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Lesson 1

Text: Surprise Attack on Pearl Harbor
Grammar Practice: The Passive Voice
The Technique of Translation: zhiEy

Text
Surprise Attack on Pearl Harbor

It was early morning of Dec. 7, 1941. It was just like
any other Sunday morning. The U.S. armed forces in Pearl
Harbor were sleeping peacefully, little dreaming of the disaster
that was to come. Inside Pearl Harbor, almost the entire
U.S. Pacific Fleet lay at anchor.

In this quiet and peaceful atmosphere, a big Japanese
task force was heading for Pearl Harbor. Expecting to wipe
out all the American warships there, the Japanese had pre-
pared carefully for the attack. Their fleet included six air-
craft carriers, from which the bombers and fighter planes were
to take off for the raid. The Japanese warships which had
lett their harbors in Japan on Nov. 26 were approaching Pearl
Harbor from a most unheeded northern direction under strict
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radio silence. None of the American scouting planes or ships
had seen them.

Meanwhile, in order to catch the Americans off guard,
the Japanese government had been carrying on diplomatic
talks with the U.S. They had been trying to talk the Ame-
ricans into believing that Japan really hoped for peace in
the Far East. Their plan turned out to be a great success.

On the very morning of the surprise attack, the approach-
ing Japanese planes were spotted by two American radar
operators. When they reported the information to the of-
ficer on duty, they were told to forget about it.

Then suddenly out of a clear blue sky three hundred and
fifty Japanese bombers, flying in two waves, roared over Pearl
Harbor at 7:55. The U.S- command was utterly unprepared
for the attack. When these planes appeared in the sky, the
lookouts thought that they were their own Army planes on
maneuvers. No warning came until the bombs began to fall.
With frantic haste the message went out: “Air Raid on Pearl
Harbor! Not a Drill I But it was too late. Any serious
resistance was out of the question. Almost all the warships
were bombed and sunk. The planes on the airfields were
turned into masses of burning wreckagé.

The raid was over at 9:45 A.M.

The Americans paid dearly for their unpreparedness.
The Japanese destroyed dozens of warships and hundreds of
planes on the ground and inflicted over four thousand casual-
ties. All this was done at small cost to the Japanese. They
lost only twenty-nine. planes, fifty-five airmen, and six subma-
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rines.
In less than two hours the mastery of the Pacific had passed

from American to Japanese hands.

New Words and Expressions

attack [o'tek] n., vt Wi,
harbo(u)r ['ha:bo] = W, O
armed [a:md] adj. RERY

force [fo:s] n.
the armed forces

peacefully ['pi:sfuli] adv.
disaster [di'za:sta] n.
entire [in'taid] adj.
Pacific [pa'sifik] adj.

the Pacific
“fleet [fli:t] n.
anchor ['z&pks] z.

lie at anchor

atmosphere ['z®tmasfia] 7.

Japanese [,d3epo'ni:z] adj., n

task force -
head [hed] vi.

wipe [waip] ut.
wipe out

warship ['wo:fip] 7.

aircraft ['eokra:ft] n.
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carrier ['kaeria] 7.
bomber ['boma] n.
bomb [bom] ut., n.
fighter n.

take off

raid [reid] =.
approach [o'proutf] w2
unheeded [an'hi:did] adj.
strict [strikt] adj.
scout [skaut] ot

ship [[ip] n.
meanwhile adv.

guard [ga:d] n., vz

on (off) one’s guard

carry on

diplomatic [,diplsa'meatik] adj.

turn out
very ['veri] adj.
spot [spot] ut.
radar ['reids] n.
operator ['oporeita] n.
report [ri'po:t] ut.
on duty
wave 7.
in (two) waves
roar [ro:] wi.
command [ké'ma:nd] n.

lookout n.
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maneuver [ma'nu:va] n. Wi

warning ['wamin] ». b

frantic ['frientik] adj. EFLRY

haste [heist] . 2

racssage ['mesidsz] n. s HiE

drill n. | Weks 2%

resistance [ri'zistons] n. Wi PN

airficld n, KL

wreckage ['rekidz] 7. 324

dearly ['dioli] adv. 55 Hi

casualty ['kazjuolti! n. CHEHE T AR Bl
at small cost IDEC UANE AWy '
airman n. B

submarine [ sabma'ri:n] n. WK fiE

mastery | 'ma:stori] . Bl 2R

Notes to the text:

1. Surprise Attack on Pearl Harbor 243 %k
Pearl Harbor — Pearl Harbor is on the south coast of
Oahu island (#)] %) in the Hawaiian islands (B @3 ).
In 1908, the United States sct up an inportant naval base
(#5 g FtHh) there. On December 7, 1941, Japanese bomb-
ers suddenly attacked the naval base at Pearl Harbor,
and the following day the United States entered World
War II. “Remember Pearl Harbor !”” became an Amer-
ican battle cry.

