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Unit 1

Wearm-up (Questions

1. Can you imagine living in another part of the
world?

2. Have you had any contact with another culture?
Did you feel any differences?

3. What makes lifestyles in the world different?

A

How do you look at the differences?

5. Do you know how to reduce stress and culture

shock when encountering different cultures?

Text @M Many Ways of Life

All over the world, people do many of the same things that are necessary in order to
live, yet they do them in different ways.

Along the Amazon River!' and in parts of Southeast Asia’, people live in river houses
or houseboats. Many South American Indians? live in grass huts, and an Eskimo* may live
in an igloo, or snow house. Some people of the central Turkey, called Cone Dwellers’,
live in caves, some of them five or six stories high. You may be living in an apartment
building that is several stories high. Or you may live in a house.

People live in different places, and they eat the same foods in different ways. For in-
stance, in Japan sea spiders are caught for food. You may have eaten a sea spider, too,
in the form of a crabmeat cocktail. In the United States, you may buy your lunch from a hot-
dog stand. There are hotdog stands on the island of Sumatra® as well. But there, a native
vendor may sell you a hotdog that is actually a piece of roasted dog meat.

In South America, there is a very poisonous plant called the bitter manioc. Yet the
South American Indians have devised a way to extract the poison from the plant and use
the plant to make flour. From the flour, they make cassava bread, which is a staple food
all over the South America. You may have eaten some of this plant yourself, since tapioca
is also made from it.

In other parts of the world, people eat many kinds of insects, such as grasshoppers
and crickets. The Veddas of Ceylon’ eat rotten wood, with a garnish of honey, leaves,
bark, and fruit. And some tribes of South American Indians, as well as people in Kenya
and Congo?®, eat clay.

Much of the food you eat probably comes from your local supermarket. And much of
that may only need to be heated or thawed before it is ready to eat. But an Indonesian® on



the island of Bali'® may wait much longer for a meal. There, a sticky sap is smeared on the
end of a long pole. Then it is held up in the air until dragonflies come along and are stuck in
the sap. In this way, a meal is secured''.

/hat/ n. =
- /igluy/ n. BEHANET/NE
der /'spaide/ n. B&k
himeat /'krebmiit/ n. 2R
codl /stend/ ] n [E]%
lor /'vendor/ n. /[
/'poizonos/ a. BEMN
¢ /'bita/ a. EH
/'meeniok/ n. KZ
/ka'sarva/ n. K&, KEH
/di'vaiz/ v. &t
/ik'streekt/ v. 32E
/'steipl/ a. TEMH
./ tepi'ouks/ n. KEZ;2#¥,2%%
/'insekt/ n. B8
e /'grazsihopa(r) / n. 24
/'krikit/ n. BREK
L /'gamif/ n. BL3, BoAt
L /baik/ n. B
/klei/ n. gt
/021/ v. LI, 8RR
/'stiki/ n. k58
/sep/ n. ¥R
©/smia/ v RIER
/'dreegonflai/ n. tSg

azon River TS89, U TR, 2R ERER KK,
Southeast Asxia ZREGIF



South American Indians FEENE LT A

Eskimo, Eskimos (pl. ) SErEEA

Cone Dwellers R EFE

Sumatra 7 1ER-S (ENERAIL)

the Veddas of Ceylon 52 (B2 K18 A A (HTBE=F 1T 2& A)
Kenya R ;Congo IR, EEMEK

Indonesian EJE AT A

10. Bal BES, N THNERALEFDF

17. In this way,a meal is secured. X#f, —tIRBE 7RIk
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EXERCISES

(® Reading Comprehension

I. Answer the following questions or complete the following statements by choosing
the best alternative from A, B, C or D.
7. The fact that Eskimo live in igloos shows that -
A. it’s cheap to build a snow house
B. people across the cultures live in different ways
C. they are used to living in the house
D. this is the best way to survive the cold weather
2. The Japanese eat sea spiders and other people may have eaten spiders, too, but cooked
in different ways. This shows that
A. people always eat the same food wherever they are
B. different ways of life are reflected in cooking styles
C. sea spiders are special food
D. people eat differently, because they live in different places
3. The writer seemed to be surprised by a piece of roasted dog meat. Why?
. To the writer, a hotdog shouldn’t be made of dog.
To the writer, a hotdog is supposed to be made of American bread and sausage.

It’s not good to eat dog meat.

o 0w >

Hotdogs are not sold at a hotdog stand.

4. Some South American Indians eat

r

A. staple food B. grasshoppers
C. bark D. clay
5. What Indonesians do before a meal is to -
A. thaw their food B. secure a meal
C. hold a ceremony D. catch dragonflies



1. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

) 1. The purpose of the passage is to amuse people.

2. Some South Americans can eat plants with poison.

3. A common trait all cultures share is survival.

4. The fact that people live in different shelters shows cultural differences.
5

(

( )
( )
( )
( )

. The Veddas’s food source can be extensively accessible, for their only food is

rotten wood.

