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Last week my youngest son and I visited my father at his new home in Tucson, Arizona. He moved there a
few years ago, and I was eager to see his new place and meet his friends.

My earliest memories of my father are a tall, handsome, successful man devoted to his work and family, but
uncomfortable with his children. As a child I loved him. He seemed unhappy with me unless I got straight A’s and
unhappy with my boyfriends if their fathers were not as “successful” as he was. Whenever I went out with him on
weekends, 1 used to struggle to think up things to say, feeling on guard.

On the first day of my visit, we went out with one of my father’s friends for lunch at an outdoor café. We
talked along that afternoon, did some shopping, ate on the street table, and laughed over my son’s funny facial
expressions. Gone was my father’s critical (PESEY) air and strict rules. Who was this person I knew as my
father, who seemed so friendly and interesting to be around? What had held him back before?

The next day my dad pulled out his childhood pictures and told me quite a few stories about his own
childhood. Although our times together became easier over the years, I never felt closer to him at that moment.
After so many years, I'm at last seeing another side of my father. And in so doing, I'm delighted with my new
friend. My dad, in his new home in Arizona, is back to me from where he was.

(2008 A2 E%E 1)
1. Why did the author feel bitter about her father as a young adult?

A. He was silent most of the time. B. He was too proud of himself.

C. He did not love his children. D. He expected too much of her.
2. When the author went out with her father on weekends, she would feel

A. nervous B. sorry C. tired D. safe
3. What does the author think of her father after her visit to Tucson?

A. More critical. B. More talkative.

C. Gentle and friendly. D. Strict and hard-working.
4. The underlined words “my new friend” in the last paragraph refer to

A. the author’s son B. the author’s father

C. the friend of the author’s father D. the café owner

HHBHBHUHHBHUHE HIEL LR L L R R R R R AT Y
Being able to multitask — doing several things at the same time — is considered a welcome skill by most

people. But if we consider the situation of the young people aged from eight to eighteen, we should think again.

What we often see nowadays is that young people juggle an ever larger number of electronic devices ( HL

00e
111



>>> E—EH > [ﬁ]&ﬁﬁmmﬂmg?gg

LEVEL TEBTE

#in) as they study. While working, they also surf on the Internet, send out e-mails, answer the telephone and
listen to music on their iPods. In a sense, they are spending a significant amount of time of fruitless efforts as they
multitask.

Multitasking is even changing the relationship between family members. As young people give so much
attention to their own worlds, they seem to have no time to spend with the other people around them. They can no
longer greet family members when they enter the house, nor can they eat at the family table.

Multitasking also affects young people’s performance at university and in the workplace. When asked about
their opinion of the effect of modern gadgets (#%JH.) on their performance of tasks, many young people gave a
positive response (JZ V). However, the response from the worlds of education and business was not quite as
positive. Educators feel that multitasking by children has a serious effect on later development of study skills. They
believe that many college students now need help to improve their study skills. Similarly, employers feel that young
people entering the job market need to be taught all over again, as modern gadgets have made it unnecessary for
them to learn special skills to do their work.

(2008 % X %)

5. What does the underlined word “juggle” in Paragraph 2 most probably mean?

A. Want to buy. B. Take the place of.

C. Use at the same time. D. Seek for information from.
6. In Paragraph 3, the author points out that

A. family members do not eat at the family table

B. family members do not greet each other

C. young people live happily in their families

D. young people seldom talk with their family members
7. What is the main idea of the last paragraph?

A. Multitasking is harmful to young people’s development.

B. Young people benefit a lot from modern gadgets.

C. Multitasking is an important skill to young people.

D. Young people must learn skills for future jobs.
8. The author develops the passage mainly by

A. providing typical examples B. following the natural time order

C. comparing opinions from different fields D. presenting a cause and analyzing its effects

Far from the land of Antarctica ( B§#¢ ) , a huge shelf of ice meets the ocean. At the underside of the shelf
there lives a small fish, the Antarctic cod.

For forty years scientists have been curious about that fish. How does it live where most fish would freeze to
death? It must have some secret. The Antarctic is not a comfortable place to work, and research has been
slow. Now it seems we have an answer.

Research was begun by cutting holes in the ice and catching the fish. Scientists studied the fish’s blood and
measured its freezing point.

The fish were taken from seawater that had a temperature of — 1. 88°C and many tiny pieces of ice floating in

it. The blood of the fish did not begin to freeze until its temperature was lowered to —2. 05°C. That small difference
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is enough for the fish to live at the freezing temperature of the ice-salt mixture.

