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THE HANI NATIONALITY

The Hani, with a population of about 1.058 million, are distributed
mainly in southern Yunnan Province in- southwest China. They have their
own language, which belongs to the Tibeto—Burman subfamily of the Sino
—Tibetan language family.

The Hani have many of their own traditional festivals, such as the
“Kuzhazha" Festival (June Festival), the “Meishouzhalete "Festival (October
Festival) and the “Limazhu” Festival. The “Meishouzhalete” Festival includes
a grand ceremony known as “Ziwudu” or “coming together to drink the wine
_of happiness.” -

The Hani worship the cuckoo and during the “Limazhu” Festival, every
village will offer a sacrifice to the dragon to ask for favourable weather and
an abundant harvest in the coming year.
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Long, long ago, Qini, a handsome One day, when he was on his way
and industrious youth of the Hani people home from the field, Qini was caught in a
lived a happy life with his parents in a vil- whirlwind. After the fierce wind calmed
lage called Wonipuka at the foot of Ailao “down, he found a ragged looking stranger

Mountain. on the road, moaning with pain.
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(3) GF iy AY R HEBE A2 A 8 [8]
xE, BIRGMHIZ, BeKibfh
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With the best of intentions,
Qini helped the stranger to his
home, served him food and
water, and even put the stranger
up in his home for the night.

(4) ¥BHs, REETR
K. #FRHEOEEAZE, &
?%&%&?.ﬁ%kﬂ*ﬂ

At midnight, the cold
wind blew harder. Worried that
the man might catch cold,
Qini got up to give him a blan-
ket, but to his surprise, he
found that the man had disap-
peared.
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(5) #RWBImEERsh#r, EEw O —ik
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Qini heard a sound coming from the
next room, and took a look through the
window. Oh! The stranger was no man but a
green—faced and long—toothed monster,
who was eating his parents.

(6) & RMIRA I, 2 k4R15 Mg B .
MRACKFEE, EAXMHETXIRE
1L JBE WR?

Qini tightly clenched his fists with
hatred and anger. But, how could he fight
the fierce monster when he was unarmed?

(7) Ui BEF B T SM TG A, WL — 7,
WA AR AR, HEE Ik
RIETF. WRERARAM, HeEEE:
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The monster heard the sound and, with
a roar, immediately sprang outside. Qini
had to hide himself under a wooden basin,
and so the monster found no one and went
back to the room.
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(8) #WRABALIFHE, MTUEARRE, M
TPE T ok, BRHEIE TR LI B,

Qini did not want to be eaten by the
monster, so he escaped with the wooden
basin and jumped into the Red River near
his village.

(9) ABBEHFRET=ZX=BARE.
FRLA A& B RN, HAKGEE R,
TC R — A TR R 0 5 .

For three days and three nights, Qini
floated down the river in the wooden
basin. Then he saw an old woman weeping
on the river bank, and as her tears dropped
into the river, they came together to form a
deep whirlpool.

(10) #F R EME N LRAER, FEEEY
fratslr. BAEVFMER, —FEhEXE

i, ORI LILEET.

Qini restrained his grief and asked the
old woman why she was so sad .She said
that yesterday her daughter had been blown
away by a whirlwind.
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E TR LI, BT RO, X0
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Qini explained to her, “ It was the
monster that robbed you of your daughter
and ate up my parents. We will avenge our-
selves on the monster.”

(12) EBEBEEBERIRE, &EF W P W
P mE, REFH, HAEFR, Xk
WTFAEES. &1, FREERERAY

The old woman wiped away her tears,
and, pointing to the whirlpool in the
river, said, “I was told in a dream last night
that there was a sword under the whirlpool.
Can you get it, my boy?”

(13) & _iEBS, —KILH#WRP. =
E=TF, & FEAKE, BE—EEL
RIRE 8.

Without hesitation, Qini jumped into
the whirlpool. After three tries, he finally
dove down to the river bed and found a
shimmering sword.




(14) #FREHNEAN, EXERIL
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As Qini was leaving to
avenge himself on the monster,
the old woman handed him a
dragon head bracelet and said,
“My daughter has a mole on
her left palm. If you meet her,
please give this to her.”

