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This translation of “History of Hebrew Literature” by Gershon Shaked
from Hebrew to Chinese is another step towards the fulfillment of a young
man’s dream — an era of understanding and respect between China and
Israel, two ancient peoples in a modern world of conflict.

Richard Goldman, a third generation American, first visited Israel at the
age of nine. Other visits followed and as a teenager he spent two summers
working in Kibbutzim. Even as his love for Israel grew, a second interest
was kindled when he enrolled in courses on China at Hofstra University in
New York.

Upon graduation he was accepted as a graduate student at the East Asian
Institute of Columbia University’ s School of Intemnational Studies. Within
a month of his acceptance, he was struck by cancer. A measure of his
strength and determination was that he performed so brilliantly as a stu-
dent even as he struggled for almost three years with the pain of his dis-
ease. He died in 1980, just two weeks before his 25th birthday.

We could think of no more fitting and lasting tribute to our son than to es-
tablish a library that would bring to the Chinese people a deeper under-
standing of Judaism and the Israel he loved so deeply. The Richard H.
Goldman Memorial Library is now housed at Beijing University. It con-
tains the largest collection of books on Judaism and Israel in China.

This newly translated edition of “History of Hebrew Literature” by Ger-
shon Shaked will be a significant addition. It is our hope that through the
students and teachers who utilize the Library there will go forth throughout
China a clearer vision of Israel and the Jewish people.

Jocelyn and Robert Goldman
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