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Introduction

Introduction ; Inventions that have shaped our lives

Today we live in a fairly comfortable world. If we live in the
developed countries, our lives are in general, much better
materially than those of people who lived before us. Even in many
of the developing countries, although life is a struggle, it is much
better than it would be.

There are many inventions that have caused this. But when we
think of the things that have improved our lives, we tend to think
of more recent inventions.

This book aims to give you an idea of how ancient inventions
have affected our lives in good ways. Sometimes we forget how
clever ancient people were. I want to show how the intelligence,
perseverance and in some cases, courage of the ancient peoples have
given us great benefits.

Some of the inventions are solid things such as the wheel and
tools. However, there are more abstract ones such as language and
philosophy which are also very important.

An invention can be a development and does not need to be made
out of solid material. Indeed, it could be argued that the abstract
inventions have been even more important in the long run. This is
because ideas lead to changes in the world, many of which change our
lives.

In this book I have interspersed the conversation with the text

to allow a better idea of how it comes from the text.
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Language
Fa=
Passage 1

As with many of the inventions from ancient times, where language
came from is a mystery. It was probably an accidental invention which
gradually developed from a few simple sounds. However, just like art.
music and other abstract inventions which probably came about by
accident, we do not know how it was created.

Did its development continue purcly! by accident? Did a person or a
group of people, once they discovered how useful it was, dcliberately-

make up words in order to say what they wanted to say?

Conversation 1 MP3 IFD

P. Professor (Prof.)

P. [ In a seminar®] Today we are going to discuss language and how it
began. We do not know how it was created. Was it purely by accident
just like art, music and other abstract inventions? Did a group of people
deliberately make up words to say what they wanted to say? Any ideas

anyone?

Word Bank

1. purely [ 'pjusli] ad. solely or simply 4% ; & Rit

2. deliberately [ dr'liborstli ] ad. with intention; in an intentional
manner #® F¥;E Fik

3. seminar | 'seminaia | #. an occasion when a teacher or expert and a

group of people meet to study and discuss something

(XFZhHHKHFO AT



pin Text to Talk:
~ Ancient Inventions

Passage 2

about through copying the sound something
made, for example, we could imagine some
group deciding to call a bee a buzz'? Could
singing have come first and then language? Is
that why some languages are tonal® 7 When did
humans develop the vocal® equipment to allow

them to speak?

answers in connection with the subject of

language. But it is fascinating to think about

it.

How much of the original language came

There are far more questions than §

Conversation 2

G: George P: Prof. J: Judy

G. Maybe it came about through copying the sound something made?

P. Such as? Give me an example.

G: You could imagine maybe someone calling a bee a “buzz” or a horse a
“neigh’”. Then maybe some verbs could be created from them.

P. OK, that could explain how it started. But of course, not everything
can be named that way. Any other possibilities?

J: Well, maybe they enjoyed singing and then. from the meaningless
humming® or whatever, they developed words and gave them
meanings.

P. Excellent. In fact I think that is more likely than the first idea.

Word Bank -

4. buzz [baz] n. a continuous low sound 44 #

5. tonal [ 'tounl] a. relating to tone or tonality & 8 &)

6. vocal [ 'voukl] a. of, pertaining to, or uttered with the voice # & #

7. neigh [ ner] n. a long loud high call that is produced by a horse when

N



Unit 1 Language &5

it is excited or frightened L4y &

8. humming ['hamig] n. the act of singing with closed lips %3

Passage 3 ME 5O

It is not certain when language began. Obviously, spoken language
could not have started until humans developed voice boxes” or larynxes!'™.

It used to be thought that Ncanderthal!! people could not have
developed languages because they did not seem to have possessed larynxes.
However, evidence has recently been found that shows that their society
was more complex than was thought and so they must have had some kind
of language, though it may have been simpler than most languages today.

On the other hand, it may have been more complex because ancient
languages tend to be more complex than modern ones. This is because as
time goes on, people simplify!® the way they speak as they come into
contact with other people.

A simpler language is easier to learn and to understand and so makes

communication with foreigners easier.

Conversation 3 STEY 6 )

P. Prof. G: George J:Judy M: Mike
M: When did language begin, Professor?

P. We are not certain when it began. It used to be thought that
Neanderthals did not have larynxes and so could not spcak. Why has
that idea changed? Anyone?

G: Did they find a Neanderthal with a voice box?

They did not. Judy?

J: I think I read somewhere that Neanderthal society was much more

-

complex thap previously thought so they must have used language.

P. That’s correct. The Neanderthals must have used language in order to
organize their society. We don’t know if their languages were simpler
or more complex than our modern ones, but we know that languages

tend to simplify as time passes.