(@ Vocabulary & Structure |

I. Fili in the following blanks with the words or phrases given below.
as well,  bitter, poisonous, necessary, central, as well as
7. Meat is to us all.
2. The medcine left a taste in the mouth.
3. The highway is to the plan.
4

That kind of plant is

O

Reading English is important, but learning to speak English is important
Ii. Fill in the incomplete sentences with the proper form of the words or phrases in

parenthesis.

. You may (see) pandas in the Beijing Zoo.

2. Tomorrow, many things need to be (do) in order to prepare for the party.

3. With advertisements everywhere, people are getting more and more ( mail )
each passing day.

4. T don’t like to see him because he has no ( manner) .

5. When he arrived in Beijing, he was told his luggage (be) in Xi’ an.

(@) Translation

Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

) We haven’t heard from him up to now, but he might have safely arrived.
i b:::?: olf done. < Since most of you like to go, I may do the same as well.

we w2 kne O He feels his pants are light and comfortable, and he has never imagined
—¥, that they are made from petroleum.

4. The staple food in the north is bread while rice serves as the staple food in

the south.

5. This little gadget is used to extract juice from fruit.

........................................................................................................................................



Text{}) Intercultural Communication

Culture is the total of socially transmitted behavior patterns, arts, language, ideas,
beliefs, customs, rituals, codes, products of human work, institutions, and tools of a pop-
ulation. Culture affects the way people act when they are with others in their community!.

Every society has special or unique beliefs, attitudes, customs, behaviors, and social
habits peculiar to their community?. These social and artistic expressions give people a
sense of who they are, how they should respond, and what they are expected to do or not
to. For instance in North America, if you are invited to a friend’s home, you are not sup-
posed to arrive early. In the United States, people leave money on the table after they fin-
ish their meal in a restaurant. This is called “leaving a tip” and it is a proper expression of
gratitude for service. Waiters and waitresses in restaurants in other parts of the world would
be’ embarrassed by this kind of behavior.

When people travel or move to another country for the first time, they must learn how
to behave toward uncommon experiences and unfamiliar surroundings. For many people,
this can cause depression, physical illnesses such as headaches or stomachaches, frus-
tration, indecision, loneliness, anger, hostility, and aggression towards the new culture.
The “culture shock” can even cause total withdrawal from society. For a person who is
constantly encountering new cultures, the homesickness and unhappiness period may be
brief. There is also a kind of reverse culture shock that takes place when a person returns
home and must adjust to his original environment.

If you plan to live in a new cultural environment, there are several ways you can pre-
pare to prevent serious culture shock. Understand your own behavior, because you are the
product of your own culture. Realize your attitudes, prejudices and opinions and be con-
scious of how you act upon these personal feelings. Always be sensitive to feedback.

If you want to learn the culture of another country, you must be observant and aware
of what is going on around you. Ask many questions.

Try to recognize, understand, and appreciate cultural differences. Learn to be open
and flexible, which can help you avoid misunderstandings, and develop friendship.

When you begin to form opinions about the new culture, it's advisable not to form quick
judgments. Your incomplete opinions are very likely to bias the way the world appears
to you*.

If you like to categorize people, you may be stereotyping, which may lead to an over
simplified opinion or belief. More often than not, people tend to believe that their own cul-
ture is the best. This is called “ ethnocentrism” .

If you are considerate and show interest and respect, concern and sincerity and ac-
ceptance for the things that are important to other people, you can prevent many of the un-
pleasant experiences of culture shock.

The effective communicator knows the importance of timing and develops the skill to



determine the appropriate time to talk about a subject. He is also willing to try new things
and acquire new experiences and adapt to the host culture. Lastly, seek commonalities a-
mong people and cultures. It is often our similarities, not our differences that contribute to

successful relationships?.

transmit /traenz'mit/

pattern /'paetan/

code /koud/

ritual /'ritjua]/

mstitution /‘insli'tju:jan/
peculiar /pi'kjuiljo/

lip /tip/

cratitude /'graetijurd/
embarrass /im'beeras/
ndecision /indi'sizon/
depression /di'prejen/
[rustration /f}‘/\s’tl‘ei‘l‘an/
hostility /hos'tiliti/
AEEreSSIon /a'gl‘efan/
withdrawal /wid'drozel/
reverse /ri'vors/
encounter /in'kaunta/
prejudice /'predzudis/
feedback /'fi}(ﬂ’)aﬁ‘k/
(z['vpr't‘r‘i;lh' /s'pri:fieit/
bias /'baias/

categorize /'l\&ngaram/
stereolype /'stigrigutaip/
cthnocentrism /,eBnau'sentrizom/
acquire /9'kwaia/

adapt /a'dept/

lost /houst/

commonalily / koma'nzliti/
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take place e

act upon iR T
be aware of BIRE
more often than not 2%
a«lapl to ]ﬁﬁ‘?
contribute to BEIF

