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Foreword

When mentioning Fushun, we'll surely
remember that it is the cradle of Lei Feng
Spirit, the birthplace of the early Qing
Dynasty's culture; that it is also a heavy
industry center and a petro-chemical city
in northeast China. In fact, we shall never
forget her incomparable ecological envi-
ronment and her natural forest and wa-
ter resources.

Fushun is a mountainous area with
plenty of forests. That is why she has
been called the Green Great Wall of east-
ern Liaoning Province.

Natural trees are satisfactory, while
ancient rare trees are even preferable,
which is a reflection of people's
aesthetical judgement. These ancient
rare trees have survived the trampling of
livestock, human destruction and natu-
ral disasters, and finally erected green
monuments one after another, which
shows us not only a life wonder, but also
the life greatness.

The book "Ancient Rare Trees in
Fushun" is written in Chinese and
English, and illustrated with photos and
pictures, these trees are every bit as the
dumb and motionless old country folks.

The ancient trees grow around
homesteads, at the entrances of villages,

in old temples yard, road sides, on the
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Foreword

summits of mountain ranges. The ages
of these trees range from around 200-
300 years to about 700-800 years. They
are perhaps the most ancient living trees
which we can see and touch now in
Fushun. They are in fact the text books
and records of natural history.

This book also presents us not only
ancient rare trees, but also vivid historic
pictures of human beings, nature and
communities in harmony, which can
arose our speculations on nature, history
and life.

The writers of this book describe both
in plain language and by means of vari-
ous literary techniques. They both stress
aesthetical and philosophical conscious-
ness in displaying and praising the vast
green forests and the essence of the
ancient-tree culture and the unique
Fushun Green civilization.

The planner and director of this book
is the head of Fushun Forestry Bureau.
He and his colleagues have always in-
sisted that human beings and nature are
a unity, the characters of the mountains,
waters, and forests are also reflected on
human beings, just as the saying goes-
the wise takes delight in waters, the kind
takes a liking in mountains, while the
pleasure and joy are also derived from

forests. They attempt to interpret this

culture and try to express their thoughts
and feelings through this book, which
might be derived from their professional
consciousness. What they have done is
wise and valuable.

Two retired former leaders of Fushun
Municipal Government take the photos
for this book. Before retirement, they
were quite busy with their work, having
no spare time for such jobs. After
retirement, they are able to free them-
selves from their daily routine to under-
take this task. It takes them two years,
traveling among mountains, crossing riv-
ers to take pictures of these ancient rare
trees for this book. The two photogra-
phers use picture language to waken
people's ecological consciousness and
aesthetic pursuit, which is of boundless
beneficence.

The descriptions and comments (both
in Chinese and English) are well worded.
The style of English writing is so concise,
accurate, fluent and vivid that it is well
received by experts; in Chinese, the
words and expressions are extremely
terse and lively, can take you into the
abstruse philosophical thinking and make
you always ponder it over.

Life is mortal and precious, so are
these ancient trees. Their vicissitudinous

beauty is fragile, just like ancient classics,

Ancient Rare Trees in Fushun E

SO we can say that these ancient rare
trees are the rare editions that can not
be copied or cloned, therefore they are
extremely valuable.

Reading good books is always
beneficial. This is a good book worth
reading. After reading, | am so moved

that | just write this as a foreword.

Fushun People's Government Vice

Mayor Meng Lingbin
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The White EIm Tree in Wayao Village

In the east of Wayao Village in Qingyuan Town, Qingyuan Manzu Au-
tonomous County, there is a white elm. Its height is 24.94 meters, the
diameter is 1.76 meters, the circumference is 5.53 meters. The ancient
elm'’s bark looks like the dragon's scale, when you touch it just like touch-
ing a piece of iron plate. Its crown forms circle-shaped which can cover
one mu, just scripting the sky, watching it in a distant place, its figure looks
like a cloud, going near, you can feel the expression of spring clearer and
clearer. The leaves like people's hands, holding back the sunshine, wind
and frost, resembling a poem, a statue. Many people come-and-go and
stop for a rest or recreation shaded from the summer heat, gossiping and
discussing the local news.

An old folk told us that the white elm still remained the same about 100
years ago, from the elder generation to now, there is no variation. Accord-
ing to the history record, this white elm is more than 820 years old, people

planted it in Chunxi period, Nan Song Dynasty.




The Happy Couple Elms

There is a beautiful mountain in the east of Happy Village,
Ying'ermen Town, Qingyuan Manzu Autonomous County, on
which there are two elm trees, one is in the southeast, the
other is in the southwest and their twinned branches grow up
robustly. The west one is elder, planted in Jiajing period, Ming
Dynasty, it's about 460 years old, and the height is 21.8 meters,
the most diameter is 1.78 meters, the circumference is 5.58
meters; the east one is younger, its height is 17.6 meters, the
most diameter is 1.5meters, and the circumference is 4.72
meters.

