inventions. As times change,
world expositions have changed to fit those times. They continue to reflect both the commercial
needs of their times while presenting the ideals, hopes and aspirations of people, and providing in-
formation and inspiration.

Related to both the Olympics and the United Nations in many ways, world’s fairs are unique in
that an ordinary person can experience them firsthand, not just athletes or politicians. Anyone can
enter the expo site and feel a part of something new, be a part of the world community, and witness

what potential human beings have achieved in this world.
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