1. Culture affects the way people act when they are with others... XX{EE 00 A{ 120 5 4 A
XiEo

2. social habits peculiar to their community i TX MR PR NS I8,

would be RRE BB LAERMNER, B AR LH HEEFLNENTR,

4. Your incomplete opinions are very likely to bias the way the world appears to you.
ERIMPERATZEOBM ST RS IR EY=ERAL

5. Tt is often our similarities, not our differences that contribute to successful relationships.

[tis...that... 32186)," 2HRMNNER <4, METERZL, SRAXEHERE"

@

EXERCISES
(@) Reading Comprehension |

I. Answer the following questions or complete the following statements by choosing
the best alternative from A, B, C or D.
1. According to the passage, people experience culture shock when
A. they are alone
B. others appear aggressive and hostile
C. they constantly meet new cultures
D. they come across many differences in a foreign culture
2. One’s own culture shows
A. his ID card B. his name given by his parents
C. his behavior patterns D. his homeland

3. One way that you can prevent many of the unpleasant experiences of culture shock

is

A. to be considerate and respectable to others
B. to ignore the differences

C. to show the native people who you are

D. to stay away from the differences



4. When people say “ Asians are born with mathematical talent. " they may be B
A. complaining B. stereotyping
C. prejudicing D. flattering
5. A good communicator
A. is flexible and adapts quickly to alien culture
B. accepts the host culture and gives up one’s own culture
C. never feels depressed, lonely and homesick
D. learns the language of the host culture only
1. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
( ) 1. When you are very sensitive to a foreign culture and accept feedback, you are
learning.
( )2. If you believe that “east, west, home is best,” you won’t experience any culture
shock when you go to another country.
( )3. If you are considerate and show interest in the things other people do, they are
likely to respond in the same way.
( )4. You will experience reverse culture shock when you move to a foreign country.

( )5. Successful communication lies in seeking interests both partners share.

GRAMMAR
The Plural of Nouns and Subject and Verb Agreement( # a1y % il %)
RBBAPEBRIESRTHEFATH, EHRANTE—H, 2N THEFRTH2

BRERELENEN, LRTUEITEMNE D, MARETHE T, AT LIPEEY

2R fMREE. EFELEES, ENEERTTHEE, IR IE/LHMA TR, SHT

RPN EHEARAEBEFER AN, FEJLFE AN .

. PA-s,-x,-z,-ch,-sh, % R #2845 /2 4 hi-es, 40 glasses, trenches, boxes, buzzes

2 MBIy EREMNEZIE, Ty A i,FN-es, 10 factories, universities ;

I U Si-fe SENEZIE, — M FEIB-{,-fe T v, Bhb-es, 0. life — lives, knife — knives,
HARX—KMEFRFS, 20 chiefs, proofs;

TR0 ERNIEFERINEKE, HLAEIERE M-es, B L H E -, 20: heroes, tomatoes,
pianos, photos;

S N—EREEIE, EHENEFEE LT L, 20 daughters-in-law, lookers-on, boy friends,

toothpicks,
BEHERBARTEEFMAMNMN BT, 0. man — men, woman — women, child —
children, foot — feet, ox — oxen, crisis — crises, mouse — mice, #4258 T E

2,640 deer, means, sheep, *H— L L FAEEHER, BE2RTEHE N, W phys-
ics, measles, M —LZFBERIBECAEG P HEXTREISEI 4 E LKA ERE K
18, X KB E W A EK LT police, audience, family, [ man, woman f#EiE& 1 A BT,




man, woman B IAZEHMEE G ENZ18E1L, 540 men servants, women doctors,

Exercise

Complete each statement by choosing the appropriate = .swer from the four choices.

7. Two hours sometimes like a year.

A. seem B. seemed C. seems D. seeming
2. He is working on mathematics which the most difficult for him.

A. are B. is C. was D. has

3. The country’s wealth comes chiefly from its many
A. herd of cattle B. herd of cattles C. herds of cattle D. herds of cattles

4. The audience dressed differently, some casually and some in suits.
A. are B. was C. has D. is

5. They played some by an unknown composer.
A. working B. works C. work D. workings

WRITING

Capitalization ( K75y BF)

AFFINEXFE AL WE THL2E(WEE HLE2F)ENEFF—RMLMK
5o flan.

Mary 3377 ; John £9%) ; Tom ;% % ; Shakespeare 35 - tt I ; Zhou Enlai & &3k ; Lei Feng

FE &, Beijing 4t 72 ; the Great Wall <15 ; the Summer Palace BiF0E ; the Palace Museum
= ; China th & ; the United Kingdom #£[E ; the United States % & ; Germany {Z & ; France %
: World Trade Organization( WTO ) tH 52 %8 5 2840 ; the United Nations BE-&E-----

Where there is a will ,there is a way. HEEEZ =R/,

The 2008 Olympic Games will be held in Beijing. 2008 £ BiZ £ L 21T,

Exercise
Capitalize the letters where necessary.
1. tom comes from england and he speaks english.

2. the olympic games is held once every four years.

‘ A Good Deed

Dad: Did you do your good deed today?

Son: Yes, dad. Four other children and I helped an old lady cross the street.
Dad:. Why did it take five of you?

Son: She didn’t want to go.



