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1. Americans’ time-consciousness( £ E AR a3 )
There goes a saving: Americans are slaves to nothing but the clock. For the A-
mericans. time is 4 kind of precious merchandise. Usually they don’t want to waste

time on having dinner, 3
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Pre-reading Activities

EFListening Passage
Time is the same in all places. buy peopie’s relationship with ime s different
from country to country, Tn the United States. time is o reals precious resource, and
every minute counts. Péople here are always ina sosh and under pressure. There are
no shore ions or saall excl with Icense people think it is a
waste of time. Does this sound like your country?
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L. We've run om _ sugar. Ask Mrs, Jones 1o lend s some.
2, A complete investigation into the cavses of the accident should lead to lmymvcd
standards and should result _____ new operating provedures,

3, He was ready to lend a helping hand o anvone distress,
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Never Give Up

Never give up,

Never lose hope.

Always have faith,

It allows you to cope.
Trying times will pass,

As they always do.

Just have patience,

Your dreams will come true.
So put on a smile,

You'll live through your pain.
Know it will pass,

And strength you will gain.
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1. Americans’ time-consciousness{ & A #g8t 8 W %)

There goes a saying: Americans are slaves to nothing but the clock. For the A-
mericans, time is a kind of precious merchandise. Usually they don’t want to waste
time on having dinner. They don't like the ritual interaction and they try their best
to save time, Therefore, the Americans don't like the people who waste others’
time. In their language. there are many phrases which are related to the word time,
such as “kill time”, “on time” and “in time”.

2. Cultural differences(Xt{ £ R)

Our culture influences who we are and our understanding of social behavior. In
cross-cultural communications. disorientation, confusion and improper reactions will
arise because of cultural differences. Students and teachers need to be aware that the
ethnocentric (BP0 X ) attitudes of writers are precisely the way cultural
conflict is encouraged. The more power a person has, the more social privilege a
person has, the more likely he or she can hold these ethnoceniric attitudes without
being seriously challenged. Why is the understanding of a culture always the others’
responsibility? Is it not possible that each culture could be made aware of different
conventions? Both sides must work at rising above cultural differences and be willing
to compromise, and both sides need to have access to the cultural conventions of
each other. Therefore, blaming is not the answer. Educating is.

3. Culture shock(szit i)

The term, culture shock, was introduced in 1958 to describe the anxiety pro-
duced when a person moves to a completely new environment. This term expresses
the lack of direction. the feeling of not knowing what to do or how to do things in a
new environment, and not knowing what is appropriate or inappropriate. The feeling
of culture shock generally sets in after the first few weeks of coming to a new envi-
ronment,

Choose an author as you choose a friend. #F#H%ixR,




XS A =

Section A Time-Conscious Americans

— WX

Q SIERUSEAR
ARSI, CEEISUE X AR5 % 2 15 35 B A g e 1] TR
& B AT AR, R CAEFF TR FH A 2t E V.3
BT — RS EEANEER, EGE . RIS TS X 5 AR FIA
A TR RS, ORI TR R e R TR BHA N B K B RIRE.
bl S E AT 2 E A — ENSR A IIR AR BRI IS SRIBI R E K —
NG Yl R T 3 B N B O ] X — SCb RS
Q IEREBOT
Part 1 (Paras. 1~2) In Americans’ view, time is precious.
Part 2 (Paras. 3~7) They are making every effort 1o save time.
Part 3 (Para. 8) Work efficiency and speed are what Americans value highly.

9 BXATHE

American people are very time-conscious. They consider time a precious re-

source. So it seems everyone is in a rush. They are trying to get things done within
the least possible time. Therefore, they make every effort to save time, for exam-
ple. producing a steady flow of labor-saving devices, communicating through faxes.,
phone calls or emails. In Americans’ view, work efficiency, not much time spent in a
job, is the most important thing.