The scientist’s next research job was clear: Find out what in the fish’s blood kept it from freezing. Their
search led to some really strange thing made up of a protein (FEHE &) never before seen in the blood of a
fish. When it was removed, the blood froze at seawater temperature. When it was put back, the blood again had its
antifreeze quality and a lowered freezing point.

Study showed that it is an unusual kind of protein. It has many small sugar molecules (43 ) held in special
positions within each big protein molecule. Because of its sugar content, it is called a glycoprotein. So it has come
to be called the antifreeze fish glycoprotein, or AFGP.

(2008 il T %)
9. What is the text mainly about?
A. The terrible conditions in the Antarctic. B. A special fish living in freezing water.
C. The ice shelf around Antarctica. D. Protection of the Antarctic cod.

10. Why can the Antarctic cod live at the freezing temperature?

A. The seawater has a temperature of — 1. 88°C. B. It loves to live in the ice-salt mixture.

C. A special protein keeps it from freezing. D. Its blood has a temperature lower than —2.05%C.
11. What does the underlined word “it” in Paragraph 5 refer to?

A. A type of ice-salt mixture. B. A newly found protein.

C. Fish blood. D. Sugar molecule.
12. What does “glyco-"in the underlined word “glycoprotein” in the last paragraph mean?

A. Sugar. B. Ice. C. Blood. D. Molecule.

Domestic ( HI|F#) horses now pull ploughs, race in the Kentucky Derby, and carry police. But early horses
weren’t tame ( YIfRf%) enough to perform these kinds of tasks. Scientists think the first interactions humans had
with horses were far different from those today.

Thousands of years ago, people killed the wild horses that lived around them for food. Over time, people
began to catch the animals and raise them. This was the first step in domestication.

As people began to tame and ride horses, they chose to keep those animals that had more desirable
characteristics. For example, people may have chosen to keep horses that had a gentle personality so they could be
ridden more easily. People who used horses to pull heavy loads would have chosen to keep stronger
animals. Characteristics like strength are partly controlled by the animals’ genes. So as the domesticated horses
reproduced , they passed the characteristics on to their young,. Each new generation of houses would show more of
these chosen characteristics.

Modern day horse breeds come in a wide variety of shapes and sizes. This variety didn’t exist in the horse
population before domestication. The Shetland horse is one of the smallest breeds — typically reaching only one
meter tall. With short, strong legs, the animals were bred to pull coal out of mine shafts (# 3 ) with low
ceilings. Huge horses like the Clydesdale came on the scene around 1700. People bred these heavy, tall horses to
pull large vehicles used for carrying heavy loads.

The domestication of horses has had great effects on societies. For example, horses were important tools in the
advancement of modern agriculture. Using them to pull ploughs and carry heavy loads allowed people to farm more

efficiently. Before they were able to ride horses, humans had to cross land on foot. Riding horses allowed people to

0o4
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travel far greater distance in much less time. That encouraged populations living in different areas to interact with
one another. The new form of rapid transportation helped cultures spread around the world.

(2008 b7 %)

13. Before domestication horses were

A. caught for sports B. hunted for food C. made to pull ploughs D. used to carry people
14. The author uses the Shetland horse as an example to show

A. it is smaller than the Clydesdale horse B. horse used to have gentle personalities

C. some horses have better shaped than others D. horses were of less variety before domestication

15. Horses contributed to the spread of culture by

A. carrying heavy loads B. changing farming methods

C. serving as a means of transport D. advancing agriculture in different areas
16. The passage is mainly about

A. why humans domesticated horses

B. how humans and horses needed each other

C. why horses came in different shapes and sizes

D. how human societies and horses influenced each other

I 52 T )63, AR R SR B SR B R (I T TR RV B HEER) o

The word “addiction” usually makes you think of alcohol or drugs, but in modern-day society we are seeing

some new kinds of addictions. Some people are compulsive (¥ELA H #ill ) shoppers. Others find it impossible to
pull themselves away from their work. Still others spend countless hours watching TV or playing computer games.

Over the years, shopping has become a very common activity. Many people enjoy going to malls or stores more
and more everyday, but it’s more than a common hobby for some of them. They have turned into shopaholics. They
are people who simply enjoy shopping and walking around spending money without being able to stop doing it.

They are hooked on shopping and usually buy things that they don’t need. Even though they don’t have enough

money , they buy everything they want.

