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The Compiler’s Note

Higher technical and vocational education is a new thing in our country that has developed out of
China’s higher education in order to cater to the needs of contemporary social and economical development.
With the rapid growth in scale, how to promote the training quality in the light of China’s specific conditions
has become the top priority task at the moment. In November 2005, the State Council held a national confer-
ence on vocational education at which a decision was made to build 100 national exemplary higher technical
and vocational colleges. In December 2006, the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Finance officially
started the “ Construction Program of National Exemplary Higher Technical and Vocational Colleges”.
Through nearly three years’ efforts, gratifying results have been achieved in the construction of the national
exemplary higher technical and vocational colleges, tentatively shaping up the construction and development
road for higher technical and vocational colleges, which is in line with the real national conditions of China

and can meet the needs of China’s social and economic development in a sustainable way.

From 2006 onward, by focusing on the goals for training high-skilled professionals and taking into con-
sideration the core issue of specialty construction, i. e. curriculum development. and reform, and on the basis
of learning and using international advanced concepts on vocational education for reference, and by linking
up China’s real conditions and the colleges’ actual conditions and taking advantage of the co-operation plat-
form for both the colleges and the enterprises, national exemplary higher technical and vocational colleges
have accomplished many achievements in bringing into new ideas concerning curriculum development modes
and methods as well as reforms in the fields of teaching content, teaching methods, teaching facilities and
evaluation approaches. As a result of this, many high-quality core courses have taken shape, which can
meet the actual demands of the learners as well as social and economic development, embrace the require-
ments for professionalism and promote vocational students’ professional capacity-building and their all-round
development. National exemplary higher technical and vocational colleges have opened a road for curriculum
construction with Chinese characteristics which are marked by work-integrated learning, laying a solid foun-
dation for special innovations in higher technical and vocational education, the ensuing reforms in profession-

als training mode and the improvement of the teaching quality in higher technical and vocational education.

At the 30th anniversary of China’s reform and opening-up to the outside world, to study and practice the
scientific outlook on development under the guidance of the spirit of the Seventeenth National Congress and to
further promote the work of the “Construction Program of National Exemplary Higher Technical and Voca-
tional Colleges,” we published this collection of typical cases and reform experiences on curriculum reform
in the construction of national exemplary higher technical and vocational colleges, so that excellent periodical

research achievements could be spread and shared by all, in the hope of giving impetus to the development



The Compiler's Note

of national vocational colleges, deepening the reform in education and teaching, improving the quality of per-
sonnel training, and promoting the development of China’s higher technical and vocational education in a

healthy and sustainable way.

Coordination Committee of National Exemplary Higher
Technical and Vocational Colleges Construction

December 2008
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Preface

Looking back on the construction development course of the exemplary higher technical and vocational
colleges over the past two years, if we can agree that the college running mode based on the co-operation be-
tween colleges and enterprises and the talents training mode based on work-integrated learning have been
well accepted and are now beginning to be widely practiced by all the participants, then curriculum construc-
tion, commonly known as the key element in the talents training program, will certainly become the focal
point in the construction work of higher technical and vocational colleges. As a consequence, a very difficult
and challenging issue then poses before us: how to develop the work-integrated learning courses for higher
technical and vocational learning and, particularly, is there a scientific curriculum system? If the answer is

positive, could the operation of the scientific curriculum system be universally applicable?

In the beginning it was hard to answer this question, but luckily it is people who are the path breakers.
A successful experience in China’s higher technical and vocational education gained from China’s reform and
opening up over the past 30 years is that having exchanges with countries around the world will always be
beneficial. Curriculum reform in national exemplary higher technical and vocational colleges should have a
higher starting point, a wider field of vision, and advance alongside the development trend in international
higher technical and education. Moreover, it should also be in conformance with China’s real national condi-

tions and the actual development of China’s higher technical and education.

As I remember, it was at the end of 2006, shortly after the initiation of the project of national exemplary
higher technical and vocational colleges construction that Mrs. Fan Wei, director of the Division of Higher
Technical and Vocational Education, Department of Higher Education of the Ministry of Education, P. R.
China, and I had a discussion with Dr. Trowe from InWEnt about the possibilities of sending teachers to
Germany to join the training program. The plan was finished in April 2007, and it was carried out in June

2007 with the approval of the Ministry of Education.

Again we cast our eye on Germany, a country that is not only in the forefront the fields of theoretical
study and practice in higher technical and vocational education, but also has gained many valuable experi-

ences in carrying out collaboration with China in higher technical and vocational education.