The distance between two trees is about 15 meters,
branches and leaves joined each other, both begin to fork from

3 or 4 meters, and fork again from 1 or 2 meters, one and
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again, straight up to the sky. The east tree is particularly
strange, it grows on a one square meter huge circular stone
its roots are strong, twists and turns, which made people feel-
ing the strength of its power, stubborn and unyielding.

In the 1930's, broken out the Japanese Aggression War
the Japanese imperialists burnt down the villagers' homes but
these ancient trees still survived from this disaster. After
liberation, the government built new houses of respect for the
aged, people made a happy life, so villagers called the village
Happy Village.

Two ancient trees located at the beginning of the village
overlooking the world vicissitudes of life, and understanding

the rules of happiness and miseries of life
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Ancient Rare Trees in Fushun

The White EIm in
Gushanazi Village

This is a distorting tree, an
ugly tree. Its height is 13.7
meters, its circumference is
4.1 meters, its most diameter
is 1.33 meters, it is about 310
years old.

The white elm was planted
in the east part of the Gushanzi
Village, Ying'ermen, Qingyuan
Manzu Autonomous County
Less than 100 meters from the
north side of the tree is the No.
202 highway, going to Jilin
Province. Under the tree there
is a wild area, there are some
crops far away, mountains and forests further away.

It is the only tree around here, an alone-standing tree with-
out a companion, without a cover and care. It faces the at-
tacking wind, thunder, lightning, rain, snow and insect pest
by itself. There is no perfect part on it. Its twisting body is
struggling, distorting and groaning, tragically performing the
music of life. Because of its ugly and strange appearance, it
can live alone in the world and show its sense of mysteries
vicissitudes and experience. There are pieces of red cloth
hanging on the tree and the sacrificial offerings laying under
the tree. Mankind came from the forest, so the forest and the
nature are the cradle, hometown and the ending of mankind.
The nature contains the greatest rules, which make people
worship ancient tree and pursue the naive and primitive

civilization.
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The Fir in Zhangjia Pu

At the foot of east mountain, in Zhangjia Pu, Ying'ermen Town, Qing yuan
Manzu Autonomous County, there is a fir of pine section, a kind of the tree, green
arbor. Its leaves are line-shaped and flat and the center part is concave. Its
height is 21 meters, the circumference is 2.47 meters and the diameter is 0.79
meters. It was planted in early Guangxu period, Qing Dynasty, and now it's about
110 years old. There is a group of pines close by over 30 years old and their
branches join together just like two good friends in this green world.

One day in early spring 2003, we reached Zhangjia Pu to visit the ancient tree,

a shepherd we met told us a story about the tree. In the period of Culture Revolution, originally there were two ancient trees,
each working team owned one tree, however, one tree was cut down to sell by some leader of working team, when he was
preparing to cut down the other, just at that time the village's Party secretary prevented it from destroying and the cutter also told
a lie that there was something wrong with his saw, so this one can survive till now.

Walking near the tree, you will find a half-chi-long bulge on the southwest trunk near half-meter-long to ground, which is the
scar left from the incident.

Time goes by, the story of the tree is still alive now, but it doesn't matter who was the Party secretary or who was the leader

of working team and who was the cutter. We should remember this lesson to warn one another: Don't leave off a worst reputa-
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tion by destroying trees after death.
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The Ancient EIm on Ying'ermen North Moun-
tain

The ancient elm ( Uimus pumila) grows at the foot of the
Ying'ermen north mountain in Qing yuan Manzu Autonomous
County.lt is 21-meter-high and the diameter is 0.79meters, the
circumference is 2.47 meters. It is about 110 years old. Its
main trunk is very straight and strong, and the branches have
a con rasting style. The main trunk and branches both have

heavy wrinkles like an old man. In the east there is only one

straight branch the length of which is about 4 or 5 meters, the
bark is very smooth and fine, the spot and ditch are shallow and small, soft and tender, fresh and luster. The too plentifi
branches and leaves with the same roots and trunk enjoy the same wind, sun and moon. Why does only the east branch grow
so fine? The secret of nature makes it difficult for a person to understand.

One local villager said, one branch of this tree broke naturally in 1976, the loud sound disturbed the villagers who connected
this thing with the current situation, so they all said that this tree contains its innate intelligence, hence, some villagers come
here to pray for good luck. In several years, the old tree grew new branches, all of the villagers say it is a good sign of out
thriving country of prosperity.

Nothing can compare with an ancient tree, its root and branches and leaves all own the nourishment of culture. The ancient

elm became a tale, spread by the folk people.
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The White Elm in Zhangjia Pu Village

The white elm by the side of cottage at the west end of Zhangjia
Pu village, Nankougian Town, Qingyuan Manzu Autonomous
County has a trunk with a diameter of 1.7 meters, with much deep
grains and spots on its bark, the trunk and some crotches of the
tree twist together. And there is a dry branch, the diameter is about
2 chi, more than 10- meters-long, turning back to the ground. It
has rotted, but nobody moved it. There are some offerings under
the tree and some pieces of red cloth and red sheet are on the

tree. People show their reverence and worship by doing so
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