2. harbor -- This is the American spelling. The British
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spelling is “harbour”.
More examples: humor — humour; favor — favour
color — colour; neighbor — neighbour; center — centre;

kilometer — kilometre; program -— programme

. little dreaming of the disaster

1) little — not at all
e.g. I little expected that I should see you here.
AR AR B A B2 1 5L L,
Little did they know whether he was still ahvc
AT R A A UE o2 B IIEHE .
2) dream % U; BH
c.g. He used to dream of becoming a film star.

He used to dream that he became a film star.

. the disaster that was fo come BN 201k 11 % Mk

X B “be+ A g 37 7R K 2R AL I i

. Do not confuse ‘“‘quite” [kwait] and “‘quiet’” [kwaiot].
q q

The former (§j3#) means “completely’; the latter (J53%)
“silent”.
c.g. He speaks English quite well.
He remained quiet throughout the meeting.
Oh, please go on with your story; I'll be quite
quiet. '

. head for — go towards

e.g. He put on his coat and headed for the hospital.

. wipe out — kill or destroy completely J§x%, K

e.g.. The atomic bomb (JF-F3#) wiped out the city.
The earthquake (3172) wiped out all human lives in

the area,
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8.

9.

10.

11.

prepare for h---fEUESS

e.g. I am preparing for the journey.

cf. I can’t see you tonight. I'm geing to prepare my
lessons.
DG R EA" —0, BEENRXE)T, FRER A
#BF] prepare Y get ready Sgik; Bl “HAMES
ZBEWIE”, MAREN prepare 5 get ready, i hi%
I am not going to see the film. Xin. “HFUEL{ T =
ALY L BT, BB prepare, AEHF get rea-

- dy, #EpIPiiE ks, I have bought three presents

for them.
a most unkeeded northern direction —&BARZE ANEEH
b 75 Wi 2k

1) “Most” here means “very”, so “a’” is used instead of
“the™.
e.g. a mosi interesting pook
a most difficult prokl:m
2) unheeded — unnoticed
The prefix “un” added to a verb shows an opposite
action. When added to an adjective, “un” means
“not”.
0. uncover / unprepare / undress
adj. unable / unwilling / unkind
radio silence JiiR i Ml (75 E MM FIAE L& LB
MEME S R, HERERNT R HEREKLLRBES
T T % 1 ST A5 3, ) ,
none of the American scounting planes ¥ —2EE£E
FEHL '



¢.g. None of these books on the table are {or is) ming.
“None of” can be followed by an uncountable noun:
e.g. None of that money on the table is mine.

He will listen to none of your advice. .,

oy
N

in order to catch the Americans off guard, the Japamese
government had been carrving on diplomatic talks with the
U.S.
HABUN B TRBRE N, — B 5 EERT R,
1) had been carrying on 3R 52 R, EAR
SRS ER—TFRAEZA, HE—RHakEE ¥ %
R 2 A RETA,
e.g. They had been walking six hours before it began
pouring with rain.
FER W IT 1R 4200 T 2 7, 1 24 & T 6 /bt
He had beem considering a long time when a good
idea came to hinu
2) carry on — hold; conduct 47
e.g. He carried on the business at the age of thirty.
MR AE =A% X —FTH
They decided to carry on friendly talks with the
government on the development of tourism be-
tween the two countries.
cf. carry on — continue
e.g. We must carry on the work left unfinished by
him.
13. Japan really hoped for peace in the Far East,
e.g. We hope for better weather,
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14,

15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

of. T hope to see you again. (correct)
1 hope that he will succeed again. (correct)
I hope him to succeed again. (wrong)
Their plan furned out to be a great success.
AR RIS AR T B R R TI.
turn out #ZEE R, JERE
e.g. The talk on technical exchanges (%7 fi) between the
two countries turned out to be a success.
The young man you spoke to urned out to be a famous
scientist. _
on the very morning of the surprise attack
WAERZE I MR R R |
“very” may be used to give emphasis (§##) to the noun
it modifies (f&14fi).
e.g. This is the very book I read yesterday.
That was the very word I found difficult to under-
stand.
on duty {H¥E
e.g. Two soldiers are on duty guarding the gate.
Policemen are not allowed to smoke while (they
are) on duty.
forget about it (colloquigl) — forget it
in two waves 4}@idit
similarly: People are sitting in twos and threes.
MIZ=ZFPLE,
They discussed it in fwo groups of three.
ffismArie, sd=A,

Wiih frantic haste the message went out



