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Abstract

Human being’s exploration and understanding about itself fall far behind its re-
search on the objective world. Anthropology. a subject focusing on studying human
being per se finally appeared after mid-nineteenth century. The anthropologists stud-
y human beings from two dimensions; biology and social culture. Respectively, the
former named “biological anthropology” or “physical anthropology” while the latter

"

called *cultural anthropology” or “social anthropology”.

Cultural anthropology also named ethnology. The unit of analysis in ethnology
refers to human group in stead of human individual. The ethnological studies focus
on the cultural particularities and their cause of formation among different groups
which might be a nation or an ethnicity. as well as the various groups distinguished
by vocation. territory, age, religion. gender, etc. Historically, ethnology had been
introduced into China in the early years of the twentieth century. Since then, this
hundred-year-long history could be categorized to three phases: the ethnology in the
“Old China”; the ethnology in the “New China” and the ethnology in the “New Peri-
od” (1978 —2008).

In the phase of the “Old China”, relying on introducing the western approaches
both in theory and in methodology, Chinese ethnological circles offered the courses
of ethnology in dozens universities, In 1950s, the early years of the “New China”,
Chinese ethnological society became a branch of the soviet ethnological school and
made great contributions to the ethnic recognitions as well as to the studies on socie-
ty and history of the ethnic minorities which definitely provided the academic bases
for the ethnic policies formulated and practiced by the *New China” government.
During the “New Period”. after 30 years’ isolation from the outside world, Chinese
ethnology fused again into the western academic circles and became part of the inter-

national ethnological society. Right now, Chinese ethnology has been constructed as
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an open academic domain and lifted out of the stereotype doctrines based on a certain
school or ideology. Moreover, at the same time, it begins to usher its own orienta-
tions and forms its own localized style. A Chinese school in ethnology, historical
functionalism directed by Marxism, has emerged.

This report is a general introduction to the development of Chinese ethnological
subject during the 30 years of the “New period”. Before this period, ethnology used
to be cancelled due to its character as a “bourgeois” and “revisionist” academic sub-
ject. This 30-year-long period when the Chinese ethnology developed the most rapid-
ly and fruitfully could also be categorized into three decades: the first decade (1980s)
was the time of restoration and reconstruction; the second decade (1990s) was the
period of the primary development and the enlargement of study fields; the present
(after the year 2000} is actually “the golden time” with respect to the subject devel-
opment.

This report composes six parts;

1. Review on the hundred-year-history and summary of the “new period” pro-
gress;

2. The process of restoration and reconstruction and the basic contents of the
present courses of ethnology taught in the universities;

3. The main contents in terms of the practical studies on contemporary Chinese
society and the fieldworks;

4. Introduction to the significant achievements and the key issues with regard to
the present ethnological studies;

5. Summary of the experiences in the past 30 years and the prospect in future;

6. Appendix:

a. Memorabilia

b. Introduction to the educational and academic institutions of ethnology and
anthropology as well as the institutions and organizations of ethnic studies

¢. Emphasis on the representative scholars: Wu Wenzao, Fei Xiaotong. Lin

Yaochua, etc.
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