(15) #REFES, XTHE—
BEFE LR B BT LB, B
RATHR, BE—8, T
T RHRLT.

Qini followed the mon-
ster’s trail and , at last, he
caught up with him at the foot
of a barren hill. The monster
saw Qini coming and immedi-
ately changed into a beautiful
girl.
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The monster realized that
it would be difficult for him to
defeat Qini, but a trick flashed
into his mind. He took a letter

from . his pocket ‘and said,
“Dear brother, please deliver

this letter to my home behind
the hill. My sister will warmly
entertain you.”
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(16) XW, FRAAL LY
T B R RRE K, B vh
T Ex. WmERHER, B
i HERS], NERTHE,

Qini would not be tricked
again, and with anger burning
in his heart, he charged the
monster. The monster wanted
to spring on Qini, but seeing
the sword in his hand, he
stayed out of reach.




(18) #FJe 1F 8 2 B8 B & L,

Mg flBdfE, HESEELESR.
Thinking this might be the

daughter of the old woman, Qini

took the letter and started off around
the hill.

(19) Ei%s —ﬁﬁﬁ%*’ ﬁ}:&‘
GFE— AR EHEET . R, —
MLEHESER, RAM—KBE,
A%k L BERZ T

When he had gone halfway,
Qini felt very tired and went to sleep
on a stone slab.In his dream, an old
man with a white beard gave him a
centipede and told him to try to make
the monster eat it.

(20) —%EMXR, FEFPRRA—
RIRE, hAAKENEIL, WA
Ei,—ﬁﬂ,~ﬁ%mmﬁﬁﬁT

When he woke up , Qini found
there really was a centipede in his
hand .He rushed to the back of the
hill, saw a stone house and knocked
at the door.Then a beautiful girl came




(21) Wi ER, & 2RIt
EFLAPBE, EikkE
BUT k. iR —BR A R R
RIFH, fOHbRIEX.

While the girl was taking
the letter, Qini noticed that
she had a mole on her left
palm, so he took out the
dragon head bracelet. Immedi-
ately, the girl recognized it as
her mother’ s and burst into
tears.

(22) % JRHE— U VR T 0
L RIS B, 5
I, SRR T

Qini explained how he
had gotten the bracelet and
asked the girl to help him kill
the monster, to which she
nodded in agreement.




(23) WIRRME—A, JRORLLBELE I H T
B, AR, BUheRE, ik
WIRAETR S I EVZ T .

The girl read the monster’s letter and
told Qini that the monster had ordered her
to serve him poisonous wine. Qini gave the
centipede to the girl and asked her to try ev-
ery means to get the monster to eat it .

(24) HX, WEEXT, BRBIFEH
P, KAk, #igeksa WLe &
fe, WiExA Bk,

The next day, when the monster
came back, he was annoyed not to find the
dead body of Qini.The monster shouted an-
grily at the girl until she finally said that
Qini had never come. :

(25) LA R LR, WeOH: “PRIR SR
0 IR G B R S, Hh A —BRAER R
A SR W,
Tired and hungry , the monster cried
- out, “Bring some wine, be quick! " The girl
served him wine and food , including a dish
of delicious fried centipede. i




(26) WIFERAEEMW, EIRIRIZNEE, R
R, AP SE, WIELR. TRNS
th, —8IG5R T EfMAa,

The monster gobbled up all the food
and wine.Suddenly he felt a great pain in his
stomach and writhed in agony on the
floor. Just then, Qini rushed in with the
sword and stabbed him to death.

(27) ABHMR T, WHWBEES T —
WPVHBAE, HTFECHSBEETELS S
JE, FBT 8 ol E1 .

Thus Qini avenged his parents and
saved the . girl. Her eyes filling with tears,
the girl undid her embroidered waist belt
and gave it to Qini, expressing her sincere
love for him. :

(28) AR EGIREISA TR, BB EE
MERT. 2ERKEW, HBFHETT
e T A AL : '

Qini returned to his village together
with the girl and then took her mother to his
home. With boundless joy, the whole vil-
lage held a wedding ceremony for the young

couple.