= mRIFL5EIE

New Words

I)U(I;.‘,Cl ['badzit] n. @ﬁ%vﬁg&ﬁ @‘ Welfare, foreign aid, the f(~(lc1‘;|l ¢
#Z3.H U-®(f0r)$.ﬂ§?ﬁﬁﬁf:9(jﬂ . budget, and the policies of the

..... ){,F t?’ iﬁt @ e FRA ﬁﬁ] Federal Reserve Bank are all heavi-

a. BEHBY ! ly affected by business. #&#] . #b [E
[ ] The government has budgeted L S A T A B S A A AR
£ 10 million for education spending. i 7 18 B SR HB2 TR A2 L I BE 0

W — T R RABEE . !

BV IR — B R IIC A R L AR R R R RFILARIL A SRR IR
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charge [tjods] [H YT %8 (R, i -oooe

acute [o'kjuct] [acu(=sharp)] a. OUE

r T L W e A DB N AT AT, ool At ] o AR e

il —~ (£ ] v ORY . B OF
4P 19T W, AW i
Dl 1 3, BHr OFhEE, AT
n QMR 1A Ot 11K X,
HHERE QEREFHAGEFY O
i, Feml

(Brig] Ao s hE 7P, HL

“charge” -t B8 A car,
-3 1 ﬁg@ """ ik < REIALE
{ﬁ ...... ﬁ’l ﬁmﬁ' {’ﬁ ...... ﬁ {i ...... m

Eik 050! ¢3E% AR ﬁff.ﬁf
QEH OfE A Oxd
[iE18 7] This hotel charges $ 60 for a
single room with bath. X &K & ¥§ b ¢
AW E N RE KB 60 38T,

The chief engineer was in charge of di-
recting the building of the subway. 3
{ELFRIW i Ik s TR .
An electron has a negative charge. Hj

T St
[#gmE] g5, {accuse sb. of...
*E‘?E%)\ﬁ ...... 58

charge sh. with. ..

WAt @Fiﬂﬁ,ﬁfﬂﬂg @ﬂ’ﬁ’ﬁ
By, ﬁ‘fﬁﬂ‘]

[3&# T This area has an acute short-
age of water, 3 ~Hy b K = E

Her judgement is acute, 2t A2 S 7R58
restless ['restlis] [rest(#t k) +-less(R
"""" )] a. OHUREY OB T RE, A
&ﬁ%m

(Bhia) ] “ﬁ‘a”ztpﬁ“a"*
(357 rest B SCEP“#pik . 1558,

[#&#E] After only a month in the job, |
he felt restless and decided to leave. #f |
THMRTFT — 8 REET . oeE |
AFT. |
clbow [lelbau] [el-(=-ell NATEBB] P 3E |

H#RMKE) +bow (T #)] n. ORY
QORMIAE o FIBHEERED A
[B1i2] [#] bow — (4] elbow

\ 5 (/
el
et oh

bow A elbow

[#B ] elbow one’s way into/through
JHBE R AT 3 — 5 M IRA T IF BE
at (one’s) elbow ZEFi1 . 7ZEME
out at the elbows DB BB EELLHY
QUES IR LA

abrupt [o'brapt] [ab-(=off) + rupt(=
break)] «a. @%%H‘J %ﬁﬂ‘ﬂg @ (%
k.5 ﬁ%)ﬁ%ﬂ‘] f*Lﬂ‘J
[Bhig] [%] interrupt 3’]’&9}( = break
i) — [#] rupt(=break) — [4]
abrupt a. ; bankrupt 8% 7 ; disrupt i
1 7 5 erupt 4 & (=break out)
[i®& # ] There are abrupt weather
changes, (JEIXKBAARPRE .
She always sounds abrupt on the tele-
phone. 7@ G0t B2 BEREE .
[#:5%] rude, abrupt
(1) rude 8 X A ASEEHE, L= 2
EALSHE RP IR A SES,
(2> abrupt MM EHE i T FRMR K
kT A EmMARIE AR,

