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Preface

China,one of the countries with world-famous ancient civilizations,has a long history
and a glorious tradition. The rich cultural relics preserved both on the ground and under-
ground are evidence for the long history and the splendid culture,as well as important ma-
terial data for scientific researches. They make an impression on the people with their real-
ity and vividness and help the people to realize their own history and creativity ,to enhance
their national confidence and sense of pride and to inspire their national spirit.

Since the founding of the People’ s Republic of China, a huge amount of survey
work in various forms has been carried out in different areas in order to find out the cur-
rent situation of unmovable cultural relics. Overall surveys have been carried out for two
times according to notifications of the State Council. The first one started in 1956 and the
second one in 1981. The latter lasted for a long time in the 1980s and went on a large
scale. The contents of the survey were very extensive. Under the leadership of govern-
ments at all levels and with the full support from various circles and the tremendous ef-
forts of archaeological workers,this work has achieved an unprecedented success. In or-
der to systematize and synthesize scientifically the results of all surveys,the National Bu-
reau of Cultural Relics decides to publish An Atlas of Chinese Cultural Relics.

The Atlas of Chinese Cultural Relics is compiled with great assiduity to summarize sci-
entifically the huge amount of original information acquired from the surveys,to reflect the
academic results and new important discoveries achieved in Chinese cultural relics work
and to record comprehensively the current situation of the unmovable relics known so far in
the territory of China,so as to bring them into full play. The compilation of the atlas is a
piece of important basic work of culural relics protection ,management and researches,and
at the same time is a cooperative scientific reserarch project of professional archaeologists
and geographers from all the provinces,autonomous regions and municipalities directly un-
der the Central Government. It will provide scientific researches with extremely important
first-hand material , furnish the drawing up of the national relics protection, management
and research long-term strategy and administrative polices and acts with scientific infor-
mantion and offer reliable data for planning,locating and designing national economic con-
structions, so as to avoid destroying relics in the process of construction.

As a large-scale reference book series,the Atlas of Chinese Cultural Relics consists
of 32 volumes covering the provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities directly un-
der the Central Government and one volume on important cultural relics of the whole
country ,which will be compiled and published in succession.

It is the first attempt in China to compile and publish an atlas of cultural relics
with distinctive Chinese features. The work is quite complicated and formidable. Errors
in the books are unavoidable, and criticisms and suggestions from readers will be whole-

hearedly welcomed.

The Editorial Board of An Atlas of Chinese Cultural Relics
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Notes on the Use of the Atlas

1. This Atlas consists of volumes covering the provinces, autonomous regions and
municipalities directly under the Central Government and a volume on important cultur-
al relics of the whole country. The contents of each of the former are: a summary on cul-
tural relics work and the current situation of cultural relics; introductory maps; maps of
cultural relics; illustrations of state-protected cultural relics; a brief account of cultural
relics units; and an index to cultural relics units. The maps of cultural relics include
those of particular subjects and those of county level administrative areas.

2. The Atlas records in principle the extant unmovable relics indentified in surveys,
including some ancient buildings, inscribed stones, etc. which have been moved for
protecton.

3. The latest time limit for recording relics in the Atlas is generally the year of
1949 ; those later than 1949 are included only if they are promulgated as cultural relics
units under the protection of different levels.

4. The ancient tombs, settlements and buildings which have been excavated or de-
molished and whose scientific data have been kept but the relics are not preserved in si-
tus are also included in the Atlas and registered in the brief account (in the item related
to their location) with general ordinal numbers but without category ordinal numbers.

5. The unmovable relics recorded in the Atlas are divided into seven categories ( re-
presented alphabetically in the Chinese pinyin) and twenty-seven subcategories, and are
marked in the maps with various symbols ( see the Legend).

6. The cultural relics of the same period or of different times regarded as one unit
are grouped in the category to which the main monument belongs and then explained in
the brief account of cultural relics units.

7. The relics units distributed widely and comprising a great number of important
monuments are each listed as one unit with its main contents noted.

8. The relics units are numbered by the county-level administrative area as well as
by the category,thus given both general ordinal numbers and category ordinal numbers.
The units of each category are arranged in chronological order. Several large transcounty
units are marked in the relics distribution maps of all corresponding counties and are not-
ed in the brief account of cultural relics units.

9. The relics units are called in principle by their original names ( scientific names)
or their popular names if the latter are well-known. The units which can not be named in
this way are given names after the villages or natural places where they are located.

10. The Atlas adopts the chronology generally accepted in Chinese historical cir-
cles. For some localities of palaeoanthropological and palaeovertebrate fossils geological
periods are adopted. The dynastical chronology is adopted for historic times. A few units
in China’ s border areas difficult to be dated by the dynastic chronology but roughly be-
longing to the Bronze age are marked as of this peroid. For the modern and contemporary
cultural relics later than the year 1912 the Christian era is generally adopted.
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