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Filial Respect Acclaimed Nationwide

Shun, also known as Yushun, was the chieftain of Youyushi. The death of his mother in his
childhood was followed by a string of bad luck brought on by his stepmother and stepbrother,
Xiang, who played him foul, out of envy. They biased Gusou, Shun's blind father, against Shun so
that he acted in collusion with them in the hope of killing Shun. One of their tricks was withdrawing
the ladder from the roof of the barn once Shun was atop and immediately setting the barn ablaze.
It turned out that Shun escaped by descending on two straw hats. Then they dumped earth and
stones into the well where Shun was dredging dirt, only to see Shun ascend from the tunnel, safe
and sound. Hazards of this kind were plotted time and again, none of which, however, wavered
Shun's filial respect to his parents and alliance with his stepbrother. Learning about Shun's virtue
and talent, King Yao abdicated the throne in Shun's favor. Shun was later addressed respectfully
as the Ancient Holy King for his benevolence that put people's livelihood and country's prosperity

at the top priority.
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Gone is kinship in perishing flesh and blood

Who near escapes by a miracle
Staying is Yushun's filial respect
~That lands him in kingship
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Deer Milk for Beloved Parents

Tan Zi, King of Tan State (present Tancheng, Shandong), was diligent, intelligent and,
most of all, obedient to his parents who both suffered eye disease. Tan Zi's filial efforts involved
searching all sources for deer milk that was said to be the remedy, which unfortunately proved
fruitless. In desperation he snuck into a flock of deer, covering himself with the deerskin. However,
even that ended in failure since the deer were always on the alert and outran him. He searched in
vain for days. Then one day he had to reveal himself to a hunter who was aiming at him. Touched
by Tan Zi's conscience and perseverance, the hunter gave him the deer milk from a doe he kept.

With that Tan Zi cured his parents of the chronic disease.
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Majestic King known as dutiful son
- In desperate search of remedy
‘Moving the hunter to praises and tears
Before presenting him deer milk
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Confucian Thought of Filial Piety

Confucius was from Lu State (present Qufu, Shandong) during the end of the Spring and
Autumn Period (770BC ~ 475BC). As a great thinker, educator and the originator of Confucianism,
he called for filial piety in respecting, supporting and obeying parents as well as burying, sacrificing
and commemorating them regularly in line with the etiquette after they passed away. It was the
filial piety that Confucius stressed as the essence of benevolence in his education, which was well
embodied in the funerals of his own parents. His father died when Confucius was three and his
mother, Yan Zhengzai, passed away when he was 17. Being filial to his mother during her lifetime,
Confucius was supposed to bury her together with his deceased father whose grave was unknown
to him. To find it he knelt down crying beside his mother's coffin at the downtown area of Lu
State, soliciting the passers-by day and night for the answer. His sincerity and piety was eventually
rewarded when an old lady approached and showed him his father's grave where he at last could
fulfill his duty to have them buried together. The grave, 15 kilometers east of Qufu, is named

Lianggong Grave and still earns respect from the visitors nowadays.
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Confucius attains great reverence
With His thought on piety
His obedience to mother

And persistence to trace his father
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Father Dissuaded from Divorcing

Min Zigian, a disciple of Confucius 2,500 years ago, was from Lu State. His mother passed
away when he was young and his stepmother, after giving birth to two stepbrothers, ignored and
abused him to such an extent that she would only make her own sons well fed and warmly clad.
However Zigian made no complaints and put up with it until one day in winter when traveling
with the whole family he dropped his reins as his hands were numb with cold while others performed
well. Irritated, Zigian's father whipped him, which tore a hole in his coat filled with the panicle of
reed instead of cotton. Shocked at what he saw, the father who had been kept in the dark now
realized how his wicked wife ill-treated his son and would divorce her. Zigian knelt down and
dissuaded his father from that, saying "None of the three sons will be clad in the absence of
mother, which is worse than only one". Ashamed, the guilty stepmother thereafter treated the
three sons equally without discrimination. Zigian's effort in strengthening family harmony was

valued by Confucius and Zigian was viewed as one of his best disciples.
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Role model Min Zigian
Clinging to harmony and piety
Though underfed and poorly clad
His endurance rewarded by reunion
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Be Nice to Parents before It Is Too Late

Zhongyou, a disciple of Confucius 2,500 years ago, was from Bian State (present Sishui,
Shandong). Born to a poor family, he never spent one coin on himself; instead, he made a living in
childhood to maintain his parents. In addition to renovating his house and growing vegetables, he
attended a school in Qufu dozens of miles away, from which he backpacked rice to home because he
found the grain there was sold at lower price. Years of hiking with such a heavy load never daunted
Zhongyou, nor did he yield to his friends' suggestion that he started his official career in some prosperous
places other than Bian. He said, "I will stay with my parents for their well-being" and did not assume
the office outside Bian until his parents passed away. He was given an important post by the King in
Chu State of South China. In his new prosperous situation Zhongyou lamented over the miserable life
his parents had led. He sighed, "Woe to me! All my piety is in vain when parents are gone!" "A

chicken served for parents outweighs a cow sacrificed in memorial ceremony."
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Poor and needy parents,
Supported by Zhongyou the backbone;
Rich and ample in his_ late years,
Regrets for filial duties unfulfilled.
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