The question is: why do they have this addiction? There isn’t a specific answer. Some people go shopping
when they are sad, worried, upset or lonely and they want to feel better. They use this activity as a way to forget
their problems. Shopaholics say that they feel more important and better after they buy something. They also tend to
have this addiction when they feel guilty.

Shopaholism seems to be a harmless addiction, but it can . Some of them can be psychological. If this
is the case, people addicted to shopping should go to a support group to help them break this habit. However, the
process, like for most addictions, is long, and they suffer a lot. It can also cause financial problems. They just
think about satisfying their feelings, so they spend money they don’t have. They get deep in debt, and they can
even go bankrupt and get sent to prison. (2008 L A& %)
17. List three activities that might develop into addictions based on the text. (Please answer within 8 words )
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18. What’s the main idea of Paragraph 3?7 (Please answer within 8 words)

19. Fill in the blank in Paragraph 4 with proper words. (Please answer within 6 words)

20. Which sentence in the text is the closest in meaning to the following one?
Accordingly, these shopaholics should turn to a certain organization for help so that they can stop compulsive

shopping.

21. Translate the underlined sentence in Paragraph 2 into Chinese.

X% EBEY BUAR | R o  RHRERGE
A 30 ~35 | g 90% LI BAKSERES , B ARARIE ! Ok
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Almost every day we come across situations in which we have to make decisions one way or another. Choice, we are
given to believe, is a right. But for a good many people in the world, in rich and poor countries, choice is a luxury,
something wonderful but hard to get, not a right. And for those who think they are exercising their right to make choices,
the whole system is merely an illusion, a false idea created by companies and advertisers hoping to sell their products.

The endless choice gives birth to anxiety in people’s lives. Buying something as basic as a coffee pot is not
exactly simple. Easy access to a wide range of everyday goods leads to a sense of powerlessness in many people,
ending in the shopper giving up and walking away, or just buying an unsuitable item (i fh) that is not really
wanted. Recent studies in England have shown that many electrical goods bought in almost every family are not
really needed. More difficult decision-making is then either avoided or trusted into the hands of the professionals,
lifestyle instructors, or advisors.

It is not just the availability of the goods that is the problem, but the speed with which new types of products
come on the market. Advances in design and production help quicken the process. Products also need to have a short
lifespan so that the public can be persuaded to replace them within a short time. The typical example is computers,
which are almost out-of-date once they are bought. This indeed makes selection a problem. Gone are the days when
one could just walk with ease into a shop and buy one thing; no choice, no anxiety.

(2008 & % %)

1. What does the author try to argue in Paragraph 17

A. The exercise of rights is a luxury. B. The practice of choice is difficult.

C. The right of choice is given but at a price. D. Choice and right exist at the same time.
2. Why do more choices of goods give rise to anxiety?

A. Professionals find it hard to decide on a suitable product.

B. People are likely to find themselves overcome by business persuasion.

C. Shoppers may find themselves lost in the broad range of items.

D. Companies and advertisers are often misleading about the range of choice.
3. By using computers as an example, the author wants to prove that

A. advanced products meet the needs of people

B. products of the latest design flood the market

C. competitions are fierce in high-tech industry

D. everyday goods need to be replaced often
4. What is this passage mainly about?

A. The variety of choices in modern society.

B. The opinions on people’s right in different countries.

C. The problems about the availability of everyday goods.

D. The helplessness in purchasing decisions.

o
—cd

s
-



i; ERBMRI1508 > BF >>>
§ ENGL] 1

PEHENSITON

LEH READING CON

E
B

The Lego Group had a very humble beginning in the workshop of Ole Kirk Christiansen, a carpenter from
Denmark. Christiansen began creating wooden toys in 1932. Two years later, he stumbled on the Lego name by
putting together the first two letters of the Danish words Leg and Godt, which mean “play well”. The name could
be interpreted as “I put together” in Latin; it also corresponds to the Greek verb meaning “gather” or “pick up”.

In 1947, the company expanded to making plastic toys. At first, the use of plastic for toy manufacture was not
highly regarded by retailers and consumers of the time. Many of the Lego Group’s shipments were returned,
following poor sales. However, Christiansen’s son, Godtfred Kirk Christiansen, saw the immense potential in Lego
bricks to become a system for creative play. As the junior managing director of the Lego Group, he spent years
trying to improve the “locking” ability of the bricks and made the bricks more versatile. In 1958, the modern
interlocking brick design was finally developed and patented.

