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1. Newspaper Reading

Many people are interested in reading .newspap-
ers, so am J, My family has subscribed® to & num-
ber of newspapers, such as the People’s Daily,
China Youth, Guang Ming Daily and the Referen-
ce, | read them every day, Of course, sometimes I
just skim® through some of them. if I am oecup-
ied®,

Why do I love to read newspapers since I have
£ot so many books to read?First, newspaper can
help me a lot with my courses, For example, for a
1ong time I have been puzzled about the Persian
Gulf® area mentioned in my geography lessons, I
‘have found it difficult to remember each country’s
name, capital, population,etc, But since the war
between Iraq and the miltinations® took place
there, I have paid much attention to any news ab-
.out that area in the newspapers, Gradually, I have
solved the above problems and also learmed much
mmore about the Arabian nations,

Sccondly, newspapers can provide us with the
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latest news events, If you keep reading new-
spapers everyday, you may be well informed and
follow closely on the major changes in the world,

Thirdly, newspapers can . offer their readers
very rich contents, ranging from world and local

events, travels, entertainment®, sports, tio art
and literature, Different readers can find materi-
als of his own likings, For example, if you are
a sports fan, you may just glance over the special
column® for sports, :

Fourthly, newspapers come very handy® to
their readers, One can read it at ‘home, in the
office or elsewhere, And one can read it at any
time, Sometimes some people .eat, talk or watch
TV while reading newspapers, And one of the
characteristics of newspapers is that it is a light
reading material, Many people, in fact, browse@
among newspapers to kill their time®, Besides,
newspapers are inexpensive to buy, That is maybe
one of the reasons so many people are fond of
them,

Different people may hold different opinions
about newspapers, Anyway. as I have already mea—
tioned that mewspapers can widen my view and
enrich my knowledge, I think they are my good fri-
ends, 1’1l keep close in touch with them,
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2. Stamp Collecting®

Everybody has his own hobby@,.1 love to sing
songs and collect stamps, Ever since | began going
to the kindergarden, I have been fomd— of singing
songs, Stamp collecting is my new hobby but I
now show more interest in it than in singing
songs,

My father started stamp collecting when he
was very young, He has several stamp-albums®,
If he became tired after reading or writing, he
would take out his albums and look at his stamps-
as a rest, When I got tired with my homework,
Father would show them to me and tell me much:
about the stamps, From him, I learned what comm--
on, commemorative and special stamps® were and.
also got some knowledge concerning offset plates.
and process plates®, etc, I felt every colourful st—
amp was a sma]l and beautiful world , When I open~
ed an album of stamps, it seemed that I had stepp-—
ed into a palace of art, Each stamp was a work
of art and pleasing to both the eye and the mind®
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After glancing at the stamps for some time, ¥
. would fee},more energetic and in higher spirits,. It
was a good way for taking rest and recreation® af-
ter a tiring day at school, In this way, I have he-
come more and more interested in stamp collecting,
At first, I just regarded stamp colleeting as a
hobby, Now.I find that much knowledge can. be got
from the stamps, They can help me to improve my
knowledge in Chinese, history, geography and natu-—
ral science, This might be called killing two birds.
with one stone®, As I collect more and more stampg
and see some stamp shows, I realize the contents
of stamps are really very rich, Sol regarded
stamp collecting as my second classroom, Whenever
a new set or an old set of stamps come into my-
hand,l would make clear the subject and the mean--
ing of the stamps, If I don’t understand, T consul
my father or look it up in phdatehc magazmes@ I
collect stamps with great eagerness f_
For the sake of lookmg up and memorizing, T
have classified my stamps into famous people, sce-
nic spots, cultural relics@, arts, techniques, sperts,
animals, plants, children, etc, Neo matter how
old or new a stamp may be, I classify it and
each section serves as a box of knowledge for
me,Every time I get a stamp, it seems that [ have
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4n.oné moré:card of knowledge, As time goes on,
4 am sure that I will not only gain a lot of scien-
-tific and cultural knowledge,both ancient and mod-
ern, Chinese and foreign, but also cultivate a good
‘habit of collecting materials and  accumulating
knowledge®, Stamp can help me swim in the ocean
of Eiowledge@, )
Although I have had only an experience of col-
decting stamps for just a couple of years, I have

got very good results and I am certainly going ‘on

with it,

‘Ostamp collecting—BE§
‘@hobby— B 17
@album —§§

Dcommon, commemorative and special stamps— HFELEE

MEMRE
f@offs,qt; plates and process plates—-—}&}ﬁﬁ]ﬁgﬁ
‘@pleasing to both the eye and the mind—4 A B0 HE
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3. The Attractive Sea

Whenever watching the sea, I am held spell-
bound® and intoxicated®,

I was born in Da Lian, My home is quite near
Xing Hai Park, The scene there is beautiful and
the weather pleasant, of which I often feel proud,

What I am fond of most is to watch the sunri-
se, Before the sun appears, I get up early, run to
the beach and wait for the sunrise on a rock,
Breezes stir my face, How cooly Deeply I breathe in
fresh air, watching the place where the sky and the
sea meet together, Then I see a ball of fire jump-
ing up, Oh, it is the sun, the flaming sun, which
bounces higher and higher, It dyes the sea red and
seemingly covers it with a layer of red yars, Oxn
the surface of the sea shine countless colourful cir-
cles which are like the soap bubbles I blow at ho-
me, How excited I become, jumping and leaping to
welcome the sun)

Right at this time everyday, people on breed-

ing farms® start their work rowing their boats out

7




to the sea, A new day begins, When the sun rises
high, the deep blue sea seems endless, In the sky
one cloud after another drifts by, On the surface
of the sea boats are floating,

I also like the night sea, which is deep blue,
Under the light of the round moon, sparkling stars
and lamps of the ships besides the lamps of build-
ings on the beach make the sea even more attract-
ive, Watching clear and blue ripples®, Jistening to
the sounds of sea waves, I stroll on the sand and
leave my footprints and fancies as wéll«. -

I love the sea of our motherland,which is vast
and magnificent, changeable and charming, -

Dspellbound [’spelbaund]-— X iy
@intoxicate [in’toksikeit] — W&
@breeding farm;ﬁﬁfa

@ripple [/ripl]l— iM%



4, Sunrise® -

‘Sunrise is always praised by people as a®*wonder™
In order to see this.wonder with my owan eyes, I
decided to visit Bei Daihe, '

At about three o’clock in the morning, I was
sitting in an old wooden boat on the sand, looking
at the sky and expecting the sun to rise quickly,

I waited ‘impatiently, But for half an hour, the .
sky seemed to be covered by dark curtain, The stars
in the sky seemed to laugh at me, and each of them,
one after another in turn, winked at me®,

Another twenty minutes later,] discovered that
the stars were disappearing, So I became more
cheerful and thought brightness would be coming in
no time, - T

The sky was turning white in the east, The
white light seemed to be the messenger® of bright-
ness, Little by little it turned to a pinky white,The
clouds surrounding the sun seemed to remember their
task, They suddenly stopped playing with the stars
and took off their dark cloaks and put on their sil~
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