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Archaeological Excavation on the Paleolithic Lingjing Site in Xuchang, Henan
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Drilling and Excavation on the Zhoujiazhuang Site in Jiangxian County of Shanxi in 2007—
2008
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Excavation in the Halahaigou Cemetery in Chifeng City, Inner Mongolia
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Excavation of the South Baoligaotu Site and Tombs in Inner Mongolia
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Guangfulin Site in Songjiang, Shanghai
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Neolithic Site and City—walls at Sunjiacheng in Huaining, Anhui
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Large Settlement of the Longshan Culture on the Wadian Site in Yuzhou City, Henan
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Yangguanzhai Site in Gaoling, Shaanxi
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Excavation of Qijia Culture and Siwa Culture Tombs at Mogou of Chengi in Lintan, Gansu
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2007 to 2008 Archaeological Excavation of the Western City—wall of the Shang City at Yanshi
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2008 Achievements in Field Archaeology at Locus North of Liujiazhuang within the Yin Ruins
in Anyang
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Western Zhou Period Cemetery at Dahekou in Yicheng, Shanxi
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Kiln—site of the Warring States Period at Tingzigiao in Deqing, Zhejiang
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Tomb Shuangdun—1 of the Spring—and—Autumn Period in Bengbu, Anhui
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Dune Site at Anshan in Jinjiang, Fujian
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Survey and Excavation on Salt—making Sites at the Shuangwangcheng Reservoir in
Shouguang, Shandong, in the Eastern Line of the Works of Shifting Southern Water to
the North
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Archaeological Excavation of Ancient Yongliang City—site
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Peng Clan Graveyard of the Chu State in Nanyang, Henan
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Excavation in the Cemetery of Sarcophagus Burial at Yan'erlong in Luhuo, Sichuan
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The Third Archaeological Excavation of the Haimenkou Site in Jianchuan of Dali, Yunnan
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2008 Excavation in the Majiayuan Cemetery in Zhangjiachuan, Gansu
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Cemetery of the Spring—and—Autumn and Warring States Period at Wangdahu in Pengyang,
Ningxia
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Western Han Inscribed Slips and Tablets from Tomb M77 at Shuihudi in Yunmeng, Hubei
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Tomb Xiejiagiao—1 of the Han Period in Jingzhou, Hubei
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Western Han Tomb at Qujiang in Xi’an
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Cemetery of the Han Period at Laofenliang in Jingbian, Shaanxi
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Shuiquanzi Cemetery of the Han Period in Yongchang, Gansu
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Excavation of the Tang Period Pagoda—foundation in the Taishan Longquan Temple within the
Jinyang City—site, Taiyuan
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Donglongguan Cemetery of the Song, Jin and Yuan Periods in Fenyang, Shanxi
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Excavation of the Ming Period Great Bao’en Temple and the Crypt of the True Body Stupa in
the Northern Song Period Changgan Temple in Nanjing
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Imperial Street—site of the Southern Song Period at Middle Zhongshan Road in Hangzhou
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Fu Bi Kin Graveyard of the Northern Song Period in Luoyang
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Street and Block Site of the Tang and Song Periods on Jiangnanguan Street in Chengdu
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Northern Song Kin Graveyard at Wulitou in Lantian, Shaanxi
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Archaeological Reconnaissance of Tang Mausoleums in 2008
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Vestiges in the Tomb—garden of Mausoleum No. 6 of the Western Xia Kingdom
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Mu Family Tombs of the Ming Period on Jiangjun Hill in Jiangning, Nanjing
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Excavation on Glazed—pottery Structural Member Making Kiln—site No. 30 of the Ming Period
at Yaogang Village in Nanjing
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Paper—making Workshop—site in Hualin of Gao’an City, Jiangxi
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Stone—chambered Tomb of the Ming Period at Huiduipo in Gaoling, Shaanxi
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he Lingjing site lies on the western side of Lingjing
TTown 15 km west of Xuchang City. On 17
December 2007, 16 human skull fossils were discovered
at a depth 0f 4.99 m below the base point of Excavation
Square T9. In 2008, 12 human skull fossils of the same
individual were yielded from the east of T9, and more
than 2,000 microliths were brought to light from the
upper cultural stratum, of which some belong to the
types seen for the first time.
The cultural accumulations, measuring 5.6—7.2 m in
depth, fall into two strata. Since 2005, excavation has
covered an area of 259 sq m of the lower stratum, from
which about 30,000 stone artifacts and animal fossils
have been brought to light, including 18 specimens of

mammal fossils. The upper stratum yielded large

MAJOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES IN CHINA IN 2008

ower Cultural

Stratum

quantities of microliths, tooth artifacts and large-sized
stone implements and a few animal fossils. For the
lower stratum, in addition to a great number of stone
and bone artifacts and animal fossils, the human skull
fossils are extremely important finds.

The discovery of "Xuchang man" has great academic
value to the study into the evolution of fossil man in
East Asia and the origin of late Homo sapiens in China.
The stratum yielding the skull fossils dates from about
80,000 to 100,000 BP. The unearthed bone artifacts
come first in number in the same type of site known so
far in China. Containing Paleolithic, Neolithic and
other cultural remains, the Lingjing site provided rare,
rather complete stratigraphical evidence in Chinese

archaeology.
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