From Text to Talk: %
Ancient Inventions

Word Bank

9. voice box the larynx o

10. larynx [ 'leerigks | n. a muscular hollow organ between the nose and
the lungs which contains the tissue that moves very quickly to create
the human voice and many animal sounds *# sk

11. Neanderthal [ ni'eendsta:l] n. a type of primitive people who lived in
Europe and Asia from about 150,000 to 30,000 years ago B % &3 A

12. simplify [ 'stmplifai] v. to make less complex or complicated # 4¢ ; #

Passasge 4 STEY 7 )

However, in the beginning language did not help a great deal in
communication. There were two reasons for this: firstly Neanderthals
moved about in small groups and secondly, it took thousands of years for
writing to appear.

It is believed that there were only
about 250,000 Neanderthals in the cold
Europe of the time. They moved about
in family groups of about seven to ten
individuals and each group had its own
language. The language of each group
was totally different to each other
group, which means there were
thousands of languages.

If a person moved (or was taken)

from one group into another, they ¥ e
would have to try to learn the language Neanderthal man
of their new group. So this was not a situation where different groups

could communicate easily.

Conversation 4

G: George P: Prof. - J: Judy M. Mike
G:. Did their language help much in communication, Professor?

P. We don’t think so because they moved about in small groups, each with

4



Unit 1 Language &=

its own separate language.

J: So there might have been thousands of totally different languages?

P. That’s right.

M: So if a person married into another group. he or she would have to
lcarn a completely ncw language.

P. Correct. Furthermore, because no group could communicate with
another. there was no use for writing.

G: Therefore, there was no way they could use language to discuss ideas or
hear new information. They couldn’t develop into countries or create
national'’ cultures.

P. They couldn’t even create tribes!’. All they could do was passing
information down through the generations.

J: It’s not surprising it took hundreds of thousands of years for the first

civilizations to appear.

Word Bank

13. national { 'neefonal ] a. relating to or affecting a nation, especially a
nation as a whole rather than a part of it or section of its territory K. #%#)
14. tribe [traib] n. a group of people. often of related families, who live
together. sharing the same language. culture and history, especially

those who do not live in towns or cities #f %

Passasge §

Of course as we shall sce in unit 3., writing was very helpful to the
development of a sophisticated society. Without a common language or
writing system, it was impossible to communicate information and develop
further.

As the centuries passed and family groups became clans'” which
gathered into tribes and tribes transformed themselves into states, the number
of languages became fewer. Life became more complex and the languages
that survived had to develop ways of communicating more complicated
ideas.

So while many languages simplified their grammar. there was

5



From Text to Talk:
Ancient Inventions

probably a big incrcase!® in their vocabulary. For example, simple tribes
did not need to worry about taxation'” . However, as states grew, taxation
systems developed and new words had to be made for new concepts such as

accounts'® , debts, treasury!”, etc.

"é‘fﬁﬁ‘”" M "’-% ﬁ
x.;’;il# iy Dﬂ*’ ‘ff‘

pictographic writing

Conversation § M3 D
P: Prof. M: Mike G: George

P: Yes, to develop civilization you need, at least a large number of people

speaking the same language.

M: But if you want to build an empire, you need writing.

P: I think that’s correct. To communicate over large distances, you need
to write letters to your commanders®'. It is not a good idea to rely on a
messenger’s-! memory.

G: I suppose when you develop a big civilization, you have to make new
words for new ideas.

P. Taxation, for example. Simple tribes do not need to worry about taxing
people. However, a big state has to get money from somewhere and

then you need new words for accounts, debts, ctc.

Word Bank

15. clan [kleen ] n. a group of families, especially in Scotland, who
originate from the same family and have the same name =% 3

16. increase [ 'inkriis] n. growth or augmentation in numbers, size,
strength, quality, etc. 3% fn

17. taxation [teek'serfon] n. the system whereby taxes are levied on some

types of income, earnings, or purchases g #% ; fE#



unit 1 Language €=

18. account [ o'kavnt ] n. an arrangement with a bank to keep your money
there and to allow you to take it out when you need to (4&47)# 8

19. treasury [ 'tre3ar1] n. the funds or revenues of a government,
organization, or corporation, or the place in which they are deposited
and disbursed B &

20. commander [ ko'mzenda] n. an officer who is in charge of a military
operation %R E

21. messenger [ 'mesmdzo] n. somebody who carries messages between
people 1 & ;i E A

Passase §

In addition to this, some languages became important while others had
little prestige™. The former would become the official languages of states
while the latter had no status and were often associated with poor,
uneducated and powerless people. So we can sec there is a certain
connection with the success of a language, its social status and its political
power.

Conversation 6 NI 7))
M. Mike P: Prof.

M. Of course that has other implications<. If you have more than one

large state then you have political conflicts.
P. Which of course, lead to wars. And in wars, there are winners and
losers.