Today Lego is sold in more than 130 countries. Every minute 33,824 Lego bricks are made, and kids around
the world spend 5 billion hours a year playing with Lego. There will be more than 400 million people playing with
Lego bricks this year. On average, every person in the world owns 62 Lego bricks, and about seven Lego sets are
sold every second.

This year Lego fans all over the world are celebrating the 50th anniversary of the tiny building blocks. Though
already 50 years old, Lego is still the same product it was in the 1950s. Bricks bought then are still compatible
with current bricks and that is probably the reason the toy has never fallen out of favor.

(2008 & & 45 4)

5. Which of the following is TRUE about the name Lego?

A. Tt is a combination of Greek and Latin words.

B. It was created by Ole Kirk Christiansen’s son.

C. It was created in 1947 for naming the plastic toys.

D. It came from Danish words meaning “play” and “well”.
6. When did the Lego brick become as a creative form of toy?

A. 1958. B. 1947. C. 1934. D. 1932.
7. Which of the following is TRUE in describing the popularity of Lego?

A. More than 5 billion people in the world own Lego sets.

B. Children spend an average of 62 dollars on Lego bricks each year.

C. People in the world spend 400 million hours playing with Lego every year.

D. The Lego Group now produces more than 30 thousand toy bricks every minute.
8. What is most likely the reason why Lego still remains popular?

A. Old Lego bricks may still be connected to new ones.

B. The company hasn’t changed its name since 1947.

C. The material for the bricks has proved to be safe.

D. The price of the toy is relatively reasonable.

Il

Runners in a relay (4/]) race pass a stick in one direction. However, merchants passed silk, gold, fruit, and

glass along the Silk Road in more than one direction. They earned their living by traveling the famous Silk Road.
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The Silk Road was not a simple trading network. It passed through thousands of cities and towns. It started
from eastern China, across Central Asia and the Middle East, and ended in the Mediterranean Sea. It was used
from about 200 B. C. to about A.D. 1300, when sea travel offered new routes (B&4R) , It was sometimes called
the world’s longest highway. However, the Silk Road was made up of many routes, not one smooth path. They
passed through what are now 18 countries. The routes crossed mountains and deserts and had many dangers of hot
sun, deep snow and even battles. Only experienced traders could return safe.

The Silk Road got its name from its most prized product. Silk could be used like money to pay taxes or buy
goods. But the traders carried more than just silk. Gold, silver, and glass from Europe were much found in the
Middle East and Asia. Horses traded from other areas changed farming practices in China. Indian merchants traded
salt and other valuable goods. Chinese merchants traded paper, which produced an immediate effect on the
West. Apples traveled from central Asia to Rome. The Chinese had learned to graft (#3%) different trees together to
make new kinds of fruit. They passed this science on to others, including the Romans. The Romans used grafting to
grow the apple. Trading along the Silk Road led to world-wide business 2,000 years before the World Wide Web.

The people along the Silk Road did not share just goods. They also shared their beliefs. The Silk Road
provided pathways for learning, diplomacy (#h2Z) , and religion (5=2#).

(2008 4k % %)
9. It’s probable that traders along the Silk Road needed
A. to remember the entire trade route B. to know the making of products
C. to receive certain special training D. to deal with a lot of difficulties
10. The Silk Road became less important because
A. it was made up of different routes B. silk trading became less popular
C. sea travel provided easier routes D. people needed fewer foreign goods
11. New technologies could travel along the Silk Road because people
A. learned from one another B. shared each other’s beliefs
C. traded goods along the route D. earned their living by traveling
12. What is the best title for the passage?
A. The Silk Road, Past and Present B. The Silk Road, East Meets West
C. The Silk Road, Routes Full of Dangers D. The Silk Réad, Pathways for Learning

Most young architects — particularly those in big cities — can only dream about working in a building of
their own. And marking that dream come true often means finding a building no one else seems to want, which is
exactly what happened to David Yocum and his partner, Brain Bell. Their building is a former automobile
electrical-parts firm in Atlanta. From the outside, it looks too old, even something horrible, but open the door and
you are in a wide, open courtyard, lined on three sides with rusting (4=85#)) walls.

