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Declaration ®of
Candidacy

February 10, 2007 | Springfield, llinois®

Let me begin by saying thanks to all of you who’ve traveled, from
far and wide®, to brave® the cold today.

We all made this journey for a reason. It’s humbling®, but in my
heart 1 know you didn’t come here just for me; you came here because
you believe in what this country can be. In the face of war, you believe

there can be peace. In the face of despair, you believe there can be hope.

@D candidacy ['kendrdosi] n. fRE A MK (H B W), #: The Democratic
Party gave its wholehearted support to his presidential candidacy. 34720 N
BEEREA,

@ llinois, FFIEHM, B AWEAAIERE (Springlield) . FRFIEEHHN M &
RS EMEENFR R4S (Ninwek ) EISE4E AFRYE, linois 2% EHFH KB RIE
HAE R BERAR, B TRENSGEAENBOA S IR T 1834 4 SR X
g, Bk, FRREEM BBy Rz

® far and wide B4k, A /\JH . far and near W FARER K E L, Fl: They
searched far and wide for the missing child. {184t FRKEM BT, People came from
far and near to hear the famous violinist. AT\ U T /\ 7 HE & W7 33X 7 3 4 /IME FE R W 3
%,

@ brave [brev] v. DILRE AW ZE Z M X}, brave the cold § & /™ 9E; brave
dangers BEERL,

® humble [ 'hambl] JFi&ER “BHE", X8 “Its humbling. ” J& 8 B0 —fii i
Wi, BREESSAELARRPEREEEEINHEYANEETR, Rl
HEE "RMER, RVBE. REBAHCHMALIE". #: I'm honored and hum-
bled to stand here. FIRFEIEREM YA H,




In the face of a politics that’s shut you out®, that’s told you to settle®,
that’s divided us for too long, you believe we can be one people, reac-
hing for® what’s possible, building that more perfect union.

That’s the journey we’re on today. But let me tell you how I came to
be here. As most of you know, I am not a native® of this great state®. I
moved to Illinois over two decades ago. 1 was a young man then, just a
year out of college; I knew no one in Chicago, was without money or
family connections®. But a group of churches had offered me a job as a
community organizer for $ 13, 000 a year. And I accepted the job, sight
unseen®, motivated® then by a single, simple, powerful idea—that I
might play a small part in building a better America.

My work took me to some of Chicago’s poorest neighborhoods. I

(D shut sb/sth out (of sth) HEBR, WRHA/FEY XA I E,. #): The government
wants to shut the refugees out. B RNEEHZBER,

@ setlle RENER. BF, XEFHANLTIR,

@ reach for JRE AME (F) L3, MAINSEIN LY, wibsiml “TH",
#5]. He reached for his gun. {i{F I,

@ native [ 'netrv] n. A#i A, 2Hs A, #. He speaks English so well, that he’s
often taken for a native. fREISEHULIREELF, HHANRANTEE A

@ this great state FE{HFITEHHMH ; state [steit] n. 4; United States of America 3%
FIRAAE, #]: The combination of the 50 states forms the United States of America. 50 4
MR —RE R T EFRARE,

® family connections 328, EH.

@ sight unseen JARCHFGRZRE, AT BN “EXRMNBHMEZTTXHT
fE” . 1. You should never buy a car sight unseen. SCIKZERT, HioRBHRAT FHAE
E,

motivate [ 'motavet] v. ¥fil.



joined with pastors® and laypeople® to deal with communities that had
been ravaged @by plant® closings. 1 saw that the problems people faced
weren’t simply local in nature— that the decision to close a steel mill®
was made by distant executives; that the lack of textbooks and computers
in schools could be traced to® the skewed@ priorities® of politicians a
thousand miles away®; and that when a child turns to® violence, there’s
a hole in his heart no government alone can fill.

It was in these neighborhoods that I received the best education I ever
had, and where I learned the true meaning of my Christian faith®.

After three years of this work, I went to law school®, because I

pastor [ 'pmsta] n. HIF,

laypeople n. (A&, ARIEMBM—RERE-

ravage [ 'revids] v. SUIR, WIR, 33, BREE.

plant T, ZRTRAEE, BAF LS HEL A=K T . #: power
plant ZH.J s chemical plant LT ),

® mil T)", FXENEE, BATREEMBHM T, #l: steel mil 47 ;
paper mill K],

" ® be traced (back) to... BT -+ o 16 : Her fear of water can be traced back to a
childhood accident. HARIAK, EETTEEBILFE —KEH,

@ skew [skju] JEEAHE, ., . XEIIHN “ (BHEHHER) R4,

priotity [ prar'oretr] n. {R5EAL, EAH, BAEZENE,

© the lack of. .. a thousand miles away BBt/ M RA R BHL AL AW ATH >
SMEEN TR Y,

@ tum to sb/sth BMIFEA/ M FRFARI, H: She has nobody she can tum to. 5K
8% o The more depressed he got, the more his tumned to drink. {5 1% 25 7 R 18
TR

@  Christian faith BEBAEMN, HAZKZH: HLBH (Chrstianism) | FHHF 243
(Islam) |, 3% (Buddhism),

@ law school F{PAMR A FIEERE . BB ALY (Harvard University) 235 1H [ & 8%
AM—TBNZ —, BETFIEEEMSINT, NREEFRE TRSHEGRR . B
H. kR, ERMEE,
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ky §vantcd to understand how the law should work for those in need. 1 be-
came a civil rights® lawyer and taught constitutional law®, and after a
time, I came to understand that our cherished® rights of liberty and equal-
ity depend on the active participation of an awakened electorate®. It was
with these ideas in mind that I arrived in this capital city® as a State Sena-
tor®,

It was here, in Springfield, where 1 saw all that is America con-
verge@—farmers and teachers, businessmen and laborers, all of them
with a story to tell, all of them seeking a seat at the table, all of them
clamoring® to be heard. I made lasting® friendships here—friends that 1
see in the audience® today.

