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ABSTRACT

The development of transnational Education ( TN ) is a historical
process. The cross-borderness of medieval higher education was a
manifestation of the nature of truth exploration, knowledge discovery and
knowledge sharing. Affiliated foreign missions established by the church and
institutions and branch campus by the colonists after the 17" century were
early forms of TN. Since the 1980s, TN has been a major international
development of higher education due {o the unmet demands in some countries
and to the financial cuts in others. The process was further facilitated by the
liberalization of educational market promoted by WTO and the advancement
of ICT. TN develops to cover three types: that the learners receive complete
foreign higher education in their home countries ( through virtual/distance
education, branch campus, learning centers, etc. ), that the learners study
for foreign qualifications offered by local institutions but franchised or
validated by foreign institutions of higher learnings ( franchising, validation
credit transfer, etc. ), and that the learners take part of a study program in
their home country énd finish the rest in the foreign institution, leading to a
foreign or joint award ( twinning, program articulation, joint degree or
double degree, etc. ).

TN has come to bear external political, economic and cultural
implications, and is thus the result of push and pull of such factors on
different levels, national, institutional and personal. Different approaches
have been formulated to achieve policy objectives. Such approaches
demonstrate a four dimensional composition, which includes generating
economic revenue, capacity building, developing human resources and
increasing international understanding. In general, exporters of TN give
emphasis to generating economic revenue, thus encouraging competition,
while importers to capacity building and human resource development, thus

favouring cooperation. Exporters differ from each other in that some countries
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stress more on generating income ( as in the case of UK, Australia and New
Zealand) , some give more value to international understanding (as in the
case of US and Europe) , and yet others may also want to emphasize capacity
building through such development, as is the case of Europian continental
countries and Canada. Importers of TN may also differ from each other.
Whilst almost all the major importers emphasize capacity building and human
resource development, some may give more value to generating income than
the others, as surely is the case in Malaysia and Singapore. Different
approaches and policy objectives lead to significant differences in strategy.
The Anglo-Saxon countries adopt an export model, while continental
European countries an integration model. Both Malaysia and Singapore want
to enlarge educational services abroad through the development of TN, thus
differing from the Chinese cooperative model of TN. Australia, UK and New
Zealand are actively establishing mechanism to promote TN in the
international higher education market as a mean of increasing non-
governmental investment in higher education and supporting such
development to meet national educational and societal development goals.
Malaysia and Singapore deregulate TN and introduce market mechanism and
assure the quality of TN delivery through external evaluation and
accreditation. China made broad commitments when accessed into WTO and
has established a legal framework to ensure an orderly development of
importing TN. Europe seeks to enhance academic mobility through the
establishment of FEuropean level cooperation on quality standards and
monitoring procedures for TN. TN providers have developed various program
strategies. American for-profit institutions actively provide TN through
distance/virtual education and establish foreign learning centers while
traditional institutions of higher education favour a more organized from of
affiliated business arms or branch campuses abroad. Australian, UK and
New Zealand providers mainly prefer to offer TN through articulation and
franchising or validation. Because of a cooperative nature of European level

policies for higher education, joint and/or double degrees have been
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standing out as a major program strategy in continental Europe. On the side
of the importers, a major recent popular practice is the introduction of
branch campuses by top foreign universities. China only allows institutions
and programs of a cooperative nature. Different models have been developed
for joint education programs, including arrangements ranging from foundation
courses to full curricular integration.

TN has gone through several stages and has now become dominated by
market principles. In addition, it is characterized by iits diversity,
borderlessness and innovation. Alongside the opportunities, TN poses threats
to national educational sovereignty and cultural security of importing
countries, damages the public nature of education, and challenges the
existing arrangements for quality assurance, accreditation and qualification
recognition. Such challenges bring international organizations, national
governments and the academic circle together for the development of common
understanding and guiding principles to ensure that the benefits of all
stakeholders are met.

Sino-foreign joint delivery of education and offshore delivery are two
major forms of TN in China. The relatively low profile of Chinese higher
education and the ever-increasing demand for higher education leave offshore
delivery in China still in its initial stage, while Sino-foreign joint delivery of
education has moved from an experimental stage to a regulated stage through
a period of rapid growth. The national position for and approach to such
development has taken into shape, and institutional arrangements have been
made to adapt to international commitments. Sino-foreign joint delivery of
education is now undergoing a transition from a quantity development to a
quality-oriented development. To ensure a sustainable and healthy future of
TN in China, a further series of measures should be adopted, including the
development of an overall strategy for TN for further clarification of its
position and for better sectoral coordination, the enhancement of the
necessary planning and guiding for such developments, the advocation of

further institutional innovation for a better operating environment, the wider
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participation in international activities by government for informed policy-
making, the optimization of program strategies, the promotion of research in
the field, and the establishment of an effective information management

system for TN.

Key Words: transnational education; sino-foreign joint delivery of

education ; approach; strategy
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