Rounds of negotiations resulted in the signing of contract. Along with the initiation of the National Ex-
emplary Higher Technical and Vocational Colleges Construction Program, a large number of teachers from
higher technical and vocational colleges went westward to Germany in the late spring of 2007 and started to

study. After finishing their studies in Germany and coming back to China, these teachers started to train the
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teachers vigorously from other higher technical and vocational colleges, producing a snowball effect.

Then discussions and comparisons followed. Along with the implementation of the National Exemplary
Higher Technical and Vocational Colleges Construction Program, a large number of teachers from higher
technical and vocational colleges went southward to Hong Kong, China in the summer of 2008 to study and
draw on the cases and experiences of their counterparts in this regard. After they were back, they played the
role of the boosters and shared what they have gained from both their western and domestic counterparts with

the teachers from other higher technical and vocational colleges.

Finally come the reflections and studies on the issue. Along with the furtherance of the National Exem-
plary Higher Technical and Vocational Colleges Construction Program, a large number of teachers from high-
er technical and vocational colleges went eastward and set foot on Hangzhou in the fall of 2008 to share their
reforms and innovations that combine experiences drawn on from both their international and Chinese coun-
terparts. They acted as the engine and took the initiative to show other teachers from other higher technical

and vocational colleges what they have experienced and achieved in this regard.

Now, at last, we can say that we have taken a solid step forward in the development of courses learn-

ing, borrowing, innovation and practice !

This book does not include all the research results we have achieved in curriculum reform. Neither
could it represent the best outcome we have accomplished in this regard. It is just a record of the course we

have taken to carry out our explorations for the better.

For this reason, this book is a work of learners. A learner is also a toddler. The first chapter of this col-
lection of cases contains part of the short-term achievements the first group of teachers from national exempla-
ry higher technical and vocational colleges achieved under the guidance of the German experts. These writ-
ings, as their passionate presentations at the Beijing First Large-scale Reflection Report Meeting 2007 , are
the papers some of the teachers wrote about their learning experiences. They are just imitations of the work-
ing process-oriented learning courses. Although they may have some flaws in one way or another, we did no

revisions to them. We just leave them as they are. Immature as they are, they make a new starting point.

For this reason, this book is also a masterpiece. The second chapter of this collection of cases contains
part of the application achievements in broadening visions and realizing localization some national exemplary
higher technical and vocational colleges have made. These writings, as plans some teachers drew on from
Hong Kong, China experiences at the 2008 Meeting of the Sino-German Program, are the outcome of integra-
ting the courses of vocational education practiced in Hong Kong Vocational Training Bureau. Although they

appear to be somewhat crude, we did no modifications to them. We just leave them as they are. Though they
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are somewhat difficult to read, they are new.

For this reason, this book is a creative work too. A creator is both a reformer and an innovator. Includ-
ed in the third chapter of this collection of cases are some construction achievements made by the Coordina-
tion Group of Curriculum Development and Teaching Resources Construction of National Exemplary Higher
Technical and Vocational Colleges. They are innovative presentations some teachers made at the 2008 Hang-
zhou Education Reform Forum on Higher Technical and Vocational Education. They act as interpretations on
China’s systematic curriculum reform in terms of work process. Although they appear to be somewhat poorly
organized, we’ve made no corrections to them. We just leave them as they are. Though some inadequacies

may exist in them, there are some major and new break-throughs.

And finally this book is a great book. The forth chapter of this collection of cases contains part of the
application achievements in teaching design the teachers from the national exemplary higher technical and
vocational colleges have made since the curriculum reform started. They are the practice and exploration
some teachers made based on the new national standards for the development of new core courses. They act
as interpretations on the teaching design which goes with curriculum structure innovation. Although they may
appear to somewhat open to questions, we made no changes to them. We just leave them as they are. Thin

and feeble in content, they have made new progress in this regard.

Everything is flourishing and our work has come onto the right track. However, there is still a long way
to go for us. Fortunately, our 109 national exemplary higher technical and vocational colleges are at present
sharing their experiences with other 1,000-0dd higher technical and vocational institutions and are carrying
out great reform experiments with the aim of building up a system in vocational curriculum construction with

unique Chinese characteristics regarding curriculum development approaches and theoretical framework.

Riding the wind and cleave the waves, now it’s time for us to set sail for the voyage.

Jiang Dayuan
December 2008
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