In 2000, Yocum and Bell found this building in the city’s West End. Built in 1947, the structure had been
abandoned years earlier and the roof of the main building had fallen down. But the price was right, so Yocum
bought it. He spent eight months of his off-hours on demolition (#F[%), pulling rubbish out through the roof ,
because it was too dangerous to go inside the building, The demolition was hard work, but it gave him time to
think about what he wanted to do, and “to treasure what was there — the walls, the rust, the light,” Yocum

said. “ Every season, more paint falls off the walls and more rust develops. It’s like an art installation (%8 )

009
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there — a slow-motion show. ”

Since the back building had been constructed without windows, an all-glass front was added to the building to
give it a view of the courtyard, and skylights were installed in the roof. The back of the building is a working area
and a living room for Yocum and his wife. A sort of buffer (£Z1!) zone between the front and the back contains a
bathroom, a kitchen and a mechanical room, and the walls that separate these zones have openings that allow
views through to the front of the studio and the courtyard beyond.

Yocum and Bell, who have just completed an art gallery for the city, feel that the experience from decoration
of their building, focusing on the inside rather than the outside, has influenced their work. It has also given these

architects a chance to show how they can make more out of less.

(2008 44 %)
13. According to the passage, it is for most young architects in big cities to work in a building of
their own.
A. easy B. unnecessary C. unrealistic D. common
14. Yocum bought the old building because
A. it was a bargain to him B. it was still in good condition
C. it was located in the city center D. it looked attractive from the outside
15. Working on the old building, Yocum and Bell
A. pulled rubbish out through the roof
B. removed the skylights from the bathroom
C. presented a slow-motion show in an art gallery
D. built a kitchen at the back part of the old building
16. It can be inferred from the passage that Yocum and Bell
A. benefited a lot from pulling down the roof B. turned more old buildings into art galleries

C. got inspiration from decorating their old building ~ D. paid more attention to the outside of the gallery
17. The main idea of the passage is that

A. people can learn a lot from their failures

B. it is worthwhile to spend money on an old building

C. people should not judge things by their appearance

D. creative people can make the best of what they have

e
e
R

e
i
-
R
s
b
E
S
E
s
v
e
fo ]
foe o
E
]
o
s
e
P
R
o

=i
e
e

When it comes to friends, I desire those who will share my happiness, who possess wings of their own and
who will fly with me. I seek friends whose qualities illuminate ( B87%) me and train me up for love. It is for these
people that I reserve the glowing hours, too good not to share.

When I was in the eighth grade, I had a friend. We were shy and “too serious” about our studies when it was
becoming fashionable with our classmates to learn acceptable social behaviors. We said little at school, but she
would come to my house and we would sit down with pencils and paper, and one of us would say: “Let’s start with
a train whistle today. ” We would sit quietly together and write separate poems or stories that grew out of a train
whistle. Then we would read them aloud. At the end of that school year, we, too, were changing into social
creatures and the stories and poems stopped.

When I lived for a time in London, I had a friend. He was in despair (45%) and I was in despair. But our
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friendship was based on the idea in each of us that we would be sorry later if we did not explore this great city
because we had felt bad at the time. We met every Sunday for five weeks and found many excellent things. We

walked until our despairs disappeared and then we parted. We gave London to each other.

For almost four years I have had a remarkable friend whose imagination illuminates mine. We write long
letters in which we often discover our strangest selves. Each of us appears, sometimes in a funny way, in the
other’s dreams. She and I agree that, at certain times, we seem to be parts of the same mind. In my most
interesting moments, I often think: “Yes, I must tell...” We have never met.

It is such comforting companions I wish to keep. One bright hour with their kind is worth more to me than the
lifetime services of a psychologist (M>HE2E5E) , who will only fill up the healing (X&) silence necessary to
those darkest moments in which I would rather be my own best friend.

(2008 43t %)
18. In the eighth grade, what the author did before developing proper social behavior was to

A. become serious about her study B. go to her friend’s house regularly

C. learn from her classmates at school D. share poems and stories with her friend
19. In Paragraph 3, “We gave London to each other” probably means

A. our exploration of London was a memorable gift to both of us

B. we were unwilling to tear ourselves away from London

C. our unpleasant feeling about London disappeared

D. we parted with each other in London
20. According to Paragraph 4, the author and her friend

A. call each other regularly B. have similar personalities

C. enjoy writing to each other D. dream of meeting each other

21. In the darkest moments, the author would prefer to

A. seek professional help B. be left alone C. stay with her best friend D. break the silence
22. What is the best title for the passage?

A. Unforgettable Experiences B. Remarkable Imagination

C. Lifelong Friendship D. Noble Companions
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