It was here we learned to disagree without being disagreeable@—

@  civil rights 22 RAA], B4

@ constitutional law Z5{%,

® cherish [ 'fertf] v. 2%, B, #]: One of our cherished privileges is the right
of free speech. Fi H HERITFBRUMHFZ—,

electorate 2 4k%E R .

® capital city HAbFEGHFIEG M B RS ARIE R,

@ State Senator 4B, FEEL (U. S. Congress) 1 Z B BE (The Senate)
FARBE ( The House of Representatives) ZHfR. S G K Senator; AR5 N Represent-
ative,
converge [ ken'va-ds] v. BEE; T —.
clamor [ 'klema] v. WEME, KFER,
lasting [ 'lestm ] adj. KAEHGY, F¥AMo H: a lasting friendship K {HAI K.
audience [ 'sdons] n. Wigk, WAk, E¥.
disagreeable [ (diso'grisbl] adj. FMitREY, FAEBFH, SAFRE.
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that it’s possible to compromise® so long as@ you know those principles \
that can never be compromised ; and that so long as we’re willing to listen
to each other, we can assume the best in people instead of the worst.

That’s why we were able to reform a death penalty @system that was
broken. That’s why we were able to give health insurance® to children in
need. That’s why we made the tax system more fair and just for working
families, and that's why we passed ethics® reforms that the cynics® said
could never, ever be passed.

It was here, in Springfield, where north, south, east, and west
come together that I was reminded of the essential decency® éf the Ameri-
can people—where I came to believe that through this decency, we can
build a more hopeful America.

And that is why, in the shadow of the Old State Capitol®, where
Lincoln once called on® a divided house to stand together, where com-
mon hopes and common dreams still live, I stand before you today to an-

nounce my candidacy for President of the United States.

@ compromise [ 'kampromarz] v. %, ik,
® solong as RE, ] so long as we're willing to listen to each other R EFA TR &
{00 St Fr B L
death penalty 5E .
health insurance fFE{RE:
ethics [ 's0iks] n. B3, HHEHA.
cynic [ 'smik] n. HEiHMAHE.
decency [ 'disns1] n. B, EK.
Old State Capitol JH i &KX # .,
cal on AR AER, M, BUEN: FHih; BR, #K, #: He ofien
calls on me. M KFEHFR . He called on his friends to help him. Al Z& KB,
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I recognize there is a certain presumptuousness®—a certain audaci-
ty@—to this announcement. I know I haven’t spent a lot of time learning
the ways of Washington. But I’ve been there long enough to know that
the ways of Washington must change.

The genius® of our founders is that they designed a system of gov-
ernment that can be changed. And we should take heart®, because we’ve
changed this country before. In the face of tyranny®, a band of patriots®
brought an empire to its knees®. In the face of secession®, we unified a
nation and set the captives free®. In the face of Depression®, we put
people back to work and lifted millions out of poverty. We welcomed im-

migrants to our shores, we opened railroads to the west, we landed® a

presumptuousness [ pri'zampffuasnis| n. H AR E,
audacity [o'daesotr] n. KAH, ¥E,
genius [ '&injas] n. KA,
take heart R{ERA, W fELo Bl: I'm afraid he’s about to give up. I wish we
could do something to make him take heart. FKIH.LMLSIK LR, HIERTIREMEES 5
bR R o

® tyranny [ 'twon1] n. %7, B, in the face of tyranny [ XFBE .

® patriot [ 'petrrat] n. ZE#H, a band of patriots — b E#,

@ bring to one’s knees JAMEE AJBHE. #): Nothing could bring us to our knees. 4}
AWABREE IR R -

secession [ sr'sefon] n. 3%, BH, 48, #: The secession of some south-
ern states from the USA in the 1860s led to a civil war. 19 47 60 £ EFE I — MR
HBRBFE T —FH .

@ set free BERE, WIHB HH. captive BENRIT, 35, HAEBALGE,

@ Depression #§ the Great Depression B KHF 4 (1929 ~ 1933 48),

@ land [lend] v. (f) BAR:. (ff) FHhk.

®e e



man on the moon, and we heard a King’s® call to let justice roll down®
like water, and righteousness® like a mighty stream®.

Each and every time®, a new generation has risen up and done
what’s needed to be done. Today we are called once more—and it is time
for our generation to answer that call®.

For that is our unyielding faith©—that in the face of impossible
odds®, people who love their country can change it.

That’s what Abraham Lincoln understood. He had his doubts. He
had his defeats. He had his setbacks®. But through his will® and his
words, he moved a nation and helped free a people. It is because of the
millions who rallied to his cause® that we are no longer divided, North

and South, slave and free. It is because men and women of every race,

@ King 4§ Martin Luter King, BT - BifE - &, XEEHLWEARNH, &
HATREGE FEWBER  HABE” S REELEU (RE IR U
Have a Dream)

@ roll down #EF, #: The stone rolled down the hill. #3L%& F T 1}, She could
not help her tears of gratitude rolling down her face. HAZEW T TR HITEK

® righteousness 1F X .

@ let justice roll down like water, and righteousness like a mighty stream 125 fBlk
FR . ESCIARBE

® each and every time &—¥,

® answer the call BN E3, .

@ unyielding faith 7~ f@ {52,

odds [ads] n. WHEH:, #14, #): The odds are that he will fail his examination.
AR d

@ setback [ 'setbaek] n. HiF,

@ will EFE, Where there is a will, there is a way. HEH, HER.

@ cause F\, fl: Sporis cause itself is a social public welfare cause. HF 22
BRE-THSHMARHE I,




