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Foreword 1

Foreword

One of the major events at the National Palace Museum for year 2003 is the exhibition
Formosa: Taiwan, Holland and East Asia in the 17% Century, with the emergence of Taiwan on the
world scene as the central theme. The project is an extended period of time in the making, and my
colleagues in the organizing committee have managed to borrow from 38 museums and private
connoisseurs, both domestic and abroad, more than 300 artifacts that are in one way or another
related to the historical development of Taiwan in the time frame specified. It is expected that
these artifacts, coupled with the innovative and unique exhibition design, will deliver an authentic

vista of Taiwan of the 17" century.

An examination of East Asian history reveals that Taiwan at the turn of the 17 century
was primarily a primitive society inhabited by aborigines of Austronesian descent; it was also a
point of rendezvous for maritime traders bound by mutual benefit to be derived from their rather
illegitimate business transactions. In 1624, the Dutch Verenigde Oostindische Compagnie (VOC)
first claimed Taiwan as a base for trade expansion, making the island part of the system of
international commerce. In 1661, a Chinese fleet led by the Ming (HH) loyalist Cheng Ch' eng-
kung (Bj2) ; known in the West as Koxinga) retreated from the mainland and occupied
Taiwan. Having expelled the Dutch the next year, Cheng developed the island into an independent
kingdom on the sea and established it as a foothold in his attempt to restore the Ming Dynasty.
Twenty one years later, in 1683, Admiral Shih Lang (f#i¥%) , who had originally been one of the
generals of Cheng, led the Ch' ing ({&) forces and defeated the army of Cheng's successors, thus
annexing the island and turning it into a marginalized frontier of the Chinese empire. The reader is
reminded that the historical events that took place in the 17" century are only comparable to what
humankind witnessed in the 20" century, and that both the accidental and inevitable causes that
had brought such rapid, drastic changes to pass have even to this day been influential in many
respects.

The National Palace Museum is home to one of the finest collections of Chinese art from
archaic times to pre-modern days. While the holdings are Han Chinese in nature, not of any
pertinence to Taiwan, the Museum as a national institution has as its unwavering goal of assuming
a more active stance to introduce its audiences to the island's historical and cultural past. The
staging of exhibitions such as this one, to be sure, is an effective approach; yet, it should reach

beyond the mere installation and presentation of artifacts to arrive at the realm of cultural and
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historical interpretation. Indeed, the kind of historical comprehension and sensibility that the
audiences acquire in the galleries will surely contribute to the realization of a valuable experience
in the dialogue between man and his past. It is thus hoped that the present exhibition will offer a

setting conducive for reflection upon the development and growth of Taiwan in the 17" century.

Apart from the plates and descriptive notes of the works on view in the exhibition, the
accompanying catalog also features several essays on various aspects of 17"-century Taiwanese
history, written by scholars to augment the reader's understanding of the context of historical
events. As we thumb through the following pages we quickly realize that, while the geological
formation of the island by a great fault block took place approximately one million years ago, it
was not until the 17" century when Taiwan as we know it came into being, a phenomenon resulted
from and molded by the recurrent, intense struggles among different powers. Many of the
problems that the Taiwanese people of the time had to deal with, such as the upholding of an
integral cultural identity, the fostering of a global orientation, and the maintenance of a
counterbalance, as well as their relations with the Chinese mainland, are exactly what we today
must confront, and the definition of solutions to these issues is in itself a test of wisdom, something

that is worthy of our rumination and retrospection.

Tu Cheng-sheng
Director
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Foreword 2

Everybody who is born in Taiwan should know its history.

In 1921, (Line Heng) wrote the following in the introduction to his extensive work The
History of Taiwan: “As early Taiwanese history has no written sources, the history of Taiwan was
started by the Dutch, continued by Cheng Ch'engkung, developed by the Ch'ing dynasty, modernized
by the Japanese and opened-up during the Republican period.” Lien thus makes a distinction
between the pre-historical period before the appearance of written historical sources and the
historical period based on written sources. In his view the written historical period of Taiwan starts

with the Dutch rule of Taiwan.

This year on February 1, is the date Cheng Ch'engkung signed the document stipulating the
conditions for the surrender of the Dutch. After this the Dutch were forced to leave Taiwan and
ended their 38-year rule of the island. Cheng Ch'engkung army of 25.000 soldiers and relatives was

the first large wave of immigrant to come to Taiwan.

The 17" century is not only the beginning of Taiwanese history, it is also a period in which
trade bloomed and a multi-cultural society developed, the island became a veritable Asia-Pacific
trade centre; it is a pity that 17" century Formosa is also one of the most unfamiliar periods of
history.

At the time, Taiwan had a multi-cultural society and close international ties. The
international trade grew fast in a general atmosphere of hard work and entrepreneurial zest. Looking
back, we need to cherish the spirit of our ancestors in opening-up Taiwan and further understand the

history of Taiwan.

This was the reason for the Palace Museum, the Ministry of Education and the China Times
Group to plan the exhibition “Formosa: Taiwan, Holland and East Asia in the 17" century” . After
a planning period of two years, the exhibition will open on January 24, 2003 and continue until
April 30 at the Palace Museum. The exhibition will include more than 350 objects related to Taiwan
in the 17" century, these objects were provided by museums and collectors in Taiwan, but also from
20 museums and collections in Holland, Denmark, Germany etc. The exhibition is especially
designed to be educational and provide a more profound insight in Taiwanese history. This catalogue

is not only the result of the intense efforts of the Palace Museum and scholars, but also a major work

fwii

Albert Yu

Chairman of the Board

CHINA TIMES GROUP

on the history of Taiwan to which I pay my respect.
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