opening [‘'supanig] n. OFF Jk $43L, ¥ R
ﬁ?l‘ QI I,.60 @iﬁm{i m%

a. THI"‘W FHEH

(315 ] There are no openings for sec-
retaries at the bank at present. B{FE4R
7 B A S AR 5 BN,
After the opening ceremony, the new
Pizza Hut will have an opening sale, £
FrWALZ G X EF AL R
HFTFFHRKBMIESD

ritual ['ritfual] [rite n. XA ] n. O CGEH
FEHKX QBT AE.B|F « ©

A friend in need is a friend indeed. =BERFLIK, i Bt




TEA A8 69 OBIFTRY, LX)
(i1 All cultures have thelr own rit-
uals for the burying of the dead. 4§ &}
XALERAE B 2 M TR IR,
He went through the ritual of filling
and lighting his pipe. {i B8 {5 3 3% 48
A REHRET.

interact [ antor'eekt] [inter-(fE ------ 2z
(6] +act (VEFD s EEB Be 2 4R —
wi. @ﬁfﬁt QL HEH, H *ﬁ%"ﬁ]

act react interact
A—=B A=1 A< B
action reaction interaction
YEH FAEH FEE A

[#&1& JFor the past few years, Google
has been trying to take advantage of
its search engine's popularity to loosen
Microsoft’s grip on how most people
interact with personal computers. #%k
szﬁu\tm SR NG N B ok

ITiEdl. EdEMILEY. 8K —
ﬁ“fﬂ?ﬂfﬁﬁ?ﬂ%%lﬁ%@ﬁ*%%iﬁ
R X — s .

;I wanted to open my eyes and expand
i my vision by interacting with people
who weren't studying science
FRAR 5 R L S 2 B T
ANFT3CIE LAY K IR 1 B EF L T
CORHR SR

or engi

neering,

interaction [unta'reekfon] n. QO AH ki ﬂi
FARE 0 DR A fF
[%iﬁ]l have some chance for interac-
tion with thern at some time during the
day. FIRB LG VLS MMIIEHE,
convention [ ken'venfan] [ con-( = to-
gether, with) -+ vent ( = come) ~+-ion

) ] n (DEF—RE—>HEL4--]D

CERD R G, GEXO 2 —~ OthsE.
VAT TONCIIN -711%]@51’@?,
i

Siiilsie All good things

[Bhicg]1 (3] went(%) « [#] vent
(3k&) — 4] convention n.

[ i& % ] The countries all agreed to
sign the convention, 3X %% [§ 52 #f [F] &
E-SAN SR
Convention dictates that a minister
should resign in such a situation. & B&
HHL AR R AR BT R BB,

[ #% % J meeting, convention, congress,

assembly, conference
(1) meeting 838 B 7, @ B 45 — A
2.

(2) convention “Zx1¥, j(‘zb:‘v'q:A” w
HR—ENE— B E N E T
£ E 4 £ It’s a national convention
of English teachers. iX f& B % ¥ iy 3%
e T A
(3) congress “ﬁ.%jﬁn 2N IE &
HoHERRERESNWER S
P BT HAE BB L : a medical
congress on heart transplants i3 .0
BERAAEEARRSD.
(4) assembly “$E4, L, 58— it
RUAFH A —FLE E T B AR A &Y
The National Assembly passed a new
bill. MR XSS — T E.
(5) conference “ifi &, <", 38
P ol ST 22 4 A o A 1] B 5 4 8 L
M £xi: a conference on education #{

ﬁ:ﬂf‘ffc:a

el F R SR
assembly K4 conference(5 )2
mlly FEACRS:  congress fRehss

session(-—JH) &I convention(FR) &3

D=, IR Q%
RN, Bk Ok

leisure [ 'ima(r)] n.
g o
ER £
[#& 18] The hotel offers a range of
leisure activities. 3X MR IH$2 4L Rl fk
PHIE S,

come to an end.

e e e i