Word Bank

22, prestige [ pre'sti;z ] n. respect and admiration given to someone or
something, usually because of a reputation for high quality, success or
social influence & %2 ; # %

23. implication [ impli'keifon] n. something that is implied or involved

as a natural consequence of something else 4 & ; #% +



From Text to Talk:
Ancient Inventions

Passasge 7 wrs EED

This has other effects on
languages. We can see this in the
case of English itself.

If you look at a text of
English before 1066, you see a
very different language to
Modern English?!. In fact, it is a

very different language called

Anglo-Saxon (or Old English®>® ). Some of the words were similar to

7 modern English, however,
'm‘s*,}mr,n oo uzdrmrg ]Mﬂl’"ﬂnhmm

molicom. Af!’-trt"&yﬂgryﬂdmlﬂrgdqubc}-abmnkmm the grammar was quite

Akt

o -,lann},y]ma-]}i[axmmlltmnnn rm—,{yrysaror]un different. As well using
TYPRyIee Wl‘*}‘"‘““f‘ l""“‘"‘l’“‘“"“l‘“”l‘)’m%““ - words from other languages
ham: rrmrasdfnncb—]mopkc]m ol allepafpemmoheom
for example, they would put
peepron-buam hepe peyoe amumijcallepapemmohm ac pleon
mﬁmnthhmlmlsw'ma!mc-'":kylgrmmlmpnwrw words tOgCthCI’ . They would
1,u1mnf]munq,n,mxmrj}mmrnﬂmuzhc;z;ty'bcof also change the endings of
heomfhepoloe: 1@;r1fmf“wrﬂmwdu>«nm1l=¥¢yu words to change the meaning
Fu,.)fe,mcl\’le\ll[ -
Wﬂdmk_ytg[mbocmrqmrﬂmwm,m i
Larree 1 lasss onfaehealpo mropypaan yanbl -

Anglo-Saxon

of the sentence.

Then when the French
invaded England, the
language was completely
. changed. As well as many new words coming into English from French,
the grammar was also greatly changed (as mentioned above, it became
simpler) .

However, for about 300 years, French had a much higher social status
than English. So French affected English much more than English affected
French. In fact some historians argue that if the Kings of England had not
started to break away from France and promote®® English, the English
language would have died out’” completely.
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Conversation? Vb3 EE)

J: Judy P. Prof. M. Mike

J: I heard something about that. It was to do with English.

P. Good. young lady. Tell us more.

J: When the French invaded England in 1066, their language became
dominant™ there.

P. That is true. But it didn’t last, did it? .

J: English rose again in the next 400 years. However, it was completely
changed. Now, because of the British Empire and the US, it is
probably going to become the main international language.

P. Very probably. What effect do you think that will have?

M: In the same way that French almost destroyed it, English will probably
help to destroy many weaker languages and cultures.

Word Bank

24. Modern English the English language from about 1500, when it

began to develop a more standardized form compared with the dialects
of Middle English #L4X 3% & ; X & &

25. Old English the earliest form of the English language, used up to
about AD 1150 & %%

26. promote [ pro'maut | v. to encourage the popularity, sale, development or
existence of something £ 4% ; 1€ #

27. die out to ceasc to exist; become extinct i #fiH % R %

28. dominant [ 'dominant ] @, more important, strong or noticeable than

anything else of the same type &4 89; % fe 49

Practice Look at the answer and try to formulate the question

Al

o

Language was probably an accidental invention.

> (@) What was probably an accidental invention?

6 © ¢ 0 © 0 © ¢ O 0 0 ¢ ¢ 9 U P O 0O O O O 0 ¢ @G 0O @ 0O O 0 O 0 0O O 0 O 0 6 O 0 O
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Ancient Inventions

A3

A4

A5

o

Tt used to be thought that Neanderthal people could not have developed

languages because they did not seem to have possessed larynxes.

QQ Why did it use to be thought that Neanderthal people could not
have developed languages?

Neanderthal language may have been more complex because ancient

languages tend to be more complex than modern ones.

Q@ For what reason may Neanderthal language have been more
complex?

As time goes on, people simplify the way they speak as they come

into contact with other pecople.

Q@ Why do people simplify the way they speak as time goes on?

There are far more questions than answers as regards language.

Q@ How many more questions than answers are there as regards

language?

e o6 o o © 6 0o 0 © O © © 0 ©O O O O & © 0 @ © ¢ © 0 @ © © 0 0 @ © ¢ 0 © @ 0 ©° © ©

Quiz I Give the question from the answer

S U1 W N =

It is a mystery.

Neanderthals moved about in small groups.

It took thousands of years for writing to appear.

Each group had its own language.

There were thousands of languages.

If a person moved (or was taken) from one group into another, they would have

to try to learn the language of their new group.

Because family groups became clans which gathered into tribes and tribes

transformed themselves into states.

10

. Because some languages became important while others had little prestige.



