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Where one is educated and practices his or her profession defines the terminology
that is used. As we gather for the 2008 International Grasslands and Rangelands
Congress in Hohhot, Inner Mongolia, China, and on the associated pre-and post-
congress tours from June 23 to July 12, 2008, we are going to experience the

differences in definitions and terms used for grasslands and rangelands activities.

No better example of these differences in the use of terms can be found than in
the name of the organizations holding this congress. Just what is the difference be-
tween grassland and rangeland? Within a given country it might be clear but between
countries it is not. In the United States, for example, there are separate organizations
for grassland and rangeland ; the American Forage and Grassland Council and the Soci-
ety for Range Management. However, in many countries, the two “disciplines” are
combined within one organization as it is in the South African Grassland Society, the
British Grassland Society and the Chinese Grassland Society.

As disciplines evolve, new terms are coined to describe the work done and the
implications for management. Disciplines do not evolve at the same pace in all

countries around the world. While one region of the world is working on vegetation

.
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i # FOREWORD

manipulation techniques, another might be working on people and policy issues while
yet another is concentrating on ecosystem monitoring and measurement procedures. It
is important at congresses such as the one being held in Inner Mongolia in 2008 that
there is the opportunity for researchers and managers to compare and discuss their
work. In so doing new terms are going to be voiced. In order to fully understand the
progress being made in any one aspect of grassland and rangeland work, it is impor-
tant that these terms should be defined and described to allow all to comprehend the re-

sults, conclusions and management implications of that work.

This book attempts to do just that. A number of concepts have been described
and in each the terms currently used in that discipline are found. The hope is that this
publication will assist us all to come to a common understanding of the terms and con-

cepts being used in grassland and rangeland work.

We all are indebted to the Ford Foundation Beijing Office for envisioning the
need for such a document to allow a better understanding of the presentations that will
be made at the 2008 IGC-IRC in Hohhot. This effort would not have been possible

without the contribution from the Ford Foundation.
May your grassland, or work on rangelands be monitored as sustainable.

We wish to thank all chapter authors for their generous and voluntary contribu-
tions to this volume. We hope you will be rewarded by the interest of your readers and

by their application of new insights.

We also thank the 2008 IGC-IRC Congress simultaneous translators for preparing
the Chinese chapter translations as a way of becoming familiar with Congress terms and
concepts. We hope this will not only improve the quality and satisfaction of the Con-
gress for all, but also build capacity to continue engaging with grassland and herding is-
sues in translation. Thanks to Bai Qiumei, Guan Yuan, Li Yong, Ma Jianbo and Yu
Shigiang for their speedy and enthusiastic work. We also wish to thank Professors
Zhang Yingjun, Rong Yuping and their postgraduate students at China Agricultural
University for translating the technical terms in Chapter One of this Glossary.

Thanks to Drs. Zhang Qian from the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and
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Irene Bain from the Ford Foundation Beijing Office Environment and Development
Program for editing the Chinese text at short notice. Thanks also to Irene and Yu

Haiyun for formatting much of the text.

We recognize that this bi-lingual edition is only a first attempt to grapple with
terms relating to grasslands/rangelands and their dependant communities. We look for-
ward to further refinement of expressions—most importantly through their application

in reality and together with grassland/rangeland communities of interest.

James T. O’Rourke
President

International Rangeland Congress

People and Policy in Rangeland Management—-A Glossary of Key Concepis
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