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Acknowledgement and Introduction

It had been nine years since I began my visiting study at
Institute of Sociology & Anthrdpology ( Peking University,
PKU) in fall 1999 and then at finally accomplished my
postdoctoral program at Institute of Ethnology & Anthropology
(Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, CASS) last fall. During
the passing years, I wrote a number of papers, from which I now
select some and compose this book by three categories: Ethno-
sociology Applied Researches, Anthropology Applied Researches
and “appendices. ” Although I strongly doubted that such a title-
Ethno-sociology and the Anthropology Applied Researches might
be too general for this book, I have to adopt it because of my
limited research ability as well as the historical context. There
are some unpublished themes and notes of my considerations in
the book as well as the published ones.

The thriving branches of Anthropology were always based
on the deep roots into the fertile soil of human evolution. Those

anthropological theories and methods encourage close
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observation on the inner parts of social lives and cultures. It is
admitted that many other disciplines also benefited from such
special research perspectives. My major is Anthropology and
recently I am interested in the relationship between environment
and simple culture, modernization and survival of small ethnic
groups. The second part of my book is the outcome of these
researches. The ethno-sociology was introduced into China in
1970-1980s with characteristic of cross-disciplinary approach,
bringing a sociological vision into studies on relations between
ethnic groups. It was helpful to the definition of our multi-
cultural society. More and more universities have established
such curriculums. For years I used to study ethno-sociology
under the advice of Professor Ma Rong and at Peking University
and then I gave lectures on ethno-sociology to the students.
These experiences attributed to my confirmation of applying the
ethno-sociological approach to the observation on national-social
community. During this time, I conducted many case studies.
The outcome then consists of the first section.

As Hu Shi said, “Making no assertions more than could be
supported well by evidence”. That is a plain truth for scholars.
It is the rigidity of this career that always makes the scholars feel
uneasy: being afraid of flatness of thoughts, shortage of
knowledge, lacking of virtue in the works. The complexity of
history does not like to reveal itself much from the mist, while
the consequences of misunderstanding history are always
serious. One must always be discreet to reach his \ her

conclusions. T am indebted profoundly to my teachers and friends



Acknowleaggement and Introduction 7

who always cheer me on, to whom I can only give my thanks by
presenting the fruits of my work. It would be an adulthood ritual
and a summing up of my previous academic life. Just like Paul.
A. Samuelson said, a scholar's hooks (to some larger extent also
including the papers) are their children who will have their own
lives (a quotation from Robert K. Merton). I am not so sure
whether my book has any contribution to society and academy or
would have its own life, but it was definitely my lovely baby.
There are some topics focusing on the bottom society, in
which many aspects of human being and societies used to be
ignored by mainstream cultures. My little discoveries may offer
some clue or inspiration to readers. Stereotype is the deadly
enemy of creativity, therefore I assume that the third part of this

book—* appendices ” including proses, book reviews and

conference records/ reviews would better convey my ideas,
To some extent, they are exempted from certain academic cliché.
Guan Xiaoyun, who is a “Gu-La-Yi-er”— a tribe from Orogen
Ethnic Group, lives near Hu Ma River in the 18" stop of the
whole 32 stops in the “Golden Way” in far northeast China. ‘As a
civil servant in Ta He County, she spent all her spare time
reading archives and writing books on the local history. Different
from small ethnic group people, which under shock of modern
culture is usually self-enclosed to the outside world, Guan broke
through these emotional obstacles. She often generously show
“outside researchers” to the traditional hunting village. During
this visits, I fortunately met a survival shaman, the spiritual

leader and “Psychologist” of the tribe and an aged man who was
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accused of “Japanese spy” for he once subservient to the force of
the invaders. The aged man shew me the scar on his head left by
the Japanese. The most standard mandarin he could speak was
“Communists ‘are good”. The phrase was meaningful to him,
though it was kind of cliché as a natural response to too many
outside interviews. Ms. Guan has written a thick book titled
with Orogen Ethnic Group in Great Xing An Mountains. For no
extra reason, she said that she wrote just for “her nationality. ”
As  an anthropologist, I 'can understand that. In the
“appendices”, beside several papers concerned the “field” of
anthropology; I also talk about the Maoris and the American
Indians. I met them in an international conference at Nan Kai
University in Jan. , 2008. Their excellent presentations, cultural
perspectives  and their self-respect of their own cultures
impressed me much.

The “appendices” also contain several prologues and reviews on
my previous works. They are written by Professor Li An’shan
(School of International Studies; PKU), Professor Wu Deming
(Institute of Latin America, CSAA) and Vice Professor Di
Yongjun (Institute of Ethnology & Anthropology, CSAA).
They are respectively famous for their studies in Africa affairs;
Latin' America affairs and history of Qing & Chinese Classics.
There are many insightful ideas in their works, with which I
would like to share here,

It is possible for spiritual communication between the lives.
Moreover, there is also a possibility for this intercommunion

between this life and the after life or those ancient philosophers.
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I conclude here with an exhortation from one philosopher,
Ludwig Wittgenstein — I ride on my life just like a fumble hiker
on the back of a horse. Luckily it is good in temper so that I

could still enjoy here(see in Vermischte Bemerkungen).

He Qun
December 16th, 2008.
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